
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . google . com/ 





in^ 



i^rZJi^W mS^ 













> ' > , 









I 



SOME 
REMARKABLE PASSAGES, 

IJi Tilt 

L IF JE * 

Of THE 

Hon. Col. JAMES GARDINER, 

WHO WAS SLAIN AT TH» 

BATTLEof PRESTON PA>rS» 

«w • • ; *' ^ ' ' * '* V^ 
-'^•'"' / /••> : t;-' :• 

TO WHiafi;.I&Jk.?>DF»5J,,THE 
OCCASIONED BY HIS 

HEROICK DEATH. 
BY P, D O D D R 1 D G E, D D. " 



1 



Jufiior alter 



Nic Putate/uit^ nee Bello major (S Armis, Virg. 



m 



PRINTED AT EXETER, by H. RANLET, 

ton I. T fi O M A S AND E, T, A l^D R E W S, 

FAUS'Ps St AT u E , No. 45, Ncwhury'Sireet^ Bofton. 



M,DCC,XCV. f J? 



y 1 

♦ NaTHKfvrnPY 



V, 

t-.^ .^-H jn\ ^ 



ru 






^' * \ \^ 






.1---y 



/I,* ■• \v/,Vi-,:,-:X '■■■f •* -;r--^--'-^ ■■1- 

: :';•' ^* . -' /^ ■ ^ ':' \ .>{ •: "" "yt^ .x \ 



-4« -- *-'- ^* ?- i^ '- *-— "^ 



\ 






■i .< 






p^ 









H IL £ m^. heart iyfoJhmngjou 
wiDiiitxuh.f€icr^aJ^^^ aU the 

darigierS:.o/vi^0rf^^^^ zt' wfiilh you are thus 
eflflj^ enga^dl^dnwicsX^^ the 

i0rumnt$yoj d^ijifhy^^^ more d(inger^' 

i^^ll^^^ pleaf^ 

urc h heins^aUcai^H^^^ after fach 

Ibj^' delay s^to f^ui!mtoy^^^ hands the Memoir^ 
wjih/ml^Qhl^^ .-Th^y contain^ 

i^nyparticuiarjymnifh would Kar^e herkwor- 
iiyjl^yaur attentive, nhtic^^h^^ they related to 
a.. per/on of the mofi dijlant nation ar age. Hut 
th^ will^ 1 dox^k nof^ xommand your peculiar 
regard, as tkty drejacred to the memory of that 
excdleni manjfromt whom you Had the, honour ^ 
to derive your, hirthi.and by, whofe generous and 
nff^Stionate care you havc' been laid under all the 
obUgationS which thehefioffaihtrs could con- 
' fer vn a nofi beloved fon^ . 

Here, 
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Here, Sir^youfee a gentleman^ who with all 
tH.aivfintogts of a liberal an(Lreligioiis cducp^ 
ii0n%added taemrf naturMacCQmptiJhiAiviifuA 
could render him mojl agreeable, entered^ before 
he had atiaiiiidiheJlAiure o/'M'math onthcfe 
arduous and generqusfervices to. which you are 
devoted^ and behaved in them with a gallantry 
and courage^ which will always give. a fflendor 
to his name among the Britijhfoldiezy^ and ren- 
der him an example to all oMcers ojhi%ranL 
But alas ! amd/tall the intrepidity of the mar- 
tial Hero^^jm^f^ him *&janqidf^^^ the 'blan- 
dffhmentsofpieaflirii anSmckit^ce of itpluvg-t 
iffg him/el; into finin^av^yi^^ which, no: 
want of ediccaitqn/^'gmiiii'ioitla have been a 
fafficient exct0^/y/Y6U bthcU^ him urging the 
ignoble andf^aialpurfuU^:iim^ by the terrors, 
which deaih wus continually dartingaroundhim^ 
and the m^flfignal deliverances by which Pr^v- 
idence again and again refcued him from thofe 
terrors ; 1;ill at length he was reclaimed by an 
ever m:&morabte interpcfition of divine graces 
Then you have theplcafure of feeing him be-- 
come in good earneft aConvert to Chrtftianity,^ 
arhd byfpcecly advances growing upinto one of its 
brightejl ornaments ; his mina continually filled 
with the great ideas whi^h thegofpel of our Re^ 
deemer fvggejls^ and bringing the bleffed influ- 
ence of its fublime principles into every relaiion^ 
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of military and civiU of public and domejlic life. 
You trace him pcrfevering in afeady and uni- 
form coarfe of goodnefs^ throvgh a lorgfcries 
of honourable and frofperous years^ the de- 
light of all that werefo iappy asto know him^ 
andy in hisfphere, the mojl faithful guar- 
dian of his country ; till at lajt^ worn out ivith 
honorable labours^ and broken -with infirmities 
which they had hajlcned upon him before the 
time^youfee him forgetting them at once at the 
call of duty and Providence ; with all the gen- 
erous ardour of his mojl vigorous days rufhing 
on the enemies of religion andliberty^ffaining 
their fkock with the mojl deliberate Joriitude^ 
when deferted by thofe that fhould have fup- 
ported him, and cheerfully facrificing the little 
remains of amortal life^in the triumphant views 
of a glorious immortality, 

-/ThiSf Sir J is the noble obje£i I prefent to 

your view ; and you willy I hope^ fix your eye 

continually upon it, and will never allow your^ 

f elf for one day to forget ^that this illu/lrious man 

is Colonel Gavh^ii^^k^ your ever honoured 

\ father ; who haying approved his fidelity to 

the dc2ii\and received a crown o( Mk^feems 

as it were, by what you here read, to be calling out 

to you from amiijtthe cloud of witneffes with 

which you are furrounded^ and urging you by 

A Z every 
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ev£)y generous^ it ndtr^ filial JtrdifAent^ Id fnark 
the foctJl^Ps of his Chrtjlian race^ anifirthu- 
oufly to maintaih that corfib^t^ where the viStbrj . 
ts tkroitgk divine graci ce^i tdin^ And the prize 
ctn tttrnai kingdom in the Heavens. 

My herpes, Sir, that all thefe powerful rhotites 
ziill efpccially have their full .efficacy en you, 
are greatly encouraged by the certainty which I 
have of your heing well acquainted uitH the 
evidence of Chriflianity in its full extent ; a 
crifninal ignorance of which, in the midft of 
great advantages for learning them, leaves jb 
many of our yomg people a prey io Deifm,andfo 
to vice and ruin, which generally bring up its 
rear. My life would be axontimal burthen to 
. 7ne, if I had not a confcioufnefs in thtfighi of 
Godi that during the years in which the import^ 
ant triifl of your education was committed to my , 
care, I hcidlaid before you the pracfs both of 
natural and revealed religion,inwhat I affured- - 
ly efletm to hty, with rtgard to the Juigmentyif^ 
they are carefully examinediOn irrtfiflable ligfit; : 
and that I had' endeavoured to attend them wfth 
thofe addreffes, which might bt" mofl likely to . 
ifnprefsydur heaj-t. ' You hate not,, dear Sir, '' 
- forgotten, and I dm confident v&u can' never eri^ 
tirely forget, the cfJidWy wkhwhich I have la- ' 
boured tofor^your tnind^ not only to \ whaf 

might 
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might htfrnamenikd toym in human lifr^ hut 
ah*^e oHy tty a tfue^ iajie e/ wHat is really ex- 
cellent f and an early contem0ofth&fe vanities by 
which^ the generality of ouryoittk^ efptcially w- 

yourjlation^ are debafed^ enervated^and undone. 
My private^ as wellas^publick addrejfisjor this . 

purpofe wilU I knoxv^ be remembered by you^. 
and the tears of tender n(fs> with which they have 

fa often been accompanied : ' And may they be 

fo remembered^ that they who are moft tender ly 
concerned^ may he comforted under the lofs of 

fuck an inefiimablefriendas:Co LOU EL Gar- 
din eRj by feeing that his charaBer^ in all its 
mofl amiable and refpiendent parts lives inyou ; 
and that how diJicuUfcever it may be to aB up to 
that height of c^pjeBaiion, mth which the eyes 

.of the world will be fixed on the f on offuch a 

father^ you are^ intheflrength of divine grace^ 
attempting it ; at leafl are following him with 
generous emulation^ and with daily folicitude^ 
that thefleps may be Irfs unequal / 

May the Lord God of your Fatherland I will 
add J of both your pious and honourablt parents, 
animate your fieart more and more with fuch 
^ views ,and feiitiments as thefe ! May he guard 
your lifeHimidfl every fcene of danger, to be a . 
proteBion and bleffing to thofe that are yet un- 
born ; and may he give you infomefardiflant 

period 
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period of iimey to refign it hy a gentler diffolu- 
tion than the herojrom whom you fprung^ or if 
unerring wifdom appoint otherwife^ i$ end it 
with equal glory ! 

I amj « 
Dear Sir^ 

Your ever faithftcfy 
AffeSiionate friend^ and 
Obliged humble Jeri^cmtp 
P. D DDR IDG E^ 



Northampton^ July i, 1747V 
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Hon* Col; I AMfis Gardiner. 

'VV^HEN' I promifed the public 
Ibtne larger account of the life and char-' 
after of this iHuftrious perfon than 1 could^ 
conveprcntly infert .in my fermon on the 
fad occafion of his death,.! was fecure, that 
if Providence continued my capacity of 
writing, I fliould not wholly difappbint the 
expeQation. For I was furnifhed with a 
variety of particulars, which appeared to me 
worthy of general nbtice, in confequence of* 
that intimate friendifhTp with which he had^ 
honoured me dtiring the fix laft years of his 
life; a friendiliip which led him to open 

bis 
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with an unbounded confidence, (as he then 
affured me, beyond what he had ufed with 
any other man living) fo far as religious ex- 
periences vera c^7rcerned| And Ikad alfo; 
received Several vtry valuable kilters from 
him, during the time of our abfence from 
each other, which contained raoft genuine 
and edifying tracek^e^lift Chriftian charac- 
ter. But I hoped farther to learn many 
valuable particulars from the papers of his 
owp , cjp|i^ ;,, an^jJ^frx)!!!, \iy^ iettj^s-to , pjbjr 
frieh'ds,' as weu as from wlia% tliey 'more cir- 
cumftantially knew concerning him: I 
therefore determined to delay the execution 
of my promife, till I could enjoy Aefe ad- 
yanlagies for jpeorfbrming iiint the iwo0' fatisr 
faSory mannjep; nor havje;!]^, p,n tti^e i^hc^e^ 
reafoh t^ r?gre,t that det^rfipioation. . . .. ./^ 

1 IhaM .not. trouble tt^e xeader. with- aij[,tEe 
caufes, which cone uBredftpt binder thefi; ej^-i 
peHe;cl;iffi(l?tncips'for almoQ: a whole yearf. 
t&e.c'hjef of them were the tedious Ifinguiflir.", 
ipg ilbeis: of his alEii£lc4 la4y:^ througlji, vbaf^, 
Kands .it was proper the papers fttould p^s. ir 
together. witHtte cqnfiifii^ into which' the^ 
rebel^.hiai thrown ihciof^ w,l!^ejn. tKey ranfack-f . 
ed.his feat at Banktoii, where mpft of them 
wfere dppoiltftd* i^t having now received. 
* . ' '• ^ fucK 



futth'cff them jisf^haVe^efcapfed ihwr^^orsLdoufc 
fiand^^and cbiiia^conVctri^niiyb^ <*blte€led 
antJHVatifmiuecfj I ftt%yfelF*flth ftief great- 
te*tt^pkafare;td perfoiteV^hat-'tcrf^tt^ -rtol 
XTierely a'tribwe^6f^fetihide^tcykh*ir^^ 
of iwy itiVaPuitble ^riend^ fthoii^lv ft^r; was 
mk memory '^<k dLtifmm^ ^6^e prec- 

ibui and-'fecftdWirlt) but 6f ddtJr'tb^God^ 
arid^td.tnyfcllbvjr tineatures: • 'fpt^^'-hdiyt k 
fndtl thiserful ^dpej'thatth* hirrarir^ 1 aim 
iibV to write'^^wlffj.kiHder the diviftb'blefffifig 
be a rhean oF fpawsAyirigj'what lof aM^^^^ 
}n;tHe w^orld '^ e\nei7 ^Benevolent hesfft. will 
tnbft'defite <p 1jp,iicaai'k A*r«rm (and lively 
ftnreof rcKgtdn/ ' ^^ ' - »' ' ; ' 

•\' My ow;i^ne^rt'^^.s'bTCJeH fo rriuch ledifie^ 
Wd^imitcd, by W^^^ havfertai! in ytbt 
,tncmofirs of pcribm wlio^haveibeeri'cniinent 
fbjwlfdc^^ 

thfe treafure tnajr bfe '[wicfre arid more lucreiP. 
^'d x;and f M'bufd feqpe, the workf tfiaj^ gather 
thevHl;e 'nluablq' fVuits from*(}ife^ Lifd lani 
now tuteinptin^}' not only as it wi^H'^pmairi 
Very, ^n^ufar citcdniftantesf; ^W^hlmay 'ex'- 
Citie^^^genertLi/cuiibfity, but as it *cbinei9' at- 
tended witlf'fo'me other paniciilair advain- 

; 'I*^^ reader i^ herie to fiitvey a charsiaer 
of. fuch eminent* itidvarioiis goodnefs, ai 

might 
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inigbt ideniand veneratidf^> .aad infpirelum 
Iwitha d^fire to imftaje it^tpoj.had. itapppaiv 
^d in the pbfearef^ rank :{ but it wiUiUrcIy 
cornpi^ndr fgme panicuJar^, reg?u:d, w,Wa 
•viewed in : jfo elevated ^a^d important a- fta- 
^tion i ifjfpecialjy as it ihpne,,npt in ecclc^afj. 
licalj but aiiiitary lifejwbere the temptitioni 
^refoHi^ny^ and the prevalency of the cba- 
trary charfifler fo great^ that it may feem no 
jncqnfiderable praife^and felicity to he free 
frotn diffolute vice, and.io./rjetain vbat4a 
imoft; pik^T profefljons might be [ efteeme^ 
ptily dLMidmriiy o^ virtue. ,It may iure)jf 
with tHe.rhigheft juftice.be expeftedjflhat 
the title and bravery or(>lonel G^rAVer 
wiH invite njany of o^^ officers and foidjicrsj 
tOjwbomhis name ha^ been long honarablp 
and; 4ear, to perufe thi^ account of him witk 
fome pQquUar attention : in confequence of 
dyhichgtit^ir^ay be a m^n of increafing due 
number, aiid. brightening the charafter, cif 
ihofe who are already adorning their ofiicei 
their country^ and their religion ; and of re- 
claiming thofe, who will fee rather what ihey 
ought to be, than what they are. On the 
wholei to th^ gentlemen of the fmord I would 
particularly offer thefe memoirs, as theirs by: 
ib diftrnguiihed a tixle i y yet I am firmly 
perfuaded there arc.noiie whofe office; is fo 

facred 
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fitcrtd) or i¥hafe prolickncy in the religious 
life is fi> advanced, but they may find lome- 
tbi«ig:.co demand their thankfulnefs^: and to 
a\j^ken their emulation. 

Gol. James Gardiner, of whom we write, 
was the fon of Capt- Patrick Gardiner, of 
tfie faahily of Torwood-head, by Mrs. Mary 
Hodg^, of the femilyof Gladfmuir. Th^ 
Captain,; who was^ matter of a handfome ef- 
tare, ftrved many years in the army of King 
WiUfem and Queen Anne^ and died abroad 
with the Briiiih forces in Germ2Lny,quickly 
after the battle of Hochftet, through the fa- 
tigues he uade^w^ent in the duties of that 
cdebrated caitipaignr He had a company 
in the regiment of K>ot,o)itc commanded by 
Colonel Hodge, his valiant brother in law, 
who was fiaiaat' the head of that regiment, 
my memorial from Scotland fays, at the 
battle of Steenkirk, which was fought in the 
year 1^99^ 

Mrs* Gardiner, our Colonel's mother, was 
a lady of a Very .valuable charaQer; but it 
pleafed God to exercife her with very uu- 
conftmon- trials : for fiie not only lolt hef 
huiband and' heir brother in the lervice of 
their countty; as before related, butalfo her 
eldeft fon, Mr. Robert Gardiner; on the day 
wiiieh completed the fixteenth; year of his 
B age, 
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age, at the fiege of Namur, in 1695. But 
there is reafon to 'believe, GodbleUcd thde 
various and heavy affliftions, as the means 
of forming her to that eminent degree of 
piety, which will render her memory hon- 
orable as long as it continue*. 
^ Her fecond fon, the worthy perfon of 
w^hom I am now to ^ive a more particular 
account, was born at Carriden in i.inlith- 
gowftiire, on the 10th of January, A. D. 
1667-83 the memorable year of that glori-. 
ous Revolution, which he juftly efteemed 
among the happieft of all events. So that 
when he was ilain in th^ defence of thofc 
liberties, 'which God then by fo gracious a 
providence refcued from utter deftruftion, 
i. e. on the 21ft of September, 1745, he wa« 
^ag:d 57 years,-8 months, and 1 1 days. 

The annual return of his birth day wa« 
obferved by him, in the latter and better 
years of his life, in a manner very. different 
from what is commonly praftifed r For in- 
ftead of making it a day of fettivity, I am 
told, he rather diftinguiihed it as a feafon of 
more than ordinSiry humiliation before God; 
both in commemoraiioh of thofe mercies 
which he received inf-^ the firft opening of 
life, and under an aiftflionate fenfe, as well 
of his long alienation from the Great Au- 
thor 
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ihor and fupport of his being, as of the many 
knperfeaions which he lamented,.in.ihc beft 
of his days and lervices* 

I have not met with many things- remark- 
able concerning the early years. of his life, 
only^that his mother took care to inftruQ: 
him, with great tendernefe and affeftion, in 
the principles of true chrillianity. He was 
alfo trained up. in human^ literature at the 
fchool at Linlithgow, where he made a very 
coniiderable progrefs in the languages. I 
remember to have heard him quote fome 
paflages of the Latin claffics very pertinent- 
ly > though his employment in life, and the 
various, turns \vhich his mind took under 
different knpulfes in fucceeding years, pre- 
vented him from cultivating fuch ftudies. 

The good effeQs of his mother's prudent 
and exen>plary care were not fo cpnfpicuou^ 
as Ihe wifhed and hoped, in the younger. 
part of her fon's life ; yet there is great rea- 
jon to believe, they vjere pot entirely loft. 
As they were probably the occafion of many 
convi6lionS| vfbich in his younger years 
were overboroe; fo I doubt not, that whea 
religious imprefiions took that ilrong hold 
of hi$ hearty which they afterwards did, thaf 
flock pf knowledge which had been fo early 
)aid up in hU mind, was found of confider- 
.... abl^ . 
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abl e fe rv ke . And I have heard them make 
the (^fervation, a^ an encouragemjem to pa- 
rents, and othqr pious friends, lo do theif 
dirty and to hope for tbofe good confe- 
quences of it which may not immediately 
appear* 

Could his mqtberjOra very reiiglous.aunt 
(of whofe good inftrudioiRs find ex»horta,tion(s 
J have often heard him f^ak with pleafure) 
have p^^ vailed, he wouM npt have thought 
of a military ii/e; from wbich^ it is no won- 
der, thefe ladies endeavoured to diffuade 
him, confidering the mournful experience 
they had of the dangers 'attending it, and , 
the dear relatives they had loflr already fey 
it. But it fuited his tafte ; and the ardour 
of his fpirit, animated by the perfuafions of 
a friend who greatly urged it,* was iiot to be 
fcAraioed. N<?r will the reader wcMide\- 
that • thus excited and fiipported, it e^fiiy 
overbore fheir tender remonArance»,ii^he^ 
he knows, that this lively youth fought Mr^ 
duels before he attained to the ftature of a 
man ; in one of whkh^ when he was but 
eight years old,he received from a hoy tnuth. 
older than himfelf, a Wound in his right 
cheek, the fcar^f which was always very ap-^ 

parent. 

* I fuppofe thw to have been Geritril Rue, who hal 
4wm liit childhood a peculiar affefiion for kioi, 
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parent. The falfe fenfe of honor which in- 
lligated him to it, might feem indeed fome- 
thing excufeablcf^ in thofe unripened years, 
and coniidering the profeffion of hi« fafher, 
brother, and uncle ; but I have often heard 
bin) mention this rafhnefs with that regret 
which the refleftion would naturally give to 
fo wife and good a man in the maturity of 
life. And I have been informed, that after 
his remarkable converfion, he declined ac- 
cepting a challenge, with this calm and truly 
great reply^ which in a man of his experi- 
enced bravery was exceeding graceful : " I 
fear finning, though you knew I do not fear 
fighting," 

He fervcd firft as a Csidet, which muft 
have been very early ; and then, at 14 years 
old^.he bore an Enfign*s commiffion in a 
Scots regiment in the Dutch fervice ; !n 
which he continued till the year 1702, wJjcit: 
(if my information be right) he received an 
Enfign's commiffion firom> Queen Anne^ 
which he bore in. the battle of Ramillies^ 
being then in the 19th year of his age. In 
this ever memorable a£lion, he received a. 
wound in his mouth by a muiket ball, which 
bath often been reported to be the occafion 
of his converfion. That report was a mif*- 
taken one; but as.fome very remajrkabl^.. 
3 z circumftanceftv: 
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circumftances attencted this affair, wbicb* I 
have had the pleafure pf hearing move than 
Qiice from hi^ own mouth, I hope my reader 
^iiiexcufe me, if I give hiipfo uncommon 
a ftory at large. 

Qur young officer was of a party in the 
Forlorn Hope, and was commanded * on 
what feemed almoft a^defperate fervice, to 
difppffefs the French of dit. church yard at 
Ramillies,. where a considerable number of 
them were pofted to remarkable adv^tage. 
They fuccceded much better than was ex^* 
pe^ed ) and it may be well fuppofcd, that 
Mr. Gafdiner, who bad before been ib 
feveral encounters, and had the view of 
making his fortune, to animate the natural 
intrepidity of iiis fpirit^ was glad of fuch aa 
opjportunity of fignabzing himkWS Ac-* 
cordingly he had planted lis colours on an 
ad^^nced ground ; and while he was calling 
to his men, (probably in that horrid Ian', 
guage which is fo. peculiar a dHgrace tQOuir 
fol^ery, and fo abfurdly common in fuch 
articles^ of extreme danger) he received a 
iboc into his mouth > which, without beau 
ing out any of his teeth, or touching the 
fore part of his tongue, went thn>ugh his 
neck, and^came out about a^n inch and an 
half on the left fide^f tbe- utrUhra^ Nm 

: .|celing- 
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fiMling:, ftt firft, 0^^ p^in of ihe ftroke^ be 
wondciiea "what was beecHne ©f ^hc ball, iind 
in ibe wiidne^ of fcii furpyftej, hisg^nr to fuf- 
pcft 1« had ft^silov^d My tut dropping 
foon altera be traced the j^j^ifegeof il by hi^ 
finger^ wfeen be could difcaver it Po Qtfe?i:: 
way > wbich I rtewipn as onc^circiwmftawfi 
among jnany lyMch oecujr» to maJce it ^iw-q-l 
haWe thai the gHmrpein ofihQk who &11 
in baitlc by tbefe inftrumcmei <}f de«h, feel 
very litiJe angguifli from il«p7|»pft rooitak 
wound*. 

This accident happened about five or fiat 
in the evening, on the ngd dny of May, in 
the year 1706; and the army purfuingics. 
advantages againft tb^ Fre^ehi without evejr 
regarding the wounded, (which was, it 
feems, im Duke of Marlborough's ccmftaut 
method) our young, ofliccr Jay all oigbt m 
the fieki^ agitated, as well ipay be JUppofed^r 
with a great variety of tboMghts. He aflur- 
ed me, that when he refleSed upon the eir- 
cnmfiances of hii wound, that a ball ihouid, 
aa he then conceived it, go through hi^ bead 
without killing htm, be tbougbt.God hadt 
preferved him by miracJe; and therefore 
ajQTuredly concluded that he ibould live» 
abandoned and defpecate as hb ft ate then 
feemed tab«# Yei^whichi 10 <oe appeafcd 

very 
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very aftoftiSinghe ii4d lJtt4e thfi^gbls'oP 
humblitig bfmfelf before • God) and return^^ 
.ing to him after the wattJeHngsof ^lifefo. 
licentioufly begun. But expefting to re- 
cove.rj his tnind was talced up with contriv- 
^ces'tofeicuFe his gold, of which he had a. 
pretty deal aibcfut'hrm 5 and be had recourfe 
to avery odd expedient, whiGh proved fuc- 
cefsful. Exp^6ling to be ftripped, he firft 
took Oat a handful of that clotted gore, o^ 
which he was ^frequentjy obliged -to clear 
his mouthy or he would have been choaked ; ' 
and putnngk into his left hand^ he took 
otit his moneyi (which I think, was about 
i9^piftoIes):andihuttinghifi hand^ and be(* 
mearing the back paa-t of it with blood, he^ 
kept it in this poikion till -the. blood dried 
in fuch a maimer that his hand could not 
cafily. fall open, though any&dden furprirc 
ihould happen, in whieh he might lofe 
the prefence of mi^id which' that conceal- 
ment otherwife wouldhave required, 

Itithe morning the French, who were* 
matters of that ^t, though their forces 
were defeated at fome4iftance, came ta 
plunder the flain; and feeing him to ap- ' 
pearance almoft expiring-, one of them was. 
juft applying a fword to iws breaft, to def- 
Voy the littk remaindcic of life; when i^u 

the 
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^ crkical moment upon whiA all the ck- 
traordinary tevesusoffucha life as ki$ zlkct- 
wards fo-oyeH were fufpendedfa cocdelier, 
-^M^ho attefided the plunderers, imerpofed, 
taking him by bis dne(s £3r a Frenchman ; 
and feid^ ^ Do not kill that . poor x:hild»*' 
Our young foidier heard all thai pafied^ 
though h^ ^2» notableio fpeak one word ; 
amd opei^ing his eyes, made a fipn for IcHne- 
•ihsng jbo drijnJ;. They gav.e hua a fiip of 
fom^ fykiiwms liiqiior9 which happened to 
J)ie a( Jiaod ; by yrhkk be faid he found a 
moK fenfible refre&oient, than he could 
TemoDftber iro(m. any thing he had tafted ei* 
iker jbefore or fince. Then figning to the 
Friar to lean down his ear to biis mouth) he 
employed the firft efforts oThis feeble breath 
in (felling ibtm, (what) alas! was a contrived 
felii^ood) ikat be was nephew to the Gov*' 
emor*of Huy, a neutral town in the nei^ 
borhood, and tbat» if he could take any . 
metlaod of conveying him thither, he did 
not doubt toi his nnck would lifaensdlly re«- 
ward him. He hftd indeed a friend at 
Hu^, (who I think wat governor^ and if I 
miftake not^ had been acjqpiaimed with the 
C^tainhis &ther^.fiom whom .be expe3# 
^ a kind reception; i^ut the relation wai 
ooly piretended. On* hearmg this they 
iiad hiai ona f jct of ii9i^bariipW| and feat 
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him by a file of mufquetcers towards^ thft 
place ; buc the men loft their way, and got 
into, a wood towards the evening, in which 
they were obliged to continue all night.-~ 
The poor f)atient's wound being ftiU on- 
dreffed, it is not to be wondered that by 
lhi$ time it raged violently.. The anguiih 
. of it engaged him^ earn«ftty to beg,that they 
would either kill him outright, or kavc him 
there to die, without- the torture of any far- 
ther motion ; and indeed they were obliged 
to reft for a confiderable tirae^ on account 
of their own wearinefs. Thus he fpent the 
fecond night in the open air, without any 
thing more than a common bandage to 
flanch the blood.. He hath often mention^ 
ed it as a moft^ aftonifhing providence, that 
he did not bleed to death; which, under 
God, he afcribed to the remarkable coldneie 
of thefe two nights. . 

Judging it quite un&fe to attempt carryi- 

ing him to Huy,^ from whence thfey were 

now fcveral milcu diftant, his convoy took 

him^ early in» the moi^ning to a conv^titin 

the neighoorhood ; where hd was bofpitably 

receivedjand treated with great kindnefsand 

tendernefs. But the cute of his wound was 

j«tCommitted to an ignorant baiter furgeon, 

troy ^ lived near the houfe ; the heft fliift that 

.irth^n he laade^ at a time when it may 



Lir£ OF Co L. GARDINER. 2^ 

eafily be fuppofed perfons of ability in their 
profeffion had their hands full pf employ- 
ment. The tent which this artift applied, 
was aimoit like a peg driven into the wound ; 
and gentlemen of ikill and expei;icnce,when 
they came to hear of the manner in which 
he 4vas treated, wondered how he could 
paffibly furvivefuch management. But by 
the bleffing of God on thefe applicatidns^ 
rough ^as Aey were, he recovered in a few 
months. The Lady Abbefs^ who called 
him bei-Jon, treated him with the afFe£lion 
and care of a mother; and be always de^ 
clared, that everything which he faw within 
thefe walk, was conducted with the ftri^left 
dexsency and decorum. He received a great 
many devout admonitions from the ladies 
there ; and they would fain bave perfuaded 
him to acknowledge what they thought fo 
miraculous a deliverance, by embracing the 
Gatholick faith, as they were pleafed to call 
it. But they couldnot fucceed : for though 
no religion lay near his heart, yet he had 
too much of the fpimt of a gentleman,1ight- 
ly to change that toitm of religion which he 
wore, as it ^vere loofe about him ; as well as 
too much good fenfe, to fwallowihofe mon- 
ftrous abfurdities of popery, which imme- 
diately prcfcnted thcmfelvcs to him, unac- 
quainted 
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qxisriffted as he was with the niceties of the 
controverfy. 

When his liberty was regained by an ex- 
change of prifoners, and his health thor- 
oughly eftablifliedr he was far from render^ 
ingunfo tht Lord^ arcording to that wonder-- 
ful diiplay of divine mercy which he had 
experienced. I know very little of the par- 
ticulars of thofe wild, thoughtlefs, and 
wretched' years, which lay between the 
nineteenth and the thirtieth of his life; ex* 
cept k be, that he' frequently experienced 
the divine goodiiefs in i^enewed inftances, 
particularly in prefer vitlg? him in feveralhcH 
military anions, im^ all which' he never re- 
ceived {(^ much as^ a wound after thi», for* 
Vi^Qzd as he was in tempting danger ; and 
yet,' that all thefe years werefpent in an en«^ 
tire alienation from God, andan eager pur- 
fuii df animal pleafure, as his fupreme good* 
The feriesof criminal dmoiirs^ in which' he 
was^ almoft; ineelTantly engaged during thisr 
time, muft probably have afforded fpmere-' 
markable advemures and occurrences; but 
the memory of them is perilhed^ Nor do 
J think it unworthy notice here, that aihidft 
all the intiitiacy of our friiendftiip, and the 
many hours of cheerful as well as feriotia 
converfe which wc fpcnt together, I never 
remember to have .heard him fpeak of any 
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of thefe inir^ues^ .otherwife tbam m the gen^ 
eraly with deep and folemn abhorrence; 
This I the rather mention^^as it feemed a 
mofi genuine pcroof of his unfeigned repent- 
ance ; which I think there is great reafon to 
fuipe&9 when people feem to takeapleaf- 
ure in relating and defcribing fcenesof vic- 
ious indulgence^ which yet they profefs to 
have difapproved and forfaken, 

Aoiidft all thefe pernicious wanderings 
from the paths of religion, virtue, and hap- 
pinefs, he appeoved hinifelf fo well in his 
milkarycharadert that he was made a Lieu- 
tenant in .that year, viz. 1706 : And I. am 
told, be was very quickly after p^-omoted to 
a Cornet's commiifion^in Lord Stairs regi- 
ment of the Scots. Greys ; and on the 3 1 ft of 
January, ,17 14-1 5, was made Captain-Lieu- 
tenant in'CoL Ker's regiment of dragoonsr 
He had th^ honor of being known to the 
Earl of Stair fbme time before, and was made 
his Aid de Camp; and when, upon his 
Lordlhip's being appointed Ambaflador- 
from his late Majefty to the court of France,, 
he made fofplendid an entrance into Paris, 
Capt. Gardiner was his mafter of the horfe ; 
and I have been told that a great deal of the 
care of that admirably well adjufled cere-t 
mony fell upon him; fo that he gained 
gi^eat credit by the manner in which he con* 
C i duded 



«6 LIFE o^ Col. GARDINER. i 

duSed it. Under*the benign influences df • 
his Lordfhip's favour, a Captain's commiff- 
ion was procured for him, dated July 2 ad, 
1715, in the regiment of dragoons com- 
manded by Col. Stanhope, (now Earl of 
Harrington) and, in the year lyiyjhe watf 
advanced to the majority of that regiment; 
in which office he continued till it was re- 
duced, on Nov. 10th, 1718 ; when he was 
put out of commiilion. But then his ma- 
jefty George I. was fo thoroughly apprifedl 
of his faithful and important fervices, that 
he gave him his fign manual, entitling him 
t^ the firft majority that fhould become va- 
cant in any regiment of horfe or dragocms, 
which happened aboiit five years after, to 
be in Croft s regiment of dragoons^in which 
he received a commiffion, dated June ift, 
1 724 ; and on the 20th of July the fame year 
he was made a Mijor of an older regiment, 
commanded by the Earl of Stair. 

As I am now fpeaking of fo many of his 
military preferments, I will difpatch the ac- 
count of them by obl'erving, that on the 24th 
0f January, 1729 30, he was advanced to 
the rank of Lieutenant-Coloned in the fame 
regiriient, long under the command of Lord 
Cadogan; with whofe friendfhip this brave 
and vigilant officer was alf > honoured for 
many years. ^ Ai)d he continued in this- 
' rank 
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rank^and regiment, till the 19th of April, 
1743, when he received^a Colonels commif- 
fioaover a regiment of dragoons^Iately com- 
manded by Brigadier Bland ; at the head 
of which he valiantly fell, in the defence of 
bis Sovereign and his country, about two 
years and an half after he received it* - 

We will now return to that period of his 
life which pa{fed at Paris, the fcene of fuch 
ren^arkable and important events. Hecon- 
tinued (if I remember right) feveral years 
under the roof of the brave and generous 
Eaxl of Stair ; to whom he endeavoured to 
approve himfelf by everyinftance of diligent 
and faithful fervice. And his lord (hip gave 
no inconfiderable proof of the dependence 
which he had upon him, when, in the be- 
ginning of the year. 1715, he entrufted him 
with the important, difpatches, relating to a 
difcovery5 which, by a feries of admirable 
policy, he had made, of a deiign which the 
French King was then forming, for invading 
Great Britain in favour of the Pretender; 
in which the French apprehended they 
were fo feciure of fuccefs, that it feemed a 
point of friendihip in one of the chief coun- 
fellors of that court, to diiTuade a dependant 
of his from accepting fome employment un-^ 
der his Britannic Majefty, when propofed 
by his enyoy th<?re ; becaufe it was faid,that 

in 
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j in lefs than fix weeks there would be a rev- 

ohitiony in favour of what they called the 
family of the Stuarts. The Captain ilrC' 
patched his journey With the utmaftfpeed ; 
a variety of €ircumftances 'happily concur- 
red to accelerate it ; and they, who rewiemw 
ber how foon the regiments which that e*! 
ittergcncy required were raifed and arrti'^^ 
Willi I doubt not) efteem it a memorable in- 
ftance, both of themdft cordial zeal in the 
frieitds of the government, and of ihe^T!* 
ious care of Divine Providence, over the 
hoiife of Hanover, and the British libeirfics, 
fo infeparably connefted with its imereft. 

, While Capt, Gardiner was at London, in 
one of the journies he made upon this occk- 
fion, he, with that franknefs which was nat- 
ural to him, and which in thofe daj^sWds 
not always under th6 moft prtrdent reftraSfnt, 
ventured to prediS, from what keknew or 
the bad ftate of the French King's heaithj^ 
that he would not live fix weeksu This was 
made known by fome fpies who were at St* 
JamesV, and came tty ber reported at the 
cburt df Verftrillcs ; for he- received letters 
from fome friends at Paris,advifitig htm not 
to return dihher, unlefshe could recJoncile 
himfelf to a lodging in Ae Baftile; But he 
was foon free from rtiat apprehenfion • fdr, 
if I miftajke flbt, bclbre *a!f thax tiirte waj 

accompliflied, 
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accoihpK&edr M^s X2 V« .died ;* ud^ it dl 
g^seralfy thought j hii death was haftenedi^ ^ 
avr«)f; acctdeBtdl circumftance^ which baa 
tomk refeteiit^ u> ihic CaaptAmt :pr6phicf. 
Forahe laftiime lie ever dised ia public, 
iprbiob^lieur a :.^e:r)^.liule Mobile after tM^n^ 
pdrtof it^adbecfiimade tbereyheihappitimi^ 
m di&OYcc CMir firidib; £nvbyi atabhf tte 
^nfiatbas;. The peutimtioo of . .tbis illul* 
inotts p^foQ was^too great, aead^his attach- 
fluent to the intemii q£ his iby^\ mtifter t(W 
velLktiomm^hoitto rencks hkn.Yeiy tdifagree^ 
aiUe to* that ^crafty. and ^^raoaical prince^. 
whom-God^had.fo long fuffered.- tp be tba 
dr%race ;o£ monarchy^ajifd the ft^urge of 
Europe. He atiiift appeansd vkrJT' laaguidy 
as^ indeed :he wasi; but on oafting^hb eye 
upon the. Earl of Stair,. he affeOed to;a]pp^r 
before him in imucb better ftat& of health' 
dian he really was; and thefefpre^ las^if be* 
bad. been awakened on.aiuddeiifrQm'fome- 
deep reyerief iamexbaiely put bimCelf ini^ 
ail efed prokfiufe, called up a labbtf rad viraC'^ 
ity into hiscountehaate, and eai; much more 
heartily, than .was by any. jmkn$ adviftibJe, 
repeating ititwo or^ three tii)M» to, a- noble-* 
man then in waiting, ^« Metbitik«il eat very 
wel^for aman 'w£[> is to die ib> roon.'f: 
. C a .»ut 

^ U lae ftmbkiAue je ne man^e pas mtj pour un bomme 
' $11 devflitxDoumKiot* 
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But tjiiciifhoSad upon that ngulavky a£ livi- 
nigyi9hichheha<jl for fome time obfenne^ii 
agreed fo ilL with him^ tliat he never reayv^^ 
eR!d tl^is' meal, bat died in fe& than la fost^ 
night. ; This gave occafion for fome humdrv 
ous people to fay, thai old Lewisvalter>ia% 
iffas hiUed' by a Britonir vBm if ithiis ftovy b^ 
true, .which: I think there can be no room to 
dbubt, as the Colonel, (froxn« whom- 1 have 
often beard it, though abfcm, could fearee 
be miiinforiiied)it mightimorei properly be 
laid, that he fell by his own vanity ; in whicb 
view I .thought itfo remarkable, as not to be 
unworthy a place iti thefe memoirs* 

The Captain ^quickly Feturned, and con^ 
tinued with fmall interruptions at Paris, at 
leall till tl)e year i720,andhow much longer 
I do not certainly know. . The EarKs fa-^ 
VQur and generofity made him eafy in his^ 
affairs, though he was, as has been obferved 
befojce,^ part of the time out of commiifion, 
by breaking the regiment, ip. which he be- 
lpnged,of which before he was Major. This 
was, in all probability, the gayeii part of 
his life, and the moft .criminal. ..Whatever 
wife andgoodexamples he might find in the. 
family whfere he had the honor to xefide^ it 
h certaincthat tbQ JFrenckxourt^ during:the 
regency of the Duke :pf; Orleans, was one of 
the mpfl diifolute under heatedw^ What, by 
• »^ '!\ ' a wretched 
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l^vir^MEkai aebufe of language, have been 
<f(Ued inirigms dficrot atid gallaniryy^ttc fo 
entirely, to the J^jor!s then €kge,ncrate tafte, 
t]»^ ir*:hot:iie yib6\s hi/inefs, at lead ike 
ynhoh kt^pfimefed hi« Hie cfinfifted in them ; 
jtfidJker.hMr BOvloQ mudrieifure, fqc on* 
who iwas.fo.. prone to. abufe k./ His fine 
etmftitiiticmf than^i which) perhaps there -^ was 
hardly ever a. belter^ ganre htm ^eat oppor- 
tunities of indulging himfclf m thefe ex- 
cefle^-: and his good Q>iric5 enaUqd him to 
purTue }as pleafures of every kind, in fo 
a^t* abd iprigl^ly a manner, that inulti* 
tude$ envied him,and called httn by a dread- 
ful kind of GQQif^imem, the happy rakt. 

Yet ftill' the" checks^ of cohlbience, and 
iom^ remaining principles of fa good' an led- 
ucamon, would break lin" upon brsr rnqft :li« 
centiaud hours ; and .1 particularly remem« 
bee he.iokline» that.wh^ fome of his difib- 
lutfB cbmpaoiionft were oncre congratulating 
him 00 bisidiftin^ifl)^ felicity, a dog hap^ 
pening at that time toi come into the room, 
be could not forbear: groaning inwafdly^and 
feyiogtp.bin»feil> «:;Ob that.I were that 
dog ! " > Such then was f his happine& ; and 
fuch pejrhapsjs thskt of hundreds more^who 
bear.- ihemfclvesfhigh€;ft in the contempt, of. 
religion, and glory in that infamous. fervi*j 
tadQwhi^ tbty affefl to call liberty* But 
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thefe! It immftraneesdr reaftm and cobfc 
wfere. 10 vairt j and hi fli«ii^,'h6 tranied tkiii^ 
lb f ar, in d»» fetched part of his lifit^^ diat 
i ami ivell afiui^d) <6nie(i6brer £iig)iffiigm^ 
Uemen^ Whb khtsdcndgreslc^hsiel^ceii «brfe^ 
bgionfho'v^agcidfkble^roeverdie ttn^lMVUi' 
beeh td themxsn bther actounts^ Yacht9r*^lei^ 
cdiiied^di§tnfou|i)t bi$;ci(KiYpa7iy ^kdtmg 
they .inigfar^ayerbeciatiafnaosd;antix3orlti]i^ 

' Yet I Cannot find] titat in thefe moftta^^ . 
/bandoned day^ he tras. fond, of cfrin^kifig^! 
Indeed he never had any: natural irel^ tb» 
that kind of: iiitem|»erance/from whieh be* 
ufed tothmki manly -prkfe »fght> be Tul:*^ 
ficiem to preferre perlott^ of4enfea*id fpir- 
k : as by it tte)^ gaire up every ihing'iiati 
difiibguiibes them from the meaneft of iheifi 
ipecies^orJndeed iiioih aftknalschettfdft b6«^ 
loMT it. B6 that if he evtir fell tmo any exy 
G&ffes of this kind^t was merely om ofeotti-v 
plaifance to hi^ coriipany^^andt that he tmght 
not appear fiiST and Angolan His franky 
obliging, and generouiie^peiv procured 
hini many friends T^nd tbefe prmdq^fosy 
irbich rendered.hith ^tvmbtb to ^Aersi not 
being mider the dire^ioifi of> trtie wiTddittK 
and piety^ fonyelimes made him^ in the iMy^. 
of living be purftred^ moipe tmfcafy to hi«kl>^ 
felf^ than he migbt ptrbaj^» ham te^eh i(W 
•.I could: 
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fOoM emireiy have outgrown ^thetn ; e(pe- 
mllyashewas ncvBt 2iJc€pHcmhis prin- 
ei^e«, but ft ill i^taineda fee ret appi^ehen- 
fiMy thst natumi &nd revealed reHgion^ 
though he did not mueh care to think of 
either, were founded in truth. And with 
this conviftioDt bis notorious violations of' 
die-mbll efletttial precepts^ of both, could 
not but occafionfome fecret mifgivings of « 
heart. His continual negleft of the great 
, Author of hi« being, of whofe perfeftions 
he could not doubt, and to whom he kiiew 
himfdf to bfe under daily and perpetual 
obligations, gave him, in fome foments of 
involuntary refleftion^inexpreiflSble remorfe; 
asd ^is^at times, wrought upon him to fuch 
adeg^ee, 'th« he refolved he would attempt 
to |)ky him ftnnfc itcknioiwledgmerits. Ac- 
Goraitigiy fbr a few tnortings he did it; re- 
peating in retirement fbme pafiages out of 
the Pftlms, dbfid p^rbaip^ other fcfiptures, 
which he f^ll i!»tl»ile4 m his tfnemory ; ancl 
oWDing^in a few fttoiig words,th^ many mer- 
desaiiddeii^er^^<:e;s.he ^ad r^i^iv^d^ and. 
tht ill r<c turns he hddMaid^ for them. 

I fitidv among th6 other papers trar^fmit'' 
t«l to me,the folla#i?tlg v^tf^s, which I have 
b»td hitn ii^peat^ as what i^ imf>^Sed 
biib a good deai'iil bift tinconveirted ftate : 
at^ asl fupfpofe^ydiafof^i^tMngtdwai^, 
'ti; . fettin^ 
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fettiog him on this effort towards devotioiiy 
and might probably furnilh out a part of 
thefe orifons, I hope I need make no apol* 
ogy to my reader for infening then?, efpec- 
ially as I do not recoUeft that I have lecn 
them any where elfe. s 

Attend, my foul ! the early birds infpire 
My grov ling thoughts wit^ pirre ccleftial fire r 
They from their temp'rate fleep awake» and pay 
Their thankful anthems for the newborn day. 
See how the tuneful lark is mounted high. 
And, poet like, falutes the eaftern fky I 
He warbles through the fragrant air his lays. 
And feems the beauties of the morn to praife. 
But man, more void of gratitude, awakes. 
And gives no thanks f6r the fweet reft he takes ; . 
Looks on the glorious fun's new kindled flam*. 
Without poe tho't of him from whom it caste*. 
The wretch unhallowed does the day begin ; 
Shakes off his fleep, but Shakes not offhts fm. 

But thefe drains were too devout to con-- 
tinue long in a heart as y^l^ quite unfan.fli- 
fied : for how readily foever he could r^. 
peat fuch acknowledgments of. the divine 
power^ prefence, and goodnefs, and own his. 
own follies and faulty.; he was ftopt (hart by 
the remonftrances p| his i^ohfdcf ice^as to the 
flagrant a|;)furduy of conf<^{fing fins he did 
not defire.to forfakey a^4 ;Qf pretending to 
praife God for his mi^irqi^i^jWhen he did not, 

endeavour 
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endeavour to live to his fervice, and to be- 
have in fuch a manner as gratitude, if fin- 
eere, would plainly diftate. A model of 
devotion, where fuch fentiments made no 
part, his good fenfe could not digeil ; and 
the ufe of fuch language before an heart 
fearching God, merely as an hypocritical 
form, while the fentiments of his foul were 
contrary to it, juftly appeared to him fuch 
daring profanenefs,,that, irregular as the 
ftate of his tnind was, the thought of it ftruck 
him with horror. -He therefore determined 
to make no more attempts'of this fort; and 
was perhaps one of the firft that deliberate- 
ly laid afide prayer, from fome fenfe of 
God's omriifcieiice, arid fome natural prin- 
ciple of honour and conf^ience. 

Thefe fecret debates with himfelf,and itr- 
e{Fe8:ual' efforts, would fdmetimes return : 
but thty were overborne, again and again, 
by the force of temptation ; and it is no 
wonder, that in confequence of them his 
heart grew yet harder. Nor was it (often- 
ed, or awakenedjby fome very memorable 
dtlivcrances, which at this lime he received. 
Htj was in extreme danger by a fall from his 
hotfe, as he was riding poft, (I think in the 
ftreets of Calais) when going down a hill, 
the hotk threw him over his head, and 
pitched over him ; fo that, when he rofe,the 

beaa 
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beaft lay beyond him, and almoft d^ad* 
Yet thpu^ he received not the leaft harms 
it made no feriods imprefiion on his mind« 
In his return from England in th^ packet 
boat, (if I remember right, but aiew weeks 
aft^r the former accident) s^. violent i^orm 
that drpvft them up tp Harwich^tpffed thenoi 
from tbencp for feveral houjs in a dark, 
night, onthe coaft of Holtand»s^ndbrojught 
them ipto fuch extremity, that die Captaia 
of the veffcl urged him to go to prayers imi- 
mediately, if he ever intended to do it at 
all ; fot lie cQi^clud^d, they would in a few 
niinutes be at the boitom of the fea. In 
this circumftanceheididprayi and ifaatv^ery 
fervently too. And it wa« very remark^le 
that while he was ciying Co .God fdr di|)|y-> 
e^anC4^, the wind fell, and quickly afwr they 
arrrived at Calais. But the Major w^ f<> 
Vltxk aff^ed with what had befallen him^ 
that when fome of his gay friends, on hear- 
ing the ftory, rallied him upon the efficacy 
oJF his prayers, be excufed himfelf from the 
fcandal of being thought much in earneft,by 
faying, << that it was at midrnght, an hour 
^* when his good mother and aunt were a- 
*^f]ecp; or elfe he ihouldhave left that part 
«' of the bufmefs to them. ' A fpeech which* 
I ihould not have mentk>Bed, bMt as it Ihews 
in fo lively a view, the wretched fituation <of: 

his 



Ilk- niilid at 4hat tiriiCj thbugh his great de- 
liverance ftom the power of darfenefs was 
then nearly^ approaching. He recounted 
^feJthings to* me with the greateft humili- 
ty, as fhewing how utterly uiiwbrthy he. was 
<^,that mirade of divine grace^by which he 
-was quicKly after hroiught to fo true, and To 
prevalent a fenfe of religion. 

And now I €im cgfrie to that'.aftpnifliir^g 
^part of his ftory^ ti^e accouiK^of his Conner^ 
^n : wbich^ I ;^&nnot; enter* tipbh ' without 
afiuring the -reader, that - JE hive Ibmfetimes 
'been tempted -to -fiJpptefs manyVcif cum- 
jlances df it; not oWly as they may feem in- 
^r^dible ta fome> and enthufiaRical to oth- 
^tss but as I am very fenfible they are liabte 
to great abufes ; which was the reafon that he 
gave me for concealing the moft extraordi- ' 
nary from many perfons to whom he mei». 
^onedfomedf the reft. And I believe it 
was this, together with the defire of avoid- 
ing every thing that might look like oftenta- 
tion on this head, that prevented his leaving 
a written account of it ; though^ I have of- 
ten intreated him to do it ; as I particularly " 
remember I did in the very laft letter I ever 
ivrote him; and pleaded the poffifciTity :of 
his falling amidftthofe dangers, to which I 
•knew his valo&if^ihight in fuch circmTiilances 
• naturally expofe him. I was not f<} habpy 
D att 
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as to receive any anfwer to this letter, whkh 
reachctd him but a few days before hisdeath: 
nor can I certainly fay, whether he had, or 
had not, complied with my requeA; as iti$ 
very poflible a paper of that kind, if it were 
written,, might be loft, aipidft the ravages 
which the rebels made, when they plundered 
Bankton. 

The ftcwry however was fo remarkable,that 
I had little, rjeafon to apprehend I Ihould 
ever forget :^t ; and yet, to guard againft all 
contingencies of that kind, I wrote it down 
that very evening, as I had heard it from his 
own mouth : and I have now before me the 
memoirs of that converfation, dated Augud 
14, 1735, whidi conclude with thefe word% 
(which I added, that if we fliould both hav^ 
died that night, the world might not hav€ 
Joft this edifying and affcQing hiftory, or 
have wanted any atteftation of it I was capar 
ble of giving :) «^N. B. I have written dpwn 
" this account with all the exaSnefs I am 
^ capable of, and could fafely take an oath 
" of it as to the truth of every circumftance, 
**to the beft of my remembrance, as the 
" Colonel related it to me a few hours ago." 
ido ppt know that I iiad reviewed this pa- 

r fince I wrote it, till I fet myfelf thys 
P^'^lickly to record this extraordinary fafl: ; 
but g[ find it pundually . to agree with what 

I have 
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I have often related from my memdry, which 
I charged carefully with fo wonderful and 
important a fa£^. It is with alt folemnity 
that I now deliver it down topaflerity as in 
the fight and pr^fdnce of God, and I chufe 
deliberately tQ expofe my fell to thofe fevere 
oenfures^ which the haughty, but empty^ 
feorn of infidelity, or principtes nearly ap- 
proaching it, and effeaually doi'iig its per- 
nidous woFk,*'may very probatjiy diQate 
upon the occafion, rather than to fnrother a 
relation which may, in the judgment of my 
confcience, be like to conduce fo much to 
the glory of Qo^ the honour ofthe gofpel, 
and the good of mankind. ' One thing more 
I will only premife, that I hope none who 
have heard the Colonel hi mfelf fpeak fomc 
thing of this wonderful fee jfie, will be fur- 
prifed if they find fdme new circum(tance« 
here; becaiifehe aflUred mei,at;the time he 
firft gave me theiVjipfe narratipp,'vihich was 
in the veryiiroomiif^ which I now write,that 
he had never ipiparted it fo fully to any man 
living before'. Yet at the fame time he gave 
roe full liberty to communicate k to whom- 
foever I flipuld )ii niy copfcifehed jiMge it 
might be ytefultQ da it, whcthcx before, or, 
after his death. Accordingly I" did, while^ 
he was alive, recount: alinoft ev^Vy circum-! 
fiance I am now going to write, to ife veral 

pious 
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pious fFiepdsr.; referring rth^in at'the fewnef 
lime to the Colprvcl himfeJf,^henever tbnyr 
might have an opport.itmty of feeing or wrjjb-i 
ipg to hi tn5fQr,'a farther confirina^iGRaf wKafj 
I: told them, if they jadged it jrequifite.-*4; 
Thty gkrtfied }God in Mm; in^; I h«ralbl'/> 
luppe many pf my readers \yill :alfc> d0:jto 
They, wiUr foon perceive ihfe rfeafpft of f^l 
much' caut.iQjU.irf ,my iniriojiwftioft i€> thit^r 
Itorysifor whiph thereff>re I;ih# make nt>\ 
further apology.*' . . . ; . - ■ 

. This memorable event happ/eneti-tpwfeiwfc 
the middle of July, 17^1:9 > biui I cannot be^ 
exafit. as to: the day>. Thb J^ajpr hard fpetit \ 
tfec "e vei?i!H!g {^nd if I miftake n6t it wai^ tbcr 
Sabbath) in fome gay-Cjopil^i^y^ a#id had aa' 
' i^ha|)py affighatiort tvith §a ipa^?ridd' wdirmn^'t 
of what rarifc qr qy ^lity^ I ^lid m^.-parttcukkri r 

.' ■.-.,: : III:- - r« , '• -v: 'r- ''-' ^T '. 
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JFromher own hand, tKiu is, in effea, ,4. fufficjcn^ attcftatigft/ 
hbW a^i¥eibW*it'' ^as to ' th'6fe' atcotities ' wfeich fhe miift; 
yLV4 ofiei headr4ihir€i)lonel ||ttf ojcthiiTMafCtt; • 
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If inquire^ whom he wa^ to attend^xa6tly at 
twelv6. The company broke up about 
eleven; and not judging it convenient to 
aaticipate the: time appointed, he 'went into 
his chamber to kill the tedious hour, perhaps 
with fome amuSng book, or fome other 
way^ But it . very accidentally happened, 
that he took up a religious book, which his 
good mother or aunt had, without^his knowl- 
edge, (lipped into his portmanteau. It was 
called, if I remember the title exiftly, The 
Chri/Uan Soldier^ or Heaven taktn hy Storm ; 
and was written by Mr.Thomas WJi^on. — 
Gueffing by the title of it, that hc^lliould 
find fome (mrafes of his own profeffion fpir- 
ilualized,iiia manner which he thought 
might afford himlbme diverfron* he refolv- 
ed to dipimo it; but he took no ferious- 
notice of adt>y tjii^g hereadinfiiie Arid yet^ 
whyethas book was in his hi.nd, atf^mpref* 
fi(m was made upon his mir^ (perhaps God 
only knows how) which drew after it a train 
of the moid important and happy confe- 
rences 'f ' 
' There is indeed a jioffilll^^^y,.^^^^ Khile! 
he was fitting in this attitude^ i»id reading in 
thficarelefs and profane manner, he might 
fuddcnly fall a^e^p^,! and only dream of what, 
he apprehended be faw. But nothing can 
>e more cert^i'n,than th^when he gave mC; 
Da ' this 
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this reJi^io^^ fe^ judged hirt firff tc bave bccntf 
af^bro^d'awakt, dXiripgahe^ wtel*' timc^ as:* 
he evetr\«a^ in any jiatt of his life-; and»h^* 
x](^ntioi)04 ikto.m^ ieveral dxaesrafts^M^Tdfi^ 
a^ wh?bi,mipd<^j!ibt,edty^ p^&^nat odly ixDlaai 
iaiagiin^i<)fli hw't bcfare hiieyes.* 
^ I^ejibQUght be fiw ai^\unufuai:Maze?©f' 
light. faH oi>>tbe.book- Mrhtl&he'Nd»5(iseadiiigii 
whicb be altt frrft . imaigined ra ight ' happeh^b)f? 
fpme^accidejifc ia .ihe. candle, flirt iif^in^ u^ 
hiis^ ey«i%. bc'^ apjprebendc'cii tcr his exltoiti^ 
aixiazen^^fttf.th^t fiiere' wa«bcj6G)kehrm,as'i^ 
wer.e %i(^ie^dcd in th*aii^' a ^ifiWe repine.': 
femati>?^nof the' Lord Jefus Ghrift! upon tfee> 
croft,; futrouaidQd' on all'fidcdwitlp a giory;| 
and wa§i ir»prdQfird»; a* if a;: voic«^i ob fome-^ 
thing'CquiYaktntto.a voice, 'HaSd: come to» 
him^ tO: tbis effe£i, for be- waisr not^cdflfTdeilo 
^ to tf^fe yfyf .'wfords^ <i' Oh^r ikmet I did< It 

♦ Mr. Sp€ik*yi) tb&ri«tef inett«k)6W-a«cJ^€, iirtierf h^ 

woods' ': ** Alf of' a fuddcn there Was prcfcatcd in a Very 
** lively Ji|i^np^r, iofkyvuw^&t Or tkyiniiilt, a' reprdtntftr 
** tion cF /toy gloripus Redeemer," &c. And U»»:gtii£tUp 
ipan fddsf;,iAA pjuQ&ttfbpfo, " It y^s f<f livdyiand ftjikjtig, 
" thi>' he cd\lrd«fiiOltWVHaher il Was to his bodily eyes^ ' 
**of^ty^fedtiM mihaj' ThUmfcke* m<j' thmfci'tliW 
whatlbadfaid tohim 01^ thephepdmcna.c^ vifioniv^apU 
^ritions, &c, (as teiiig, when mbtt real, fupcrnatqral im«» 
pfeffions' on tKfe irt6igrrtfttioti;t*Aisr tMti' akctoded ^\i\c 
J7y«xiernal. objea) hid fpme:inflideittra*^}tt>n bifh*^ Yti 
fiill it is evident, he looked upoR thjs.a* A.vt^n, wlicthaf 
It were befdre''thc*cjfh^rtfif tW liti*, ifti no( as a dndJit: 



fii8er this {or tfafeov ctndr af e t)ief& the rew 
ti^rns?'' . BiU whdtber^ this w|bs an audible- 
vmce^ioi^only a ibrdngihnpreffioa om: hh^' 
wiAAt^^ly ftriking, he did not feem yer^' 
con&deik';^ tKo«glT,:iojthe beft' of niy. re-^ 
mdiibaiJce^ he rathisr judged irto bdith^;' 
foi'iner« Sttucb v^ith fa atnazing a phertorri-' 
eiioh asi diisy theiet reiriaioedr iiapdly any life^ 
ih bitOjjfo that he fuTik . down inj^ the awn J 
dmf^anwhibhrhcr fftt^^^^and^ conttHt^sd^'he) 
bie^ HOC- exadiy .hdvr. k)iigv infenii&le;; 
(wrhidi A/rai oaae 'ciciciitnilsiliic^ that madt^me/^ 
feyeral-tiiaes take the iibc^ty^to fuggeft^tbatr 
ha iriigbit pdlSbty ho alt:tki» while: aflci^:)4 
Bini towever that were, he qiaickty awer' 
dpen^ his. eysesy ahdfaw nothing mow thati>> 
urual. , . • 

* It may^ eafily tie- foppofcdf he was in^ hrdh ^ 
6ondition:taTnakaany'obfervsation uponthet: 
difi^ ill which he had remained io ati infenf- 
ibke ifiacQ ; nor did he, throa^oiK the^ re^ 
maihdej^ of the- «i)ghtf once recolleft that^ 
crinsinal and> detcftable aflSgnation whidh^ 
Imd btffom engroflbd aii' hk^ thtiughts^ He> 
ifefe in: a? tumult of pailronij; nbt to be con- 
<ieiVed^ and* walked tcanU irb kt hisch^niv 
bet till he was ready to drop^down, in unt 
ttUeXableis^fbotiiflmiem )5Lnd agony of hctart;' 
appearing to himfelf the vileft mbnfteriift 
. the.'clrcatioa of. God| who had all his life 

lime 
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time hntxi crucif^ng;. Chrijl afrefe b}r tis 
fmstand uo^faw^^hc ailuredly believecjy 
ijf a miraculous vifion^ the horror of what he, 
had doaev With this was conne€led'fuch;» 
viewy both of the majefty and gopdnefs o£ 
God> as caufed hita to lothe and abhor him-^^ 
Jtlf^ and to repent' as in iufl and, djkcs^ : He 
ixnniedkately gave judgment againft himfei^' 
that he .was moft juftly worthy of » eterikal 
damnatkm : He was aAonifbed that he had 
not- been ftruck dead in the midft of bi& 
wickednefs : And, which I think deferve^^ 
particular remark, though he. affuJfcdly' be- 
lieved that he fliould ere long be in hell^ 
and fettled it- as a point with himfelf for fevr. 
eral momhs, that the wifdom and jiiftice of 
God did almoft ileceflarily require, that fuck 
an enormous tfinnerihoultl be made an e^e- 
ample of everlafting vengeance, and ttfptc- 
tacky as fueh both to angck and men^ fo that 
he hardly durft prefume to pray for part 
dort; yet what he then fuiFered, was; not fo 
much from the fear of hell, though he con- 
cluded k would fobn be his portioi^as from^ 
a fenfe of that horrible ingratitude he had 
Ibewn to the God of his life, and to that 
bleffed Redeemer, who had been in fo af- 
fefling dLmmnQr/et/arthas crucified before' 

.... . ■' T<^ ■ 
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To this be refers in a lettei*^ dated fraiih 
JDouglaS) April i , ; tyz^ , coaimidiilca^d i* 
ine by hi^ lady,* bat 1 know nonto whom; 
it was addrefl'ed. His v^ords are th'efc :-»^' 
«»Onc thing rdatingrto my co»v?erfibii,fafid' 
**. a remarkable ihftance of the gi^odntefs^ofr 
" Gpd: to^ rmyifie chief of -Jiwk&ys^'X do^not^ 
« remember that r ever told td anyiotbeu^ 
^ pprfoR. It wats-this) that after'the isr^n* 
*• j/^^^iA^^ /./t^rf^^ 1a^y^ bitjftd Lwriyxh^ 
^^ terribk? conditioiji iaplilch I wtevproceed^i 
^ ed not fo much froftv the teiPrors of- thter 
«' law, as from aTelifeof having be*n ft)- uft* 
<^ g^tef&l a monfter to him whom / ^Aot^g:At» 
^« / fzzit'pienciifor frty. trarvfgrefl&oi^i- - . 1? 
tb^ rather infert theli^wofd^' aa- they eyi-*^ 

demly 

Qardii^r'f Ietten» thcy.ve cither fi^om. od^txa^U, whkhl' 
ldrv6 iii' My owni hahdi/^r from copies, wfiich wer< tranf*^ 
minted *c^ tttci from^pei^ibiriiiof UR'dbubt^d creiiif, chiefly by^ 
th^&t^'t I^(Hi6urAble tM La<tyrFHinoef Ganhii^rithre^gbr 
tfic' band/ofthellev. Mr. VC^bfterjonc of f fab nuniften of. 
Wmbnjrgib;' This I tfic'mhfli- nA^ntioii, btfcfiMfc fbittcltit'- 
teiir fnwc been bixsii)^ to «usfae^fCb)Mle^ Gaddihdi^^,.C5kl-^« 
cermo^^ which I. have not pv^lv been veyy dubious, bi|t- 
indral^ kcrialn, that they cbiila iipt have' been' writtcii by 
"-btfcVi.I'hate alfoheWd'of ttkAyV'wl»'hbVffbee'n'ftMdof^ 
' 9Shkvia§ the- w6i4<i,-th§tH)i|^ yi|4re* w^U ^uainted yndit 
him/aftd were near hfata wnciv Ae fell*, whofc. rc|^rtf b.iv«: 
bfceh 'ftl^ft^iAion^tot %ir?tnc&h}other; as win as* conrraf)r 
to cliaitite^mibnr 'rehktli)[|^61i&9TlVcu<n$l^ncctf tif ' iiik deatH; ; 
which, Oft .the whoie^ ap{>ea^to nebe|rond contrptierfy r 
t^e'iii6iV natural' and aUtheiiiic : From whence thefeford JL" 
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dently'atleft the circilrtiftance which majr 
feem mbft amazmg in this affair, and con- 
tain fo exprefs a de^claration of his own ap- 
prchehfion concerning it. 

In this view k may naturally be fuppofed 
that h^ paffed the remainder of thie night 
waking ;'and he could get but little reft ini' 
feveral that followed. His raind was con- 
tinually taken up in reflefting on the divine 
pufity aiid goodnefs : ths grace which had * 
been propcfed to him^ ivt the gofpel^ and 
which: he had rejefted; the fifigular advan- 
tages' he had erw oyed' arid abuled ; and the 
niany favxjurs of Pmvidence which he hiad 
received^ particularly in refcuing him frotii * 
fe: many imnMnent dangers- of death, which* 
he now few muft have been attended with 
fttch dreadful and hopelefs deftfa£lteri.i-^ 
Thfe privileges of his fedjrcation, ^yhjc^v he 
had: fo much defpifedj now lay wkhan ai- 
moft infuppprtaWe- weight . on his lyiind ; 
and the folly of that career of finfuVplea-.' 
fure,.which he had. famany years bedn run- 
ningwith defpferat^ eageTiief3 andun^or-; 
thy deHght, now filled hm with Indigna- 
tion againft himfclfi and againft the- great . 
djRcdycrVby whonii^^^'^e his own phrafe) , 
he bad been ** fo wretchedly and f^anda-* 
loufly befooled.'* -This: he ufed ^often t.t>; 
cxprcfi iii .tbc ilrojJgfLft terim ; which 1 

ftiall 
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Aall not repeat fo particularly^ as I tan- 
not recolleft feme of them. But on 4he 
.vhole^ it is certain, thati)y what pafied be- 
fore he left his chamber. the next day^ the 
^ote frame and difpolition of his foul was 
new modelled and changed; fo that h^ be- 
-came and continued to the. Iaft4ay of his 
exemplary sjnd truly chriftian Hfe, the very 
-reverfe of what he had been before. A va- 
riety, of particulars^ which I am afterwards 
to mention, will illuftraieihis in the moft 
conviBcing manner. ^ But I cannot proceed 
to them, without paufing a while to : adore 
fo iUuftrious an inftance of the power amd 
freedom of divine grace^and intreating ray 
■reader ferioufiy to reflefl upon it, that his 
.own heart may be fuitably affe&ed : For 
Xurely^ if the truth of the faOT be admitted 
in the loweft vieWs in which it can be plac- 
ed, (that is, fuppo#ng the firft impreffionto 
have pafled in a dream) it muft be allowed 
to have been little, if any thing, lefs than 
miraculous. It cannot in the courfe of na- 
ture be imagined, hoyffuch a dream fliould 
arife in a mind full of the moft impure ideas 
and aifeOionsjand as he himfelf often plead, 
more alienated from the thoughts of a crwa- 
Jied ^aviour^ than from any other objeft that 
can be conceived : Nor can we furely fup- 
,pofc it fliould, without a mighty energy of 

' the 
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itheiditioc power, .to c^eBual tt> iprofluoc 
jRt)t;Ofily;,fotne}tranfiem flow of pcLffioiislMit 
ib emite* find fo pexmatiQnta change in char- 
:gi^qr/aDd canduft.- 

;Qn tiie.\\fhoIe diotefore, I mirfl beg-kave 
:iP:e»prefs.tny pwn fenthnems of ahe matter, 
jjyiiepeaaimg on this ocdafion what I wrote 
fQveral years ago,, in .my eighth feraiion on 
Mfg^neraiianjin a paffage diftatcd chiefly'by 
^tbe.circumfiamial knowledge which L^had 
!o£tfais'.;«aiia£iRg.ftp|-y,iand metfainks ftlffic- 
it^ndy. vindicated by it, if it ^ood enrirely 
aWhe ; mhich yet i muft t»kc the liberty to 
ifoy, it does TO>t : For I^ hope the world wifl 
be paiiticulaidy informed, that there is at 
Iciitt alecond, that very nearly approaches 
hvwheneverthe eftablilhed church of Eng- 
land flialllofe one of its brighteft living or- 
naments, and one of the moft ufeful mem. 
tbers^wbich that, or perhaps any otherGMft- 
ian communion, can boaft : In the mean 
>tiffle may his. exemplary life be long con- 
tinued, and his zealous rainiftry abundantly 
profpfercd ! I> beg my reader's pardon for 
thisdigreffion. The paffage I referred to 
, above' is remarkably, though not equally, 
•applicable to both the cafes, as it fiands in 
page ' 2163, of the firft- edition, under that 
-head where I am fhewing,'that God fome- 
times accomplilhe$ the great work of whicji 

we 
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wt fpeak, by fecret and immediate inAref- 
fions on thetnrnd. After preceding illtif- 
trations, there are the foUovring words, on 
which the Colonel's tanverfibn will throw 
the jufteft light : « Yeaj I hare known thofc 
** of diftinguifhed genius, polite manners, 
•* and great experience in human affair^ 
«* who, after having outgrown all iht im« 
«« preffions of a rdigious education ; after 
^ having been hardened, rather than fubdu- 
^ ed,by the moft lingular mercies, evert va- 
^ rious, repeated and aftonifhing deliver- • 
w ances, which have appeared to tnemfelvei 
^ no feft than miraculous ; after having liv- 
^ cd fost years wiihrna God in the world, no- 
^ toriotifly corftipt themfelves, and labour* 
«« ing to the utmoft to corrupt others, have 
" been ftopt on a fudden in the full career 
^ of their fin, and have felt fuch rays of the 
*• divine prefence, and of redeeming love, 
•< darting in upon their minds, almoft like , 
^* hghtning from heaven, as have at once 
•^ rouzed, overpowered, and transformed 
** them : So that they have come out of 
^ their fecret chamber* with an irreconcile- 
** able enmity to thofe vices, to which, when 
•^ they entered them, they were the tameft 
^ and moft abandoned flaves ; and haveap- 
^ peared from that very hour the votaries^ 
•* the patrons, the champions of religion ; 
E and 
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" and after a courfe of the moft r€;(blute 
" attachmQnt to it, in Tpite of all.theteafon- 
** ings or the railleries, the importunities or. 
<< the reproaches, of its enemies, they have 
<* continued to this day fome of its brighteft 
^\ ornaments : A change, which I behold 
*^ with equal wonder and delight, and which 
^^ if >a nation fhould join in deriding it, X 
f^ would adore as the finger of God." 

The mrnd of Major Gardiner continued 
from, this remarkable time till towards the 
end of Oflober, that is, rather more than ^ 
three months^ but efpecially the two firft of 
them, in as extraordinary a fituation as one 
can tirell imagine. He knew nothing of the 
joys arifing from a fenfe of pardon ', but, on 
the contrary, for the greater part of that 
time, and with very fliort intervals of hope 
toward thecnd of it, took it for granted,that 
he miift, in all probability, quickly p^rifti. 
Neverthelefs, he had fuch a fenfe of the evil 
of fin, of the goodnefs of the Divine Being, 
and of the admirable tendency of the Chriit- 
fan revelation, that he refolved to fpend the 
remainder of his life, while God continued 
him out of hell, in as rational- and as ufeful 
a manner as he could ; and to continue catt- 
ing himfelf at the feet of divine mercy every 
day, and often in a day, if peradventure 
there might be hope of pardon, of which all 

that 



^1 
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that he could fay was, that he did not abfo- 
lutcly dejpair. He had at that time fuch at 
fcnfe of the degeneracy of his' own heart, 
that he' hardly durft form any determinate 
refolution againft fin, or pretend to engage 
himfelf by any vow in the prefence of God > 
but he was continually crying to hinm that he 
would deliver him from the bondage of cor* 
ruption. He perceived in himfelf a moft 
furprifing alteration with regard to the dif- 
pofitions of his heart; fo that, though he 
felt little of the delight of religious duties^ 
he extremely defired opportu^iities of bein^ 
engaged in them; and jhofe licentious 
pleamresjwhich had before beeahis heaveny 
were now abfolutely his averfion. And in- 
deed, when I confider how habitual all thofe. 
criminal indulgencies were grown to him, 
and that he was now in the prime of life,, 
and all this while in high health too, I can«* 
not but be aftonifhed to refle6t upon it, that 
he fiiould be fo v^onditxiyxWy fanBtfied in body^ 
as well as in Jml and fpirit^ as that, for all 
the future years of his life, he, from that 
hour ihould find fo conftant a diiinclination 
to, ahd abhorrence of, thofe criminal fenfu- 
alities, to which he fancied he was before fo 
invincibly impelled by his very conftitu- 
tion, that he was ufed ftrangely to think^ 
and to fay, that Omnipotence itfelf could not 

Tefoim 
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refori^i hiro, withput deftroying that bodjr^ 
^nd giving; him another.* 

Nor was he only delivered from that 
bondage of corruption, which had been ba- 
{}itual to him for fo many years, but felt ia 

his 

* Mfi Spears cxpr^tfe* this wonderful circumftancc ill 
tlwfe roiriaTkaWc words : ** I was (faid.the Colonel to mt) 
*' efFe£lgLaHy. cujed of all inclination to that ^n I was fo 
^ jlrongTy addi6led to, that I thought nothing but {hooting 
^ me tbiough the head could have cured me of it ; and- aft 

V defir^and inclination to > it was removed, as entirely a» 
^ ff I had been a fuckiqe child; nor did the temptaiion 
•*'-rettfrn to this day." Mr. Webfter's words on the- fame 
iiabje£l are thefe : **One thing I havehearxl the Colonel 
^ fi-e.quentiy fay, that he was much addi6led to impurity, 
** before his acc[u'aintance with religion ; but that, folbon 

V as he was enlightened from above, he felt tAe power of tAe 
t<. ffofyGkofi, changing his nature fo wondcxfully, that bit 
*< fanaification in this re(pe£i feemed more remaikablcL 
*^than in any other .^* On which that worthy perfon 
QvaKesthis very rcafonablc rofiefUon : ** So thorough a^ 
*^, change of fu.ch^ polluted nature, evid«nccd>b^ the sopfi. 
** unblcmilhcd walk and copverfation for a long courfc of 
*^:yearSy demonfirates indeed the power of tke highejl^zrki 
*4 leaves no room to doubt of its reality." Mr. Spcar» 
fays, this happened in three days time : But from what 
i c^n recoiled, all that the Colonel could mean by that 
^prellion, if he ufed it, a» I conclude he. did, was, that 
lie. began, to ma^e the qbfervation in the fpace of three, 
days.; whereas, during that time, his thoughts were fo ta-u 
\Un up with the wonderful views prefected to his mind, 
tlvat he did not immediately atteno to it. If he had with- 
in the firft three days any temptation to feek fomeeafe 
from the anguiOi of his mind, in returning to former fen- 

"'j^Uiies, it is a drcumAance he did qok mention to me ;:. 
ar^,l^ whati canreco)le£lofthe (Irain.of his dikovak^/ 
ht intimated, if he did not exprefs, the contrary. 
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his breaft {o contrary a dirpoiition that he 
was grieved to fee human nature, in thofe to 
whom hp was mod entirely a ftranger, prof- 
tituted to fuch low and contemptible pur- 
fuits. He therefore exerted his natural 
courage in a very new kind of combat, and 
became an open advocate for religion, in all 
its principles, fo far as he was acquainted 
with them, and all its precepts, relating to 
fobriety, righteoufnefs, and godlinefs. Yet 
he was very defirous and cautious, that he 
might not run into an extreme, and made it 
one of his firft petitions to God, the very 
day after thefe amazing impreffionshad been 
wrought in his mind, that he might not be 
fuffered to behave with fuch an afieded 
ftifihefs and precifenefs,as would lead others 
about him into miilaken notions of religion, 
and expofe it to reproach or fufpicion,as if 
it were an unlovely or uncomfortable thing. 
For this teafon he endeavoured to appear as 
cheerful in converfation as he confcientiouf- 
fy could ; though, in ftite of all his precau- 
tions, fome traces of that deep inward fenfc 
which he had of his guilt and mifery, would 
at times appear. He made no fecret of it, 
however that his views were entirely diang- 
cdj though he concealed the particular cir- 
ciimftances attending that change. He told 
Jkis maft intimate companions freely ^that he 
£2 had 
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^ ' had refleflted on the courfe of life in which 

, he had fo long joined them, and found it lo 

i be folly and madnefs, unworthy a rational 

\ creature, and much more unworthy perfons 

calling themfelves Chriftians. And he fet 

up his ftandard, upon all occafions, againft 

principles of infidelity, and pradices of vice, 

as determinately, and as boldly, as ever he 

difplayed or planted Aw xolourSyVfhcn he bore 

them with fo much honour in the field. 

I cannot forbi^ar mentioning one ftruggle 
of this kind which he defcribed to me, with 
a large detail of circ^imftances, the firft day 
of our acquaintance. There was at that 
I tipe in Paris a certain lady, whofe name^ 

then well known in the grand and the gay 
world, I muft beg leave to conceal, who had 
I imbibed the principles of Deifm,and valued 

hejfelf much upon being an avowed advo- 
cate for them. The Major, with hi^ ufual 
franknefs, though I doubt not with ihatpo- 
litenefs of mannejs which was fo^h^bltual to 
him, and which he:xet3ined throughout hi^ 
whole life^ anfwered her, Jikc a man who 
|>ex:fe6[ly faw through the fallacy of her as- 
gui^ents, and, was grieved to the heart for 
[ her deli^fipn. Qn this fhe briikly chall^iig- 

ed him tp deba^ the matter at large, andf to 
Bx.upon a day foi^ that purpofe, when he 
fhould dine with hfiriMt^&ded with any Ckfh 



LIFE OF Col. GARDINER. 55 

jgyman he might chufe, whether of the Prot- 
eftant or Catholic communion. A fenfe of 
duty would not allow him to decline this 
challenge ; and yet he had no fooner ac- 
cepted it^ but he was thrown into great per- 
plexity and diftrefs, left being, (as I remem- 
ber he expreffed it, when he told me the 
ftory) only a Chrijlian of fix weeks old^ he 
fliould prejudice fo good acaufe, by his.un- 
Ikilful saanner of defending it. However^ 
he fought his refuge in earned, and repeat- 
ed prayers to God, that he, who can ordain 
Jlrengthj and fierfeS praife, out of the mouth 
of babes andfucklings^ would gracioufly en- 
able him, on this occs^iion, to vindicate his 
truths in a manner which might carry con* 
vi£lion along^ with it. He then endeavour** 
edtomarihalhhe arguments in bis own mind 
as well as he could; and apprehending that 
he could not fpeak with fo much freedom 
before a nuj:ni)ier of perfons,efpecially before 
' fuch whofe province he niight in that cafe 
feem to invade, if he had not devolved thee 
principal: part of the difcourfe upon them^ 
he eafiiy admitted, the apology of a Qj^rgy* 
man or two, to whom he mentioned the af- 
feir^and waited on the lady alone upon the 
day appointed. But his heart was fo fet 
upon, the bu^inefs, that he came earlier than 
be, ^ps^expe^ed^aod time eaaugh to hav« 

two 
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two hours difcourfe before dinner ; nor did 
he at all decline having two young perfons, 
nearly related to the lady, prefent during 
the conference. 

The Major opened it with a view of fuch 
arguments for the Chriflian religion as he 
had digefied in his own mind, to prove that 
the Apoftles were not mifiaken themfelves, 
and that they could not have intended to 
impofe upon us, in the accounts they^give of 
the grand fafls they atteft ; with the truth 
of which fa£b, that of the Chriftian religion 
is moft apparently conne3ed. And it was 
a great encouragement to him, to find, that 
unaccufiomed as h6 was to difcourfes of this 
nature, he had an unufual command, both 
of thought and expreflion ; fo that he recol- 
leded, and uttered every thing, as he could 
have wilhed. The lady heard with atten- 
tion; and though he paufed between every 
branch of the argument, fhe did not inter- 
rupt the courfe of it, till he told her he had 
finiflied his defign,and waited for h::r reply. 
She then produced fome of her obje8ion% 
which he took up and canvafled in fuch a 
manner, that at length flie burft out into 
tears, allowed the force of his arguments and 
replies, and appeared, for fome time aftei) 
fo deeply imprefled with the converfation^ 
that it was obferved by feveralof her friends: 

And 
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And there is reafon to believe^ that the im- - 
predion continuecj^ at leaft fo far as to pre- 
vent her from ever appearing under the 
charaQer of an unbeliever or afceptic. 

This is pnly one fpecimen among many, 
of the battles, he was almoft daily called ou,i 
to fight in the caufe of religion and virtue j 
with relation to which I find him exprcffing 
himfelf thus, in a letter to Mrs. Gardiner, 
his good mother, dated from Paris, the 25th 
of January following, that is, 1719-20, in 
anfwer to one, in which flie had warned him 
to expeflt fuch trials : " I have, (fays he) 
« alreicfy met with. them,, and am obliged to 
" %ht and difpute every inch of ground : 
<< But all thanks and praife to the great Cap- 
'* tain of my falvation^ he fights for me ; 
** and then it is no wonder, that Lcome off 
" mote, than conqueror ; '* by which laft ex- 
preffion I fuppofe he meant to infinuate, 
that he was llrengthened and eftablifhed, 
rather than overborne by this oppofition* 
Yet it was. not immediately, that he gained 
fuch fortitude. He has often told me how 
much he felt in thofe days, of the emphafis 
of thofe well chofen words of the Apoftle^^ 
io which he ranks ike. trial of cmel mockingSy 
^ith fcourgings, and bonds, and imprifon- 
loents. The continual railleries with which 
he was received) in almoft all companiea 

where 
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wBerc he had been moft famiKar before, did 
often diftrcfs him beyond meafure ; fo that 
he has feveral times declared, he would 
much rather have marched up to a battery 
of the enemy's cannon, than have been o- 
bliged, fo continually as he was, to face fuch 
artillery as this. But like a brave foldier in 
the firft^ aftion wherein he is engaged, he 
continued refolute, though Ihuddering at 
the terror of the affault ; and quickly over- 
came thofe impreflionS) which it is not per- 
haps in nature wholly to avoid : And there- 
fore I find him in the letter jeferred to a- 
bove, which was written about half a year 
after his converfion,"quite afliamed to think 
*' of the uneafinefs which thefe things once 
^ gave him."^ In a word, he went on, as 
every refolute Chriftian by divinegrace may 
do, till he turned ridicule and oppofition in- 
to refpeft and veneration. 

But this fenfible triumph over thefe diffi- 
culties, was not till his Chriftian experience 
had been abundandy advanced by the bleff- 
ing of God on the fermons he heard, partic- 
ularly in the Swifs chapel, and on the many 
hours which he fpent in devout retirement, 
pouring out his whole foul before God in 
prayer. He began, within about two 
months after his fii% memorable change, to 
perceive fome fecrct dawnings of more 

cheerful 
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cheerful bopey that vile as he fiiw himielf td 
he^ (and I believe no words can exprefs how 
vile that was) he might neverthelqfs obtaih 
mercy through a redeemer. And at length, 
if I remember right, about the end 9f 08:p- 
ber, 1719, he found all the burthen of his 
mind taken off at once, by the powerful im- 
preffion of that memorable fcriptqre upon 
his mind; Rom. iii. 25,26. Whom God 
hath fet forth for a propitiation through faith 
in his bloody to declare his righteoufnefs in the 

remifjion of fins -that he might bcyfjl^ and 

the jvftifier of him that believeth in jffus* — 
He had ufed to imagine, that the juftice of 
God required the damnation of fo enormous 
a (inner, as he faw himfelf to be. B.t now* 
he was made deeply fenfible, that the divine 
juftice might he, not only vindicated, but 
glorified, in laving him by the blood of Jefus^ 
even that bloody which cleanfcth us from all 
f,n. Then did he fee and feel the riches of 
redeeming love and grace,in fuch a manner, 
as not only engaged him, with, the utmott 
pleafure and confidence to venture his foul 
upon.it ; b]ut even fwallowcd up, as it were, 
his whoif heart in the returns of love^ which 
from that bleffed tiipe became the genuine 
and delightful principle of his obedience, 
and animated him with an enlarged hearty 
to run the way of God's commgindmeniSt Thus 

God 



.^J 
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God was pleafed, (as he hknfdf ufed to 
fpeak) in an hour ti) turn kii captiti^. All 
the terrors of his form/er ftate were changed 
into^ unutterable joy^ which tept him almoft 
continually w akihg for three nights together, 
-and yetrefrefhed hini as the nableft of cor- 
dials. His expreffions, though naturally 
very flrong, always feetned to be ftvallowed 
iip> when he would defcribe the fcries of 
thought through which he now paflcd^under 
the rapturous experience of i^2X jcy unfpttik- 
able and full ofghry^ which then feemed to 
overflow his very foul ; as indeedlhere was 
nothing he feemed to fpeak of with greater 
relifti. And though the firft ecftacies of it 
afterwards fubfided into a more calm and 
compofed delight^ yet were the impreffions 
fo deep and fo permanent, that he afTured 
me, on the word of a Chriftian and a friend, 
wonderful as it might feem, that for about 
feven years after this, he enjoyed almoft an 
heaven upon earth. His foul was fo con- 
tinually filled with a fenfe of the love of 
God in Chrift, that it knew litde intdlrrup- 
tion, but when neceflary convcrl^ajw the 
duties of hi« ftation, called off his||l0Ughts 
for a little tipi^ : and when theyj(]^%, as 
foon as he"x«flas alone, the torrfent returned 
into Its natiiriil channel again ; fo that from 
the minute of hiyawakening in the morning, 

his 
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his heart was rifing to God, and triumphing 
in him ; and thefe thoughts attended him 
through all the fcenes of life, till he lay 
* down on his bed again^ and a fhort par^n- 
ihefis of fleep (for it was but a very ihort 
one that he allowed himfelf) invigorated his 
animal powers, for renewing them with 
greater intenfenefs and fenfibility. 

I fliall have an opportunity of illuftfating 
this in the moft convincing manner below, 
by extrafts from feveral letters which he 
wrote to intimate friends duripg this Happy 
period of time": letters which breathe a 
fpiritof fuch fublime and fervent piety, as I. 
have feldoin met with any where elfe. In 
thefe circumftances, it is no wonder, that he 
was greatly delighted with Dr. Watts's im- 
itation of the 126th Pfalm ; fince it may be 
' queftioned, whether there ever was a perfon, 
to whom the following ftanzas of it were 
more fuitable. 

Wfien God reveaVd his gracious nameV 

. And chang'd my mournful ftate, . , 
My rapture fcem*d a pleafihg dream ; 
The grace appeared fo great. 

The world beheld the glorious change, 

And did thine hand confcfs ; 
My tongue broke out in unknown ftrainii 

And fung lurprifing grace. . 

« Great 
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" Grcaiis the work, " my neighbors cry'd, 

And own'd the power divine : 
** Great is the work," my heart rcply'd, 

"^* And be the glory thine." 

The Lord can change the darkefi fides. 

Can give as day for night, 
Make ftopds of facred forrow rife 

To rivers of delight. 

Letthofe that fow in {adQe(s,,wait 

Till the fair harvcft come : 
They Ihall cdnfefs their -Iheaves are grea^ . 

And fiiout the blelGngs home. 

I have been fo happy as to get the fight 
of five original letters, which he wrote to hia 
ihother about this time ; which do, in a very 
lively manner, illuftrate the furprifing 
change made in the wh<)Je current of bis 
thoughts, anti temper of his mind.. Many 
of them were written in the moft hafty roan* 
ner, jufl; as the courier who brought them 
was, perhaps unexpeQiedly, fetting out; and 
they relate chiefly to affairs^ in which the 
public is not at aji concerned : yet there i» 
hot one of them, in which he has not infert- 
ed fome warm and genuine fentiment of re- 
ligion. And indeed it i^ very ren^rkable, 
that though he was plekfed to honour me 
with a great many letters, and I have fccn 
feverai more which hie wrote toothers, fome 

of 
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of them on journies, where he could have 
bttt a few minutes at command, yet I cannot 
rcGoIleft, that I ever faw any one, in which 
there was not feme trace of piety. And the 
Rev. Mr. Webfter, who was employed to 
review great numbers of them,that he might 
feleft fuch extrafts as he fhould think proper 
to communicate tame,, ha* made the fame 
obfervation,* 

The Major, with great juftice, tells the 
good lady his mother, "^that when fhe fav^ , 
^' him again, fhe would find the perfon in- 
^ deed th^ fame, but every thing elfe entire- 
^ ly changed." And (be might eafily have 
j)erceived it of herfelf, by the whole tenor of 
thofe letters, which every where breathe the 
unaffefted fpirit of a true Chriftian. They 
are taken up, fometimes with giving advice 
and direftions concerning fome pious andl 
charitable contributions ; one of which I 
remember amounted to ten guineas, ^hough^ 
a»he wa« tben out of commiflion, and had 

not 

♦ His words aarc thefis t ** I have read Aver a vaft 
. " number of the Colonel^i letters, and have not £3und 
' onie of them, however (hort, and wrote in the mod 



** paifing manner, even when pofHng, but what is expre(!iv& 
** of the moft paffionate breathings towards his God and 
«» Saviour. If the letter confifts but of two fentenccs> 



*« religion is not foVgot, which doubtlcfs deferves to be 
** carefully ]«mai4eed, as the moft unconiefted evidence 
*< of a pious mind, ever under the warmeil impreifiom of >. 
** divine things.'* ♦ 
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Jiot formerly been very frugal, it cannot he 
fuppofed he had much to fpare ; fometimes 
in fpeaking of the pleafure with which he 
attended fermons^ and expefted facramental 
opportunities; and at other times, in exhort- 
ing her, eftablilhed asfhe wasin religion,to 
labour after a yet more exemplary charac- 
ter and conduQ, or in reconjmending her to 
the divine prefence and bleffing, as well as 
himfelf to her prayers. What fatisfaftiori 
futh letters as thefe miuft give to a lady of 
her diftinguiflied pi^ty, who had fo long 
wept over this dear and amiabje fon,as quite 
loft to God, and on the verge of final de- 
ftruflion, it is not forme to defcribe, or in- 
deed to conceive. But haftily as thefe let- 
ters were written, only for private view, I 
will give a fewfpecimens from them in his 
own words 5 which will ferve to illuftrate, as 
well as confirm, what I have hinted above. 
«> I muft take the liberty," fays he, in a 
letter dated on the firft day of the new year, 
or according to the old ftile, r)ec.2i,i7i9, 
f^ to intreat you, that you would receive no 
" company on the Lord s day. I know you 
«' have a great many good acquaintance,with 
«< whofe difcourfes one might be ver)^ well 
^<edified : but as you cannot keep out, and 
^'V^i in,.whom you pleafe, tli€ beft way, in 
•* nvy humble opinion, will be to fee none/" 

In 
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Tr another, of Jan. 25, " I am happier than 
** any one can imagine, except I could put 
** him exa£lly in the fame fituation with ^ 
*^ myfelf; which is what the world cannot 
** give, and no roan ever attained it, unlels it 
" were from above." In another, dated 
March 33, which was juft before a facrSimfent 
day, «^ Tomorrow, if it pleafe God, I ihall be 
*^ happy ; my foul being to be fed with the 
•* bread of lif e^'which came down from heav- 
" en; 1 fliall be mindful of you all there." 
In another ofJan.29> he thus expreffes that 
indifference for worldly pofleflions, which 
be fo remarkably carried through all the re- 
mainder of his life ; '^ I know, the rich are 
" only Rewards for the poor, and muft. give 
*^an. account for* every penny ; therefore 
*' the lefs I havcj the more eafy will it be to 
*^ render a faithful account of it.** And to 
add no more from thefe letters dit prefent,in 
the conclufion of one of- ^em he has.thefe 
comprehenfive and folemn words : '« Now 
"that he, who is the eafe of the affliaed,the 
'*^ fupport of the weak, the wealth of the 
*^ poor, the teacher of the ignorant, the an- 
^ chor of the fearful, and the infinite reward 
«<^ of all faithful fouls, may pour out upon 
<« you all his richeft bleffings, ftiall always be 
« the prayer of him who is entirely your's, . 

Fa To 
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To tljis aeciount of his correfpondence 
with his excellent mother, I fliall be glad to 
add a large view of another, to which (he in- 
troduced him,, with that reverend and valu- 
able perfon,. under whofe paftoral care ftie 
\ya5 placed, I mean the juftly celebrated 
i)r. Edmund Calamy, to whom ftie cpuld 
not but early communicate the joyful newa 
of her fon's conyerfion. I am not fo hap- 
py as tp be poffeffed of the letters whicb 
pafled, between them, which I have realbii^ 
to believe would make a curious and valua- 
ble colleftion : but I have had the pleafure. 
of receiving, from my worthy and amiable 
friend, the Rev. Mr. Edmund Calamy, on^ 
pf the letters whicb the Doftor, his father^ 
wrote to the Major on this wonderful occa^ 
fion, I perceive by the contents of itjthat 
r it was the (irit ; and indeed it is dated as 
. early as the third of Aqguft, 17 ig, which 
muft be but a few days after bis own account 
dated Auguft 4, N. Sv could reach England* 
There is fo much true religion and good 
fenfe in this paper, and the coun&l it lug- 
geils maybe fo feafonabk to other perfonsin 
circumftances. which bear any refemblance 
to his, that I make no apology to my reader 
for inferxing a large, extract from it* \ 
^ "^Dear Sir, I conceive it will not mucBw 
«« furprife jou to underftand that your good 

« mother 
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^ mothec commumcated to me your letter 
« to her, dated Aug.4, N.S. which brought 
tthcF the news you conceived would be fo 
« acceptable to her. I, who have often. 
« been a witnefs to her concern for you on 
H a fpiritual account, can atteft with what 
tt joy this news was received by her, and kn-^ 
6< parted to me as a fpecial friend, who Ihe 
'« knew would bear a part with her on fuctt ^ 
«i an occalion. And indeed, if (as our Sav- 
« iour intimates, Luke XV, 7, 10) there is^m 
« fuch cafes,^ in heaveny2Lnd among the- 
^ angels of God^ it may well be fujipofcd^ 
^ that of a pious mother, wha has Ipent ' fa 
^v,many prayers and tears upon you, and 
«6 has, as it were, travailed in birth wit ft you 
«•' again, till Ckriji was formed inyoih could 
<« not be fmall. You may believe me if 1 
>« add, that I alfo, as a common friend of 
«* her's and your'sj and which is much more^ 
*6 of "the prince of light, "whom, you now de^ 
^ clare you heartily fall in with in oppofi^ 
« tion -to thai of the dark kingdom, could: 
^ not but be tenderly afFefted with an>ac< 
« count of it under your own hand. My 
" joy on this account was the greater, con- 
",fidering the importance of your capacity^ ' 
^ «* interefts, and pf ofpcfls ; which in fuch 
'^ an age as this, may promife moft happy 
*^ confeqiuences; on your heartily appearing 
. Won 
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44 on God's -fide, and embarkingjn th^ in- 
«'» tereft of our dear Redeemer. If I have 
«^ hitherto at all .remembered you (U the 
«^ throne of grace^ at your good mother's de- 
t' fire, (which you are pleaTed to take notice 
'<^ of with fo much refpeft) I can affure you 
<^ I ftiall henceforward be led to do it,with ' 
'<^ more concern and particularity, both by 
«« duty and inclination, Apd if I- were ca--. 
« pable of giving you any little affiftancc in: 
w the noble defign you are engaging jn, by^ 
«« correfponding with you by letter, while 
*^ you are at fuch a diftance, I fhould do it 
<4 moft cheerfully. And, perhaps, fuch a . 
*' motion may not be altogether unaccepta- 
«^ ble : For i am inclinable to believe, that 
«^ when fome, whom you are oWiged to con-^ 
^ verfe with, obferve your behaviour fodif-*; 
■*^ ferent from- what it- formerly was', and 
. ,** banter.you upon it as mad and fanciful, it 
*« may be fome little relief to correfpond 
^'^ pih one who will take a pleafure. in heart- 
*^ ening and encouraging you. And when 
*' a . great many things frequently offer, in 
*^ which confeience may be concemed,where 
^ duty may not always be plain, nor fuita*- ^ 
« ile perfons to advife with at hand, it rhay 
*' be fome fatisfaftion to you to corr^efpond 
" with one, with whom you may ufe^ frind- 
** ly freedom in all fuch matters, and on 

*< whofe 
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" whofe fidelity you. niay depend. You 
«^ may therefore command rae in any of 
'< thefe refpefts, and J Ihall takeapleafure in 
^^ ferving you. One piece of advife, IfhaU 
^ venture to give yau,, though your own 
*^ good fenfe willmake my enlarging upon 
*• it lefs needful, I mean, that you would-, 
« from your firft fetting out, carefully dif* 

' « tinguifli between: the ejjinkah of real re- 
<^« ligion, and thofe^ things which are com- 
«• monly reckoned by itsprofeflbrsto belong 
"to it. The want of this diftinftion has 
" had very unhappy confequences from one 
" age to a^nother, and perhaps in none more 
<« than the prefent. But your daily con** 
*« verfe with your BiWe, which you mention^ 
" may herein give- you great affiftance. I 
i- move alfo, that fmce infidelity fo much a> 
«4 bounds, you \yould, not only by clafe and 
^. fcrious conGderation, endeavour to fettle 
<6. yourfelf well in the fundamental principles-. 
<^ of religion ; but alfo that, as opportunity 

, '« offers, you. would converfe with thofd 
w books which treat moftjudicioufly on the 
*« divine original of Chriftianity, fuch as 
« Grotius, Abadie, Baxter, Bates, Du Plef-t 
«« fis, &c.which may eftablifh you againft 
«« the cavils that occur in almoft all converfa* 
« tions, and furnilh" you with arguments 
*• which, when properly offered^ may be of 
' . "ufe 
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** ufe to make feme impreffions on others. 
^ But being too much ftraightened to en- 
^ laFge at prefent, I can only add, that if 
^ your hearty falling in with ferious relrgion- 
^ Ihould prove any hindrance to your ad- 
**vancement in the world, (which I pray 
^ God it nhay not, unlefs fuch advancement 
^ would be a real foare to you) I hope you 
« will trull our faviour's word, that it (hall 
^ be no difadvantage to you in the final if- 
^ ftie: He has given you his word for it, 
** Mat. xix. 29, upon which you may fafely 
*« depend; and I am fatisfied, none, thai • 
•• ever did fo, at laft repented of it. May 
• ^ you go oh and pfofper, and the God of 
^ all grace and peace be with you."" 

I think it very evident from the contents 
«f tW^ letter, that the Major had not im- 
parted to his mother the moft Angular cir- 
cumftances attending his converfion : And, 
indeed, there was fomething fo peculiar in 
them, that I- do not wonder he was ?ilways 
cautious in fpeafcing of them, and, efpecially 
thathewas af firft much on ihereferye. We 
may alfo naturaily reflect, that there feenms to 
h4ve been fomething very providential in 
this letter, corifidering the debate in which 
curiHuftrious convert was fo foon engaged; 
for it was written butaboiit three weeks be- 
fore his conference with the lady above men- 
tioned, 
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tioned, in the defence of Chriftianky ; or^ 
at l^ftj before the appointment of it. And 
as forae of the books reccommended by Dr. 
Calamy, particularly Abadie and Du Pleffis^ 
were undoubtedly within his reach, (if our 
Englifti advocates were not) thi$ might, by 
the divine bleffirxg, contribute confidcrably^ 
towards arming him for that cotnbat, in 
which h^ came off with fuch happy fucoefs^ 
And as in this inftance, fo in many ockerS) 
they who will obferve the coincidence and 
concurrence of things, may^be engaged to^ 
adore the wife conduft of providence in Cf 
vents, whicb^ when t^ken fmgly and by 
themfelves, have nothing very reqaarkable 
in them. 

I think it was about this time, that tMt 
refolute and exemplary Gbrlftian entered 
upon that methodical manner of livings 
which he purfued thro^ugli fo many fuc- 
ceeding years of his life, and I believe^ gen- 
erall vj lb far as the broken ft^te of his health 
would allow it in his latter days^ to the very 
end of it- He ufed conftaff>tly to rife at 
four ii^ the, mprning, and to fpend bis limtf 
till fix in the . fecret exercifes of devotion^ 
reading, meditation and prayef ;, in which 
laft he contraQ:ed fuch a fervency of fpirit^ 
^ as I beliieve few men living ever obtained. 
Thi» certainly tended Very much to ftrength- 

en 
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en that firm faith in God, and reverent, att- 
imating fenfe of his prefence, for which he 
was fo eminently remarkable, and which 
carried him through the trials and fer vices 
of life, with fuch fteadinefs, and with fuch 
aftivity ; for he Indeed endured, and afted 
as 3l\fscys feeing Him, who is invijible. If at 
any time he was obliged to go oiit before fix 
in the morning, he atrofe proportionably 
ioontx ; fo that when a journey ,or a march, 
has required him to be on horfeback by 
four, he would be at his devotions at'fartheft 
by rtwo. He likewife fecured time for re-- 
tiren^ent in an evening ; and thai; he might 
have it thetmore at command, and - be the 
more fit to ufe it properly, as well as the 
better able to rife eaVly the next momingy 
he generally went to bed about ten : And 
during the time I was acquainted ^ith him, 
he feldom eat any fupper, but a niouthful 
of bread with one gkfs of wine. In confe^ 
quence of this, as well as of his admirably 
good conftitution, and the long habit hie 
had formed, he required lefs fleep than moft 
perfons I have known : And I doubt not 
but this uncommon progrefs in piety was in 
a great meafure owing to thefe refolute 
habits of felf denial. 

A life any thing like this could not, to be 
fure, be entered npon, in the midft of Rich' 

company 
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-tdiiipany as he had been accuftomed to 
keep, without great oppofition, efpecially, 
as he did not entirely withdraw himlelf from 
-all the circle of cheerful converfation ; but 
on the contrary, gave feveral hours every 
Nday to it, left religion fliould be reproach- 
ed, as having made him morofe. He how- 
ever, early began a praftice, which to the 
laft day of his life he retained, of reproving 
vice and prof anenefi ; and was never afraid 
to debate the matter with any, under the 
confcioufnefs of fuch fuperiority in the 
^oodnefs of his caufe. 

A remarkable inftance of this happened^ 
if I miftake not, about the middle of the 
year 1720, though I cannot be very exaO: 
as to the date of the ftory. It was how^ 
ever on his firft return, to make any con- 
iiderable abode in England, after this re- 
markable change. He had heard, on the 
other fide of the w^ter, that it was current- 
ly reported among his companions at home, 
that he was Jiark mad, : A report, at which 
00 reader who knows the wifdom 0/ the. 
viorld in thefe matters, will be much fur- 
prifed, any more than himfelf He con- 
cluded, therefore, that hefliould have many 
battles to fight, and was willing to difpatch 
the bufinefs as faft as he could. And there-^ 
&re, being to fpend a few daiys at the coun^ 
G ixf 
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try: houfe of a pjcrfon of diftioguifbeid tdni^ 
with whojn he had been very intimat^^ 
(>»^^hoft nanie J do not remember .that* h« 
told m^^ nor did I think it proper to eiv- 
uquirc after it,) he begged the favour of luoi 
that he \^ou]d contrive matters fo,that a day 
or two after he, came dowji, feveral of their 
fprmer gay companions might m.eet at bis 
, I^^ordfeip's *t^ble: that he might kiyean 
Cjpportunity qf »ialc}ng his apology to thejDQ, 
^nd, acxjuainting them with the nature a^d 
reafons of his change.. It . was accordingly 
agreed to; and a pretty large coi^ip^ny met 
on. the day.^p|¥>inted) with preyioi^^. notice 
that Nlajor Gardiner would be th/ere.; A 
good de^l of raillery paffed .at dinnc;r, to 
which the Major made very \i^c ai^wer. 
But when, the clot^jt was taken away, an^thje 
fervants retired, he begged ^heir patienoc 
for a few minutes, and then plainly and fe- 
rioufly told them, what notions he enter- » 
tained of virtue and religion, and on what 
cpnfiderations he had abfolutely determined 
that by the grace of God he would m^kejt 
the care and bmfipefs of life, wh^ite verb: 
might lofe by it, apd whatever cenfurrc 
2^nd contempt he might incur. He well 
knew how improper it was in fuch com- 
pany to relate the extraordinary manner in 
w^i^h he w?is awakened ; which, tbeywpujd 

probably 
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probably have interpreted as a demonftfia- 
tion of lunaey^ stgainft all the gravity and . 
iblidity of his^difcourfe^ But he contented 
Iiimfelf with fu eh a rational defence of ?t 
rightcousy fober, anil godly life, as l^e "kn^y^ 
no^[ie of them could with any fhaddW of rea- 
fon cdrueft* I^e then challenged Ihem to < 
propofe any thing they could urg^ to prove- 
that a life of irreHgion and debauchery was 
preferable to the fcap, love, and worlhip of 
the eternals God, and a condaft agreeable to • 
the pirecepts of hi« g^fpel. And he bailed' 
Hot to bear his teftimony, from his Own ex- 
perience, {to one part of which many . olP 
them had been wkneffes) that after having 
ruT3 this wildeft round of fenfual pteafure^ 
jmih all the adva^ncages the bed conftitation 
and fpirjiis could give him, he had never 
tafted : any thing that deferved to be called 
happinefe^ till he had miade religion his ref- 
ug<j arid, his delight. He teftified calmly 
airtd boldly, the habitual ferenity and peace 
that he now felt, rn his own bire^ift, (for the 
iftoft elevated delights he did not think fit to • 
^tead, left they ftiQuid be efteemcd enthufi- 
afm) and the compofure and pleafure with « 
which he looked forivard to objeQis, whicih 
\he gJtyeft finner muft acknowledgje to be 
equally tmavoidable and dr^^dful. 

I know not what might be attempted by ' 
iom^ oftthe vGompany in aniwei: to thi^ ; but « v 
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I well remembet he told me, the mafter d£ 
the table,* a perfon of a very frank and can- 
did difpofidon, cut ihort the debate^ and* 
fetid," Come, letus call another caufc : We 
^f thought this man mad, and .he is in good 
"earned proving that we are fo.*' On the- 
whole, this well judged circumftance faved 
him a great deal of future trouble.- When, 
his former acquaintance obTerved, that he 
was ftill converfable and innocently cheer- 
ful, and that he was immoveable in hisrefo- 
lutions, they defifted from farther importu- 
nity. And he has aflured me, that inftead 
of lofing any one valuable friend by this, 
change in his charaCler, be found himfelf 
much more efteemed and regarded,by many 
who could not perfuade themfelves ta imi- 
tate his example. 

I have not any memoirs of Col. Gardi- 
ner's life, or of any other femarkaMe event 
befalling him in it, from the time of his re- 
turn to England, till his marriage in the year 
1726 ; except the extrafts which have beea. 
fent mc from fome letters, which he wrote to 
his religious friends during this interyal^ and 
which I cannot pafs by without a more par- 
ticular notice. It may be recoUefted, that 
in confequence of the reduftion of that reg- 
iment of which he was Major, he was out of 
commiffion from Nov. 10th, 1718, to June 
ift,. 1724. A»d after he returned from 
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Paris, I find all his letters, during this peri- 
od, dated from London, where he continued 
in communion with the Chriftian fociety 
under the paftoral care of Dn Galamy. A» 
his good-mother alfo belonged to the fame^ 
it is eafy to imagine it muft be an unfpeak- 
able pleafure to her, to have fuch • frequent 
opportunities of converfihg with fuch a fon^ 
of bbferving-in his daily conduft and dif- 
courfes the blefled effefls of that change, 
which divine grace had made in his heart,, 
and of fitting down with him monthly at 
that facred fcaft, where Ghriftians fo fre- 
quently, enjoy the divineft entertainments 
which they expe£l gn this fide heaven. I 
the rather mention this ordinance,becaufe as 
>this excellent lady had a very high efteem 
for it, fo fhe had an opportunity of attend- 
ing, it biit the very Lord's day immediately 
preceeding her death, which happened 061. 
7^ 1725, after her. Ton had. been removed* 
from her aln^dft a year. He had maintain? 
^ her handibmely out of that very moder- 
ate income, on which he fubfifted fince hi«. 
regiment had been difbanded ; and when 
{he expreifed her graititude to him for it, he 
afllired her, (L. think in one of the laft letters n 
fhe ever received from himi " that he ef- 
^^ teemed it a great honour, that God put it 
«* intOvhi^ power; to make (what be called) a. 
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^veryfmatt acknowkdgmmi of all her ca^- 
** forJiiTn,and eCpecially of the many prayers . 
H flie had offered on bis account, which ha4 .• 
^ already been reiiiarkably anfwered, and s 
^* the benefit of which he hoped ever to en- 
^joy.' 

I apprehended that the Earl of Stair's rcgi- 
ment^ to the Majority of which he was pro- 
tnoted on the jKxth of Jtily^ 1724, was then , 
quartered in Scotland , for all the letters in • 
my hand, from that time to the 6th of F€b. 
1 7 265 are dated from thenc«, and particular- 
ly from Douglas,^ Stranrawen, an^d Air : Bat 
I have the pleafure to find, from .comparing 
Ihefe with others of an earlier date from Lon- 
4on and die neighboring parts, that neither 
the detriment which he muft fufFer by being . 
fo long out of commiffipn, nor the hurry of ;' 
' affairs while charged with it, could prevent 

or interrupt that intercourfe with heaven, . 
which was his daily feaft, and hi$ <faily 
I ftrength. 

I Th6fe were moft eminently the happy, 

years of his life : For he had learned to efti- 
tnate his happinefs, not by the increafe of ♦ 
! * honour, or the pofiefliQn of wealth, ox by 
what was^much dearer to his generous heart 
than either, the converfe of the <iean^^cand 
vrortbiefl? human friends ; but by neatoefs 
I to God^^and by opportui^ies of bumble 

converje 
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cartverfe wuh him. Jn thelively H^xereife of 
^ontemfil^iOftj.praHre, knA prayer. Now 
there was.no period- of his life^ in which he 
was rnqm emifiendy favoared with ihefe ; 
nor jdor I find auy of his letters fo awf flow- 
ing .with trartfpprts of. holy, joy, a^ ihofe 
which were dated during, this timQ> There 
aT^ indeed im fome of them fuch very fub- 
Ikjae paffages, that I have been dubioas 
whether i flioiuld communicate them to the 
public or. not; leftllheiuld adminifter mat- 
ter of pro£»ne ridicule to fortie, who loo^ • 
upon all the elevatiom of devotion as a con- 
temptible enthufiajnt* And it hasalfo giv- 
en me fome apprehenftons, left it ffiould dif- 
courage fomC: pious Chrifttans, who after 
having fpent feveral' years in the fer vice of 
God^ and in humble obedience to the pre- 
^tepts of his gofpel, may not have attained to 
any fuch heights as, thefe. But on. the 
whole, I cannot faiisfy myfelf t?o ftipprefs 
them;. not only as I number fome of them, 
ci?nfid.ered in a devohonal view, among the 
moft extraordinary pieces of the kind I have 
ever met with; but as fome of the moft ex. 
cellent and judicious perfons I ^ny where 
know, to whom I have read theniy have af- 
fared me, that they felt their hearts in an 
unufual manner iixiprefftid, quickened, and 
€dlfied by ihemr 

IwiH 



8o. LIFE OF Col- GARDINER; 

I will therefoM draw back the veil, ancL 
fiiew my much honoured friend in his pofl: 
fecret recefles, that the world may fee what 
thofe fprings were, fromwhence JLflued that 
clear, permanent, and living ftream.of wit 
dom, piety, and virtue* which (b apparently 
ran through all that part of his life which- 
was open to public obferyation. It is not 
to be imagined, that letters written jn the in-r 
timacy.of Ghriftian friendfhip, fome of them 
with the jnoft' apparent marks of hade, and^ 
amidft a. variety of important public cares, 
ihould be.adorned with any ftudied elegance 
of expreilion, about whicl^ the gf eatnefs of 
his foul would not allow him to be at any. 
time wcry folicitous ; for he generally (fo fat 
as I could obferve) wrote as fad as his pen 
could move, which happily, both for him . 
and his many friendso was very freely. Yet^ 
here the grandeur of his fubjeShas fomcr 
times clothed his ideas - with a languagQ ' 
moi;e elevated, than is ordinarily to be ex.* 
pe£led in an epiftolary cbrrefpondence. 
The proud fcorners, who-may deride fenti- 
ments and enjoyments lik6 thofe. which this 
truly great man fo experimentally and par 
thetically defcribes, I pity from my heart ; 
and grieve to think how uiifk they muft be 
for the Hallelujahs of heaven, who pour 
contempt upon the ncareft approaches to 
j . them : 



LI-FE or GoL. GARDINER. »i<. 

them : Nor (hall I think, it an/ raisfortunc 
to fliare with fo excellem a perfon ia their 
profane derifion. It will be infinitely morC: 
than an equivalent for all that fuch igno* 
ranee and petulen'cy can. think and fayjif i\ 
may convince fonie who etre as yet ftrangers^ 
to religion, how real, and how; noble its de- 
lights are ; if I may engage my pious readers- 
to glorify God for fo illoftrious ari. inftjtnce' 
of his grace ; and finally, if I may quicken, 
them, and above all may toufe my ow« too, 
indulgent fpirit, to follow with lefs unequal/ 
fteps an example, to-the fubliraity of which 
I fe^r few of us fhall afier^ alt be able fully, 
to attain. And that w^^ may not be too 
much difcouragei under the deficiency, tet. 
\it be tecollefted, that few hav.Crthe advan- 
tage of a temper naxurally fo warm; few. 
have an equal command of retirement ; and 
perhaps hardly aay one^ whathinks,himfel£ 
mpft indebted to the riches and freedom of 
divine grace, can trace interpofitions of, irj. 
in all refpe£ls equally allonifhing. 

The.firft of thefe extraordinary letters 
which, have fallen into my hand, is dated 
near threfe years after his converfion, and. 
gddreffedto a lady of quality. I believe it 
is the firft the Major ever wrote, fo imme* 
diately oa the fubje^tof his religious confo^ 
lations and converfe with God in devout. 

retirement* 
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^ rttifemeilt. For I well remember, .that h^^' 
^ CMice told toe, iic wds fp much afraid that 
fomething^of ipiritual ptidelbpuldi mingle / 
itfclf ^wth $he relatiojfi ^of fuch kitidjof €xpe- 
riencies^ ihat he^coiic^aledihem a long time.* 
But bbferving Witt! >b^w rhuch ftc^dom th^ 
facred writers open all the moft fecf-et re- 
cJdflbs of ehi&ir healrtsj^fpecially h>the Pfalms,. 
his<:<w»fcience begap to be burdened, under 
an apprelii^nfiott, that^fbr the honour ofGod^ 
vatnd inOifder to engage-the.cOnc^irfeht praifeis 
ctf^:fom€| ofvhisr p*pp)e, he bujght to /lifclofe 
tJbein/ . On this fefe fet himfelf to reflc?Q:,nrho ^ 
. aipong alJ his^ Auiilerbus acqua-iritanc^ fe'em- 
tid ati.once tllfe Aidft expcrteficed Chriffiah 
he'kTri5fe«w, (^i^fe<tei fher^fote fech ththgs ^ 
he "had to ^^miAimicat^ -might «|>peiirr foRd- 
s»ld,ci^di]>fe) arid Who the -hu^til^left/ He ^ 
o^ickly thOttght of llie Ld^jr Mai»c;hi6rtefe <!)rf 
• Douglas in jfeis .view ; And the reader ilftay 
well hAagiinei thait it ftru<?k my mind very, 
toongly, to think that now, more than 24^ 
y^ar$ after kwas written, Pro videnrcefliQuld 
Wng to fifty hiiAds fas it has done within 
Aefe few diayis} wliat T aflRiredly believe to 
be a ^ert&i'necopy tff *hat very letter ; which > 
I had not the: IcaA reafoh to ej^eft I fliould 
ever have feen^ wh^n I learnt fr^m his own 
nipii(h,,fmid'ft tl^ fr^edorti.of an accidehtai.- 

cQ^ye^JkttQa, 
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^co&verfaiipnsthe QQcafion and pircumfiatfisces 
of it. 

It is dated from LoQdoiD, July.4&i, 17^^) * 
and ibe very.ftrft lines df it relate t£> a re- 
rosi^rkable circ^umftai^ce^ which from o^heiNi 
of his letters I fiftd to hs^ve bappei^d fevcr«l 
time;s. I HM^D, thatvwhen he had received 
fropi aoy of his Chriftianfriead* a^few lines 
lybich particuUrly aJFcQed his heart, he 
•could iBot a^y till the ilated return of his 
devotional hQw, hat immediately^^dred to 
pray for thejn^wd to .give vont to tbofe 
religious einotiqw of mind,; \^ch fuch a 
cori^efpond^ W? i:aifed* How invaluable was 
f^cb a fritJvi ! and ^boMr gueat reafon have 
tbofe. of u^. who once p0ff6flfed ylargefllare 
% h|;si hearty and in thpff retired a^d&cred 
^iYlo^^entS5 to bJefs.God for fo fingubar a fe- 
•hcity ; an^ to comfort ourfclvcsin^a pleaf- 
inghope, that we^raay y€t reap future blelT- 
ings^a^ the. harv^ftof thofe petitions 'Which 
'be can np more ^repeat 1 

His. words are tbeft: '^*I 'was fo happy as 
**« to. receive yqur's jlift as I arrived, and I 
« had no footer r^ad it, but I fhut my door, 
^^dind 'foyght him whom Tfij^ foul lovcth. I 
'^' fovghhim^ and found him ; and would not 
^* let him.go^ till, he kadUeJJed ys. all. It is 
" imppflihle tOifiiid words to exprefs what L 
•<«/obtained ; but I fuppofe it was fomething 

«likc 
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w like that which the difciples got, as thejr 
** were going to Emmaus, when they faid, 
•^ Did not our hearts burn within us^(^c. or 
•* rather like what Paul feh, when he cdild 
« not tell whether he was in the 'body or out of 
** it.'' He then mentions iiis dread of fpir^ 
itual pride, froip whrch he earneftly prays 
that Opd may deliver and preferve him. 
^ This," fays he, <* would have hindered 
<* me from communicating ihefetbings, if I 
** had not (\jch an example before me as the 
" man after God's own heart, faying, / will 
^ declare whai God hath done for my foul; 
*« and elfewhere, The humble Jhall hear there- 
*« of and be^lad: Now I am well fatisfiedy 
"that your Ladyfbip is of that number." 
He then adds, " I had no fooner finifhed 
*Mhis exercife, '* that is, of prayer above 
mentioned, " but I fat down to admire the 
" goodnefs of my God, that he would vouch- 
«< fafe to influence by his free fpirit fo un- 
<* defcrvingawretchas I, and to make me 
<« thus to mount up with eagles wings. And 
•« here I was loft again, and got into an 
" ocean, where I could find neither bound 
** nor bottom ; but was obliged to cry out 
** with the Appftle, Othe breadth^ the lengthy 
** the deplh^the height^ of the love of Chrifi^ 
«* which paffeth knowledge ! But if I g^ive way 
** to this Itrain, I ihall never have done* 

•«That 
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«* H^t M^ Goi of*kopt may fill you with all 
*^J(y and peace tn itlieving, that you may 
<f ab(mni in hope throygh the power of the 
•«f jBp/^ Ghojl^ Ihall always be the prayer of 
<< him, wHp 16) with the greateft iincerit/ 
*f and refpeft, your Ladyfliip s, cfec." 

Another paflage* to the fame purpofe I 
find in a memorandum, which he feems to 
have written for his own ufe^dated Monday, 
March ii, which I perceive from maiiy 
concurrent drcumftances, muQ; have beeni 
in the year 1722-3. " This day," fays he, 
^ haying been to vifit Mrs. G. at Hamp« 
^ fteady I came home about two, s^nd i^ada 
^fermon on thofe words, Pfalm cxxx. 4«' 
^ But there isforgivenefs with thee^ that thou 
h mayejl be feared: About the latter epd of 
H which, there is a defcription of the mifer- 
** able condition of thofe that are IHghters of 
^ pardoning grace. From a fenfe of the 
^ great obligations I lay under to the* Al- 
^^ mighty God, who batji made roe to differ 
«* from fiich, from' what I was, and from the 
** reft of my companions, I knelt down- ta 
•^ praife his holy name : And I know not^ 
^« that in my life time I evetlay lower in the 
^ duft, never having had a fuller view of m^ 
f^ownunworthinefs. I never pleaded mor^ 
^ ftfongly the merksand interceffion of 
^ hhn, who I know is worthy ; never vbwfed 
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^^ mott fincerely to be the Lord's, and to' 
^« accept oiF Chxift as he is offered in the 
^' gofpeU as my king, prieft> and prophet ; 
<^ never had to firong a defire to depart,that 
" I might fin no more ; but — my grace ir 
^'fujicient — curbed that defire. I never 
** pleaded with greater fervency for the 
" coniforter, which our blefl'ed Lord hath 
" ^xomikdy Jhall abide with us/oreveri For 
** all which I defire to afcribe glory, &c* 
" to him thatjitttth on the throne^ and to the 

There are feveral others of. his papers, 
which fpeak much the fame language ; 
which) had he kept a diary, would^ I doubt 
not, have filled many flieets. I believe, my 
devout readers would not foon b^ weary of 
reading extrads of this kind : But that I 
may not exceed in this part of my narrative, 
I {hall mention only two more, each of thera 
dated fome years after; that is, one from 
Douglas, April i, 1725 ; and the other from 
Stranrawen, the 25th of May following. 

The former of thefe relaies to the firame 
of his fpirit on a journey. On the raemipn 
of which I cannot bot recolleQ, how often 
I have heard him fay,that fome of the moll 
delightful days of his life were da^s in which 
* he travelled alone, (tbaia^^ with only a.fer- 
vant at a diftance) when he could, efpecially 
in roads not mucn freqwnted, indulge him. 
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felf in the plealures of prayer aiKi praife. 
In the exercife of which laft, he was greatly 
aflifted by feveral Pfalms and Hymns,which 
he had treafurcd up in his memory, and 
which he ufed not only to repeat aloud, bat 
fometimes to fing. In reference to this I re-r 
member the following paffage, in a letter 
which he wrote to me many years after, 

. when on mentioning my ever deir and hon- 
oured friendvthe Rev. Dr. Watts, he fays, 

-« How oft^n in finging fome of his Pfalms, 
^ Hymns, or Lyricks, on horfeback, and > 
«*«Ifewhere, has the evil fpirit been made to 
•'flcel- 

•* Whenever my heart In tunc was found,, 
** Like David's harp of folemn found !fr 

' Such was the firft of April aboTe* men*- 
tioned, in the eveiiing of whi<;h he writes 
thus to an intimate mend:.^^ What would 
^' i have given this day, upon the road, for 
^ paper, pen, and ink^ when the fpirit of the 
«• Moji High refied upon me ! Oh for the pen 
*^ of a r^ady writer, and the tqngue of an 
H angel, to declare what God hath done this 

. ** day for my foul J But in (hovt it is in vain 
<« to attei|npt it: All that I am able to iay, 
^ is only this, that my foul has been for feme 
« houns joining with the bleffed fpirits a- 
•*bovc^,iB giving glorji and horumr^ aid 

^fraift 
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/* prmfi^ m^ him thatjkkth upon the thrdriij 
^" and the laMb^for ever and even My 
,« praifes bcfgan from a renewed view of hitn, 
:". whom: J jaw [pierced for my tranf^rejfionu 
:**' I fuiA^fnaned che whole hieifarchy of hcav^ 
. '< <n to join) with me;! an4 I am perftiadcd 
•>* they all .ech6ed back jpraife to the Moft 
, *♦ High*. , Yea,. one wouldf have thougfarthe 
.*<, v^y' larks joined me with emulatioii. 
^ ^* Sufe tbQiVl need not make! ufe of ntany 
, *^. word^5ilo.)pQrfuade^ow;ihat are hisjkinesy 

• ^^ to. join ta^ iji hleffing andpraiiing his BolV 
t ^' name./; . . We fconclud^^ ^ May the blefl- 

«*ingofthe God of Jacob reft u^oniydU 
** all ! Adieu. . Written in great hafte^ late, 
"andweaty/- -. .. ^ . ; • 

Scarce can Inhere refrain from breaking 

o^tMrtto ttiore eo^iotis refieaibnfs 1)ri the ex- 

J^^ttifite'-^leisirtbr^s of triHe religipn/when rif^n 

• to fuch^m'irit At degrees; whlcSh can'thiis 
"fftaft thfetoUl ^inits foKtude, and reffeih it 
^^tMi j6iirli^j»s) '^iftd bring down 'faVrruch of 
•^h^avenno *ahVas this delightftil^^letterex- 
fjf^riffes/ ^BUPt'he t-einafk li fo 6bvi6us,thkt 
' I Will h6t ehterge S^'dh it; 'but'^rodccd to 
rthe <G^h*i<ieft«i^abo^emWMl6nea,^Whit*^ 
ryrifterf tlW ft^si thdht!h, on ^hc Tttcftiijf it- 
"WrVfac*&me'titid'ay. ' 

^ 'He mentions ' jlie pfckfute' witK ¥tAc\i Be 

' tftid'«t*<iic^ a^prepijtatibn- ferrfion the Sat- 

.• X ' urday 
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'w^y ;b^f<wei ^i|d;thffirii^;a(ld$» «^, I:tbok-a 
*' ,^wai)k ;i|pK>|i the; :QH>ttitt»tns • ih9.tvflir€ over 

. ^ ?ag»iiift Ireland i- ^^< I< pexfu*4c myjelf, 
f^^Aat: Viecel capable raf:giYiog you tipdt- 
"'fGrit)^ioax)f'what p&ffeid iii«ej yon ytoxM 

' *^ Agire^, Itbat I bad fiucb belter rcaian to 

' ^ reinemberifty Godfrom/tb« feiUs/of? 
^ Patrick? than David firt^m .ihe land pf ^dr- 

*<^ Mizar.' I fuppqfe b<? txnpftns in refer- 
:iei3Hq(^ilQi(];i^ clearer: di&Qveries of the ^ofpel 

«^i^ i^hiJctx.we are favoujred. " In Ihqrt,'* 

i^yf M iiJy&iediateiyT afterDrafd^y in tha( fcrip-- 
: tuf e pteafe^ .which was becbtne fo familiar ao 
. feimi" Xiwreftkd fomei hours, with the Angel 
. "j ^. ihC'i^penafU^ mdm0de fiiftplkaUoms^ to 

'' hm^ mxh floods of tears.ftnd cri^jsi HWil I 
. ^ hadi afenpft expfred : But be ftf«ngjbei*ed 
' "^^ m^^py^t^at like Jacpb I ;bf|df power. .with 
. ^ Godj and prtvaiUd. Thjsi" adds be^ "is 

*^ \mi a very fs^intdefcription :? You will be 
, *« nijQr^iable/(Q judge of it by w.^at you^have 

« feltyourfelf ippon the like Qc,cafion». Af- 
^« ter'iucb {preparatory work^ I needootitell 

*• you, Ikw jbleffed the fplfemn ordiwnee of 

*< the lord's, fupper proved, to nae ; . I hdpe 
. «^ it was To ' |o ; ma^y. Yoi* wy belie ve^ I 

^« fhoutdhaye beeia exceeding ^glad) if. m/ 
. « gracious Jjord bad ordered.it .fo^ that I 

♦^.mightMve.made you^avifu: aaX propof; 
Ha ed : 
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" cd': Bui I am now glad it was ordered 
^* otherwifc, fince he hath caufed fo wu/ch of 
•^ his goodnejs to pah before me. Were I ta 
^* give you an account of the many favours 
^ my God hath loaded me with, fimse I 
^« parted from you^ I muft have taken tip 
^ many days in nothing but writing. I hope 
** you will join with me in praifes for all the 
;*' goodnefs he hag Ihewn to your unworthy 
** brother in tbe Lord." 

Such were the ardours and elevations ef 
his (bul : But while I record thefe memori- 
als of them, I am very fenfible, there are 
many who will be inclined to cenfure them 
as the flights of enthufiafm ; for which rea- 
fon I mull beg leave to add a remark or two 
on the occafion, which will be illuftrated by 
feveral other extrads, which I fliall intro- 
duce itito th^ fequel of thefe memoirs. The 
one is, that he never pretends^ in any- of the 
paiTage^ cited above, or elfewhere^ to have 
received any immediate revelations from 
Godj which ftould raife him above the or- 
dinary methods of ififtru£lion, or difcover 
any thing to him, whether of doSrines or 
faas. No man was farther from pretending 
to predifl future events^ except it were from 
the moral prognoftications of caufes natur- 
ally tending to produce them ; in tracing of 
.nrhichbe hkd iodeedan admirable lagacity^ 

as 
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as I have feen infome ver/ femarkabte in* 
fiances. Neither was he at all inclinable to 
govern bimfelf by fecret im{)ulfes upon his 
mind, leading him to things far which he 
. could affign no reafon but the impulfe it- 
felf. Had be ventured,in a prefumption on 
fuch fecret agitations of mind, to teach, or 
to do any thing, not warranted by the die* 
tttes of found fenfe and the word of God, I 
ihould readily have acknowledged him an 
enthufiaft ; unlefs he could have produced 
fome other evidence than hi^'own perfua- 
fion, to have fupported the authority of 
them. But thefe ardent expreffions, which 
fome may call enthufiafm, feem only to evi- 
dence a heart deeply afFe£ked with a fenfe of 
the divine prefence and perfefHons, and of 
that love which pafTeth knowledge ;, efpec- 
ially, a& manifefted in our redemption by 
the fon of God, which did indeed inflame 
his whole Cbul. And he thought he might 
reafonably afcribe the ftrong impreflk)n5, to 
which men are generally fuch flrangers, and 
of which he had long been entirely defti- 
tute, to the agency or influence of the fpirit 
of God upon his heart; andthat^in pro- 
portion to the -degree in which he felt 
them, he might properly fay, God was 
prefent with him^ and he eonveried with 

God, 
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God.* Hcfw when wc carrfider the (brip- 
< tujal phrafies9of'ii;0/ifc»fl^m2A'(^^ aj having 

eomtwuniBn^with ike Father and hi^Scn Jcfi/L^ 

Chrijiy of Ghrifis tOTrmgio ihfk that open 

ihe door bf^ their hearti'to him^tand ^j¥iffing 
'wiikthemitff God^Jhtddivg :abro4d hiyrkve 
"in the heart fy his Jpirii^ .of his coming twrfA 

Jfejus ChriJi,:a9utiMi.ing his abode ^zuithapy 
" man that loves, kim^ of. his meeting him that 

worJUth righieeujhe/sj of his making iUS iglad 
\.by4he light of his coxmienanu, and a variety 
. of mher, equivalent exprfcffions ; I believe 

we Ihall f<% reifon to.}adge much more fa- 
vourably 

* The tngentoiuf and pious Mr. Grove, (who ' I think 
''Was^as Httle fti^eftedof ninmng into f^/Att^o^a/ejr- 
trtmes as moft divines I coirid napie) has a noble paflage 
fo this purpofe, in the fixth volume of his Pofthumous 
Works, p. 4.0, 4-1, which Fcfpeft to the 'memory of both 
•thefe Excellent pe^foDs; incKnes^me to infer t- here.* / 

. V How often are good thoufihts fu|gcfted,'* (viz. to the , 

pure in h'eart) "heavenly affeftions kindled and inflamed I 

'" "-How <)ftcn is ihe Chriftian promptedi to holy 'anions, 

* •'/drawn to- his djjty, reftored,- quickened, perfuaded,' in 

<* fuch a manner, that he would be unjuft lo the Spirit of 

'**-God, toqUeflton his agency in the whole I * Yes/ oh my 

-' **Scia\f there is a Supreme Being, who governs the world^ 

■ ^f and is preient with it, who takes up his more(pecial 

<* habitation in good men, and is nigk to all who call upon 

' *^Jkii^f to (anaify and afiH! them \ Hzfi tbgu not felt him» 

^! oh ihyrfinil, hAe :anolk€rJeui^ aauatin^thy Acuities, ex- 

^ ** ahing thy views, purifying thy pafuons, . exciting thy 

'" •* graces, and begetting inthcC' an* a1)hoirence of Hfin, and 

i ' <* ft love of holinefs t. rAnd- is not all ; this ^x^ ai^uotent of 

••hisprcfence, as trvly as if thou didjtju himt* 
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: v6urably of fuch exprefllbns Us thdfe rtow in 
-qipcftion, than perloits who are thernfehres 
ftrangers to elevated devotiofi, and pcrhajis 
cohverfe but little with their Bible, areitt- 
' cHned to do ; efpecially if they have, as ma- 
ny fiich^cTforts hafve, a temper thfeit incHh^s 
thevn to cavil and 'find fault. And I muft 
•farther obferve, thit amidft all thbfe free- 
:dom&, with which this eminent ChriMan t>- 
pews his devout hm.ti tothe ittoft Ihtiiha^ 
of his friends, he ftill fpeaks with profound 
*a5i*e aiiji'^reverence of his heavenly fkther, 
rand his ftviotir, 'and maintains (after the b)^- 
ample of ihe ikcred writers themfervl?s)^ 
kind of di^mtrinhis expreffionsjTuiraWeto 
iuch a. fuSjea; iviihom atty of tliat fond 
^faWiiUarity of feh^Qa^fffnd dttgi^adiilg tneah- 
'nefe: 6f ' t^rafe, by iviiich it is, efpeo^lly if 
fete, 'grt/wnferihibrtkbleamcTng ^{bitte,'ifWho 

• nevcwhdefs T believe meanircll) to ^^ijiiftfs 
their love and their humilay* 

, On rhe^wholerifhibitnal Io*e46 '068, 
^ firm Mh in' the ' litsrd ; Jefiis«Ghr Jfty a fteady 

• ifcptendence on the divine ' ^tomifeSy a foil 
i |>erfiia!ion x>f ' the^ wifidom' and goodttefe df 
naH Sse* di(|)cnfaio*ifs ^fiJJ^OVidince,feL'lii^h 
-!cfte^ for'thfc bleffings^of'tbe heavenly 
SirorM, aflnd a iincAte tdfitem|)t ibr tfee v*rifi^ 

' tiei<5f this, can pft>f^rly be calfcd eiithufi- 

*afin^ "then -^as G^tohel XJar^kier^ indeed 

1 . : ' one 
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one of the greateft enthufiafts our age has 
produced; and in proportion to the degree 
in which he was fo, I mufl: efteem him one 
of the wifeft and happiell of mankind. Nor 
do I fear to tell the world, that it is the de- 
fign of my writing thefe memoirs, and of 
every thing elfe that I undertake in life, to 
fpread this glorious and blcffed entbufiafiiK; 
vbich I know to be the anticipation of 
heaven, as well as the moft certain way to 
it. 

But left any fhould pofEbly iinagine,ihat 
allowing the experiences which have been 
. defcribed above, to have been ever fo ibiiii 
and important, vet there may be fome ap- 
pearance of boatting in fo free a jcommuni- 
cation of them ; I muft add to what I have 
hinted in reference to this above, that I find 
in many of the papers before me very gc«- 
uinc expreffions of thedeepcft bufcnility and 
felf abafemeht; which indeed foch holy 
converfe with God in prayer and ptjiife^ 
does above all things in the world tend to 
infpire and pronpoie. Th^s in' one of his 
letters he fays, '^; I am but a^ a beall befoie 
« himJ* In another be calls hitofelf <^,a 
«* miferable, hell de(ervingfinner C* And in 
another he cries out, ^^ Oh, how good atnaf- 
« ter do I ferve ! but alas, how ungrateful 
<^ am U What can be fo a&oi3ii(biDg as the 

^*love 
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w love of Chrift to us, linlefs it be the cold- 
« ncfs of our finful hearts towards fuch a 
« Saviour ?" With many other claufes of 
the like nature, which I fliall not fct myfelf 
more particularly to trace, through the va- 
riety of letters in which they occur. 

It is a fanher. inftance o£ this unfeigned • 
humility, that when (as his lady with her 
ufual propriety of language expreffes it, in 
one of her letters to me concerning him) 
" thefe divine joys and confolations were 
** not his daily allowince,'* he with equal 
fifeedom, in the confidence of Chriftian 
friendihip, acknowledge? and laments it. — 
Thus in the firft letter I had the honour of 
receiving from him, dated from Leicefter, 
July 9, 1739, when he had been mentioning 
die bieffing with which ?t had pleafed God 
to attend my laft addrcfs to him, and the 
influence it had upon his mind, he adds,' 
** Much do I ftand in need of every help, to 
^ awaken me out of that fpiritual deadnefs, 
« which feizes me fo often. Once indeed it 
*« was quite otherwife with me, and that for 
^ many years ; 

** Firm was my health* my day was brieht, 
«' And I t^rcfumM 'twould ne'er be ni^t : 
** Fondly I faid within my heart, 
** Fleali^re and peace fiiftll ne'er depart. 

••But 
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*' But I forgoti thine. ann WA* ftroiig» 

<* Which made my mountain ftand to long ; 

f^ Sopn as thy face began to hide, 

« My health was gonf:« tpy comforts died**' ^ 

^ And here," adds he, " \ic$. my fin^and 
my folly." ' ' / . 

I mention this, that the whole matter may 
be (e^n jvift as It i^as^andthat other Chrittiam, 
may not be difcQurag^d, if they feel fomea* 
batement of that fervour, and of thofe ho|y 
joys which they may have experienced dur* 
ing fom,e of the firft mopths or yea^s, of tl^ir 
fpiritual life. But with relation to the Col>*> 
one], i have great r^fon to believe^that 
thefe whicjh he lameijfts as his days of ifpirr 
itual deadnefs were not'unanimated; aod 
that quickly after the date ofthisletter^ and 
efpecially nearer the clofe of his life, he had 
fanher reviyings, as the joyful anticipatio© 
of thpfe better things in referve, whi^h were 
then nearly approaching. And thus Mi^' 
Spears, in the letter I mexuioned above, 
tells us he related the matter to him ; (for.he 
ftudjes as much as poffible to retain the 
Colonel's own words :) " However," fayj 
he, « after that happy period of fenfible 
** communion, though myj6y$and enlarge. 
" ments were nox fo pvcrflowipg and fenfi* 
*^ ble, yet I have, bad habitual real commun* 
* ion with God from that day to this ;" the 

latter 
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iatterend of the year 1743 ; «' and I know 
" myfelf, and all that know me fee, that . . 
" through the grate of God, to which I at 
*' cribe all, my converfetion has been be^ 
«' coming the gofpel ^ and let me die, when- 
«* ever it fliall pleafe God, or wherever it 
" fiiallbe, I am fare I fliall go to the man- 
** fions of eternal glory^" &C' And this is 
perfeftly agreeable to the manner in which 
he ufed to fpeak to me on this head, which 
we have, talked over frequently and largely. 
In this connexion 1 hope .-ny reader will 
forgive my inferting a little ftory, which I 
received from a very worthy minifter in 
Scotland, and which I fliall give in his own 
words: <^ In this period," meaning that 
which followed the firft feven years after his 
converfion, " when his complaint of com- 
** parative deadnefs and languor in religion 
« began, he had a dream ; which, though 
*« he had no turn at all for taking notice of 
*' dreams, yet made a very ftrong impreflion 
" upon his mind. We imagined that he 
<^ faw his blefled Redeemer on earth, and 
*' that he was following him through a large 
*' fie\d,f following him whom his foul loved; - 
* but mtich troubled, becaufe he thought 
*« his blefled Lord did not fpeak to him ; 
<« till he eame up to the gate of a burying - 
" placei when turning a^bout he fmiled upon * 
1 ' •• him, 



3S LIFE OF Co L.GARDINER. 

^ him, in fuch a manner as filletl his tovii 
^ with the moft raVifliing joy ; and qb after 
« refleftion animated his faith, in believing 
•« that wh?^tfoever ftorms and darknefs he 
** might mieet with in the way, at the hour 
** of death his glorious Redeemer would 
** lift up ujDon him the light of his life giv- 
^ ing countenance." - My correfpondent 
adds a circumftance, for which he makes 
fomc apology vas what may feem whimfical, 
and yet made fome impreffion on himfelf ; 
*' that there was a remarkable refemblancc 
^ in the field in which this brave man met 
« death, and that he had reprefented to him 
«♦ in the dream," I did not fully under- 
ft^nd this at firft ; but a paffage in that let- 
ter from Mr. Spears, which I have men- 
tioned more than once, has cleared it. 
« Now obferve, Sir, this feems to be a liter- 
** al defcriptk)n of the place where this 
*^ Chril^Jan Hero ended his forrows and 
•' conflifts, and from wbich he entered tri- 
^' umphamly into thejcys of fits Lord. For 
*• after he fell in the battle, fighiine; glori- 
*^ oufly for his King and the caufe of his 
** God, his wounded bxxiy, while life was 
*' yet remaining, was carried from the * field 
*' of -battle by the eaft fide of his own inclo- 
*• fure, till he came . to the church yard of 
** Traptt, and was brought to the minifter s 

<< boufe. 
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•* houfe, where he foon after breathed out 
** his foul into the hands of his Lord, and 
** was^onduSed to hi^prefence, where there 
^^isfixlnefsofjoyi without any cloud of in- 
terruption forever, 

I well know that in' dreams there ire di- 
verfe vanities, and readily ackaowledge, that 
nothing certain could be inferred from this : 
Yet it feems at leaft to fhew, which way the 
imagination was working even in fleep ; and 
I cannot think it unworthy of a wife and 
good man, fometimes to refleft with com- 
placency on any images, which paflfing ' 
through his mind even in that Hate, may 
tend either to exprefs, or to quicken, his 
love to the great faviour. Thofe eminent- 
ly pious divines of the church of England^, 
BimopBull, andJBifliop Kerin, do both in^ 
timate it as their opinion, that it may be a^ 
part of the fervice of miniftering angels to 
fuggeft devout dreams:* And IJcnow, that 

the 

* BHhop Bull has thtfe remarkable words: *' Although' 

* I am no dqatcr on dreams^ yet I verily believe, that 
^ fome dreams are monitory, above the power of fancy, 
'and impreffed upon us. by tome fuperior influence. For 

^ oi fuch dreams we have plain ana undeniable inftances • 

* in hiftory, both facred and profane, and in our own age 

* and obferyation. • Nor ihalt I fo vahie the laughter of 

' fceptics, and the feoffs of the Epicureans, as to be afham-- 

* ed to profefs, that I myfelf have had fome convincing 

* cxperimcots of fuch impreflionft.** 

Bi/h^ Bull's S^mL tw. //, p. 489, 490^ 

163946 
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the worthy pcrfon of whom I fpeak, waj 
well acquainted with tha; midnight hjtfmi of 
the latter of thofe excellent writers, which 
has tbefe ltne& i. ' 

•' Lprd, left the teoipter mc (urprifo^ 
«« Watch over thine own facrince ! 
**^ All lo'ofe, all idle thoughttcaft out, 
*^ Ajad make my very dreams- devout V* 

Nor would it be difficult to produce otheif 
paffages much to the fame purppfe,* if it 
would not be deemed too greata.digreflion 
from our fubjeS, and too laboured a vindi- 
cation of a little incident, of very fmall im- 
portance, when compared with moft of thofe 
which make up this narrative.. 

I meet not with any other remarkable 
event relating to Major Gardiner, which can 

properly 

* If I miftake not,, the fame Bifhop Kennia the authos 
•fa midnight hymn, concluding with thefe word» : 

** May my ethcrial guardian kindly fpread 
** His wings, and from the tempter fcreen my head ; 
" Grant oi celeflial light fome piercing beams, 
•* To blefs my flccp, and fan£tify my dreams !**' 

At he certaifily was of thofe exactly paralfel Hnies,, 

" Oh may my ffuardian while I fleep, 

'* Clofe to my oed his vigils keep ; 

" His love angelical inftil, 

** Stop- all the avenues of ill I 

** May he celeftial joys rehearfe, 

«* And tbought to thought with me conyerfel*' 



. J 
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properly be introduced here, till the year ' 
1726 V when, on the 11th of July, he was 
married to the Right Hon. the Lady Frances 
Erfkine, daughter to the late E^rl of Bu- 
chan, by whom he had thirteen children, 
five only of which furvived their father, two 
fons and three daughters : Whom I cannpt 
mention without the moft fervent prayers to 
God for them, that tKey may always behave 
worthy the honour of being defcendedfrom 
fuch parents; and that the .God pf their fa- 
ther, and of their mother, may make them 
perpetually the care of his providence, and 
yet more eminently happy in the conftant 
and abundant influences of his srac6 ! 

As her ladyfhip is ftill living, (and for the 
fake of her dear offspring, and numerous 
friends, may fhe long be fpared} 1 fhall not 
here indulge myfelf^ in faying any thing of 
her, except it be, that the Colonel affured 
me, when he had been happy in this intimate 
relatipn ' to her more than fourteen vears, 
that the greateft impcrfeflton he knew m her 
character was, •^ that fhe valued and loved 
" him much more than he deferved.' And 
little did he think, in the fimplicicy of heart 
with which he (pake this, how high an en- 
comium he was making upon her, and how- 
lifting an honour fuch a teflimony mud . 
' I^i. • leave.: 
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leave upon her name^ as long as the memo^ 
ry of it Ihall continue. 

As I do not intend in thefe memoiK a 
laboured effay on the charafter of Colonei 
Gardiner,, digefted un4er the various vir- 
tues and graces which chriftianity requires^ 
(which would, I think, be a little too formal 
for a work of this kind, and 'wt>uld give it 
fuch an air of panegyric, as would neither 
fuit my defign, nor be at all likely to render 
it nrwre ufeftjl;) I fliall now mention what 
I have either obferved in him, or heard con- 
cerning him, with regard to thofe domeftic 
relations which commenced about this- time, 
or quickly after. And here my readier will 
caftlyconclude, that the refolution of Jofhua 
was from the firft adopted and declared. As 
forme, and my houfe, tuewillftrvc the Lord* 
It will naturally bp fuppofed, that as foonjis 
he had a houfe, he erecied an altar in*it ; 
that the word of God was read there, and 
prayerj and praifes were jconftantly offered^ 
Thefe were not to be omitted, on account of 
any gueft ; for he efteemed it a part of due' 
refpea to thofe that remained under his 
roof, to take it for granted, they viapld look 
upon it as a very bad compliment, to imag- 
ine they would have been obliged, by neg- 
lefting the duties of religion on their ac- 
count. As bis family incrcafed, he had a 

minifter 
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minifter ftatedly refldent in his houfe^ whcs 
/both difcharged the office of a tutor to his 
children, and of a chaplain; and who was 
always treated with a becoming kindnief3 
and refpe'a^ But in his aljfence, the Color 
nel himfelf led the devotions of the family ; 
and they were happy, who had an opportu- 
nity of knowing, M^ith how much-folemnityi. 
fervou% and propriety, he did it,- 

He was conftani ih attendance upon* pu))* 
Kck worfhip,. in which anexerapiary carer 
was taken, that the children 4nd fervartta 
might accompany the . heads of the , family* 
And how he would have refentied the npO' 
attendance of any member of it,>tnay eafiiy 
be conjeftured, from a free, but lively paf- 
iage, in a letter to onepf hi^ intimate friends^ 
on an Qccafion which it is not material tQ 
mention:. '* Oh, Sir, had a child of yojurs- 
"under my ropf, but once, negleded the 
«« .publick worfhip of God, when; he wasable 
<* to. attend ^t, I fhould haV^ been ready to 
<* conclude he had been diftrafted, and' 
^^ fhould have thought of fliaying his hfead^ 
" and confining him in a dark room." 

He aWys treated his Lady with a manly 
tendernefs, giving her the moft natural evi- 
dences of a cordial habitual eftebm, and«ex* 
preffing a mod aiFedionate.fympathy with 
hfir, und€r the iiifirmities of a very delicate 
^ • conftituiion, 
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conftitudon, much broken, at lead towards- 
the latter years of their marriage, in confe- 
quence of fo frequent pregnancy. He had 
at all times a moft faithful care of all her 
interefts, and efpecially thofe relating to the 
ftate of religion in her mind. His conver- 
(ation and his letters concurred to cherifh 
thofe fiiblime ideas which Ghriftianity fug- 
gefts ; to promote our fubmiffion to the 

- will of God, to teach us to center our hap- 
pineisin the great Author of our beings and^ 
16 live by faith in the vifible world. Thefe, 
no douKt, were frequently the fubjeSs of 
ibutual difcourfe : And many letters, which 

' her Lady {hip has: had the goodnefs to com- 
municate to me, are mofl; oohvincing evi- 
dences of the degree in which this noble and'- 

^ moft friendly cai'e filled his mind, ill the 
days of tl)eir>^ fcparatio»'; days, which fo 
e^ntire a« mutual affeflion muft- have reii- 
dered exceeding painful, had they not been 
fupported by foeh exalted fentiments of 
piety, and fweetened by daily communion 
with an ever prefent and ever gracious God. 
The neceffity of being fo many months ^ 
together diftant from his family, hindered . 
hiqpt from many of thofe condefcending la^ 
hours in cultivating the minds of his child- 
ren in early life, which to a foul fo benevo- 
kut, fO' wi&9 and fo zealousy would un-*' 

doubtedly, 
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#>ubtedly have afForded a very exquifite 
piealbre; The care of his worthy confort^ 
who well knew that it is one of the brighteft , 
parts of a mother's charafter, and one of the 
moft important views in which the fex car^. 
be confidered, made him the eafier under 
fiich a circumftance : But when he was with 
them^ he failed not to inftrud and admonifh: 
them; and the conftant deep fenfe with 
which he fpoke of divine things, and the reat 
unafFeded indifference which he always 
fibewed . for what this vain world is mod 
ready to admire; were exceHent4eflbns of 
daily wifdom, which I h^pe they will recol- 
left with advantage in every future fcene of 
life. And I have feen^ fuch hints in bis let*- 
ters relating to them, as plainly ihew with 
how great a weight they lay on his mind, 
and how highly he deiired above all things,, 
that they might be the faithful difciples of 
Chrift ; and acquainted betimes with the 
unequalled pleafuresand bleffings of relig- ^ 
ion. He thought an excefs of delicacyiand 
of indulgence, one of the moft dangerous 
faults in education^ by which he every where 
faw great numbers of young people undone: 
yet he was folicitous to guard againft a fe^ 
verity, which might terrify or difcourage; 
and though he endeavoured to take all prur 
dent precautions;to prevent the commiflion, 

o£ 
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of feulu, yet,,when they had been commits- 
tedjand there feejmed to be a fenfe of them, 
he was always ready to make the moft can- . 
did allowances for the thQughtleiTnefs of 
unripcned year% and tenderly to cheriflrev* 
ery purpofe of ampre proper conduft far 
die time to come. 

It was eafy to perceive, that the opening*- 

,pf genius in the young branches of his fam- 
ily gave him ^reat delight, and (hat he had 
a fecret ambition to fee them excel ip what 
dxey undertook. Yet he was greatly cau-r 
tipus over his heart, left it Ihould be too 
fondly attached to them ; and as he was one 
of the moft eminent proficients I ever knew 
in the bleffed fcierice of refignation to th^ 
divine will, fo there was no effeO: of tha^ 
, refignation which appeared to me more ad- 
mirable than what related to the life of hi^ 
children. An experience, which no length 

.of time will ever efface out of my memory, 
ha3 fo fenfibly taiugbtme, how difiicult it 14 

, fully to fupport the cbriftian charafter here, 
that I hope my reader will pardon me, (I 
9.P1 fure at leait the heart of wounded par« 
ents will) if I dwell a little longer upon Co 
interefting a fubjeS, 

When he wa^ in Herefordfliire, in the 
naonth of July, 1734* it pleafed God-to vifit 
ids little fiunily witK the fmajl pox. Five^ 

days. 



LIFEoFCoL.GAItlHNEfe- to; 

tAays "before the date of the letter Wm'jufl: 
going to mentioh^he had received the agrte- 
able news, that there ^as a profpe^ of the - 
recovery of hisfon, then und^r that awful 
vifitarion.; and he had been expreffing his 
thankfulnefs foj it, in a letter which ht had 
^fem away but a few hours befofe he was in- 
formed of his death, the furprize of which, 
in this connexion, muft naturally be vfcry 
great. But behold (fays the reverend and 
worthy pcrfon frdiii whoih I regeived the 
copy) his truly filial fubmiflibri to the witf 
of his heavenly father, in the fbllbwing Hne^ 
addreffed to the dear partnerof his alfFlrSion : 
^ Your refignation to the will of God under 
^ this difpenfation gives me more joy, than 
•• the death of the child has given tne for- 
'^ row. He to be fure is happy; dnd we 
'^ fhall go to him, though he fliall not return 
^' to us. Oh ihait we had our latter end 
** always in view ?-^We ifhall foon follow -, 
*« and oh what reafon have we to long for 
** that glorious day, when we fhall get quit 
<• of this body of Jin and deaths under which 
«* we now groan, and M^hich renders this life 
*« fo wretched ! I defire to blefs God that 

«* [another bf his children] is in fo 

*' good a way : But I have fefigned her* 
•* We muft not chufe for ourfelves ; and it 
" is well wc mufl not, fc^r i/^c fhould often 

*« make 
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«« make, a very bad choice. And therefore 
*• it is our wiidonij as well as our duty, to 
** leave all with a gracious Cod ; who hath 
« promifed, ^slI all things Jhallvwrk together 
^'Jorgood to thofe that love him : And he is 
^^JaitffSul thai hath promifed^ who will in- 
<* fallibly perform it, if our unbelief doc» 
^^ not Hand in the way." 

The greateft trial of this kind that he ever 
bore, was in the removal of hi« fecond fcm, 
who was one of the moft amiable «pd prom* 
ifing children that has been known. The 
dear little creature was the darling oJFall who 
knew him ; and promifed very Fair, fp far as 
a child* could be known by its doings^ to 
have been a great ornament to the family* 
and bleffing loihe publicL The fuddennefs 
of the ftroke mutt, no doubt, render it the 
more painful ; for this beloved child was 
fnatched away by an illnefs, which feized 
him, but about 15 hours before it carried 
him off. Hfe died in the m9nth of Oftober, 
17333 at near fix years old. Their friends 
were ready to fear^ that his afFe£\ionate par- 
ents would be aim oft overwhelmed with 
fdch a lofs.: But . the happy father had fo 
firm a perfuafion, that God had received the 
dear little one to the felicities of the celeftial 
world;. and at the fame time had fo ftrong 
a fcnfe of the divine goodnefs, in taking one 

of 
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^dF his children, and that too, one who lay fo 
\near his heart, fo early to himfelf ; that the 
forrows of nature were quite fwallowed up 
in the fublimej oy which thefe confidera- 
tions adminiftered. When he reflefted, 
what human life is; how many its fnares 
and temptations we ; and how irequently 
children, Vho oncepromifed weU, arc in- 
fenfibly corrupted, and at length undone ; 
with Solomon, he hlejfed the dead already 
dead^ more than the living who ivere ytt alive, 
and felt an unfpeakable pleafurc in looking 
after the lovely infant as fafeiyand delight- 
fully lodged in thehoufc of its heavenly fa- 
ther. Yea, he aliured me, that bis heart was 
at ibis time fo entirely taken up with thefe 
views, that hie was afraid, tbey v^ho did ndt 
thoroughly know 4iim, might fulpe6l that he 
was deficient in the natural afFeftions of a 
parent; while thus borne above the anguifh 
of them, by the views which faith adminil- 
tared to him, and whicli divine grace fup- 
ported in his fouL 

So much did he on one of the nfioft' try* 
ing occafions of life, mahifeft of the temper 
of a glorified faint ; and to fuch happy pur- 
pofes did he retain thofe leffons of fubmif 
lion to God, and acquiefcence in him,which 
I reinember he once inculcated in a letter 
he wrote toa lady of quality, under the ap^ 
K prehenfion 
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^prehcstfion of a breach in her family, witfi 

which proVidcncfe feemed to threaten her, 

which I am willing' to infert here, though a 

flittle out of what might feemHitsmoft proper 

place, rather than entirely to on^it it. It is 

dated from London, June 16, 1,722, whert 

rfpeaking'Of the dangeiiour illnefs of a dear 

^relative, he has thele words.: "When my 

" mind runshtther," that is, to Gcdj as it-s 

. refuge and ftrongrd'efence,/as the.c6nne£iion 

plainly determines it, "I think I can bear 

** any thing, the krfs of all, the lofs ctf healthy 

*** of relations oh whom I depend, and whom 

^ I love, all that is dear to me, withoiit re- 

-^* pining or rmurmuring* When* I think, 

«' that God orders^ difpoies, and' miainages all 

^^ihiT\g$yaiiC0rdiijig to ih€€(mnfel of' his own 

'*'• will; when I think of the cictent of hi» 

-« providence, that it reaches tptthe minuted 

•^' things; then, though a ufeful friend or 

"dear relative be fnatched away by deaths 

" I recall-myfelf, andcheck my. thoughts 

« wijh thefe confiderations. Is hen^t God, 

^^from everlajlifig^ ^vAdo evtrlajling? And 

** has he not promifed to be a-God toiaie ? 

«« A God in all his attributes, a God in all 

" his perfons, a God in t-I his creatures and 

« providences ? And Ihall I dare to fay, 

** What Ihall I do? Was not he the infinite 

^* caufe of all. I miet with in the creatures ? 

"And 
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^^And were not they the finite efFefts of his 
*^ infinite, love and kindnefs ? I have daily- 
f^ expelfienced, that the inftrument wasjand^ 
^ is^ what God makes it to be ; and -I knov^ 
" that i\^God£ath the hearts ^of all men in-^ 
*^ his hands^ and the earth is the Lord% and 
« the ftdnefs thereof. If this «arth be good 
♦<^Cor nie, I (hall have it, for my father hath 
*^ it all in pofleffi^n. If favour in the eyes- 
*^ of men be good for me, I fliall have it : 
^^ for the fpring of every motion in the heart 
u of man is in <God's hand* My dear — * - - 
^^^feems now to be dying; but Ged.is all 
^* wife and^ every thing is done by him for 
*^ the beft. Shall I hold back any thing 
*^ that is his own when he requires it ? No, » 
" God forbid ! When I confider the excel- 
^'^lency of his glorious attributes, I am fatis- ' 
« fied with all his dealings. ' I perceive 
by the introdufUon, and what follows, that 
moft, if not all of this, is a quotation from 
fomething written by a lady ; but whether 
from forae manufcript, or a printed book, 
whether exaQ:ly tranfcribed, or quoted from 
memory, I cannot determine : ^nd there- 
fore I thought proper to infsrt it, as the 
Major (for that was the office he bore then), 
by thus interweaving it with his letter makes 
it his own ; and as it feems to exprefs in a 
very; lively" manner the principles, which 

bore 
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bore him on to a <;o>idu&,fo tmly great and > J 
heroic, in circumftances that have over^ 1 
whelmed "many an heart, that could have ] 
faced danger and death with the greateft in-. | 
trepidity. , • . ] 

I return now to confider his charaSlerin, 
the domeflic relation of a mafter, on which ; 

I fhall not enlarge. It is however proper J 
to remark, that as^his habitual meeknefs and. j 
command of his paflions, prevented indc- 
tent fallies of ungovernable anger. towards 
xhofe in the loweft ftate of fubjeftion to him, 1 
(by which fome in high life do ftrangely de- \ 
bafe themfelves, and loofe much of their au- 
thority) To the natural ^reatnefs of-his mind . \ 
made him folicitous to render, their inferior, 
ftations as eafy as he could ; and fo much 

. the rather, becaufe^ he confidered all the 
children of Adam, as Handing upon a level 
before their great Creator, and had alfo a 

deeper fenfe of the dignity and worth of 
every immortal foul> how meanly, foever.it 
might chance to be lodged, than moft per-r 
fons I have known. This engaged him to 
give his fervants frequent religious exhorta^ 
t;^ons and inftruftiofts, as I have-beenaflured , 
by feveral who were fo happy as to live, 
with him under that charaften One of the 
firft letters after he entered on his Chriftiaa 
fourfc, expreffes thg fame difpofitionj in, 

whic|\^ 
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which with great tendernefs he recommends 
a fervant, who w^s in a bad ftate of heakh, to - 
hh mother's care, as he was well acquainted 
with her condefcending temper ; mention- 
ing at the fame time the endeavours he had 
ufed to promote his preparations for a bet- 
ter worlds under an apprehenfion that he 
would not continue long in this. And we 
fliall have an aflPeOiing inftance»of the prev- 
alency of the fame dilpofition, in the clofing : 
f(?ene of his life, and indeed in the laft words 
he ever fpoke, which expr^fled his.generous 
folicitude for the fafety x)f a faithful feivant^ 
who was then near him.-. 

As it was a few yea^rs after his marriage 
' that he was promoted to the rank of Lieu- 
tenant Colonel, in which he continued till ^ 
he had a regiment of his own, I fhall for the 
future fpeak of him by that ritle ; and may 
not perhaps find any more proper place, in ■>. 
which to mention j what it is proper for me 
to fay of his behaviour and conduft as an . 
officer. . I Ihall not here enlarge, on h\s . 
bravery in the field, though that was very 
remarkable, a#I have heard from others : I * 
fay^y from oth-ers^ for I never hearcj any thing -, 
of that kind fromhimfelf, nor knew, till aN 
ter hi3 death, that he was prefent at almofl; . 
every batde that was fought in Flandersi , 
while, the iljaftrious Duke of Marlborough ^ 
K.a . commanded . 



aKp been affutedj^ ,^^^^ , Tp^fton it* 

„ent at *e Pf « guardian of ^fj^ ., for- 

^^ ^^S"!^T. uX body of «!^dttaao of 
Y»e beaded abtti^ ^ ^^,^Vie barrn- 

^-^ Tlltrf^e ace of ^^^^t^l ^Y 
tbe rebels m^b pouring intbeiTd bj^n 
V,bUe tbey-^ere P ^i^^t atten .^ 

f^^^- 7^'%?eo^^d,before tbc ^^f^P ^^ow- 

^hich enfued • A" and-indee^^ ^ ^^^s,- 
happy it ^nj^ ^^ ^as ever f^f "j^end, 
country, op^^fj^^s foi«»ponantatr 
' and in hj? jatter.y«« ^ben tbe. C^.^l 
that.he did notf^[^d itfeif '^^'"^ „A&ock- 
„efs -»^i-^^:",Sibebeavens,^^^^^^^ 
rage, feemedjto reno^ enilewen'f " tjofr 



MFEoF Col. GARDINER/ H5^>, 

i^t grace of God in calling hini from fo a-- 
bandoned a ftate. It, is well known, that 
the charaCler of an officer 13 nflt only to be > 
approved in the day of combat. . Cojonel . 
Gardiner was truly fenfible, thajL. every day 
brought its duties along with it ; and he was \ 
conilantly careful, that nbpretenceof amufe- 
ment, friendfhip, or even devotion .itfelf5' 
might prevent their bejngdifcharged in their*. 
fcafon.^ 

I doubt not, bat. the -noble" perfons in. 
whofe regiment he was Lieut, Colonel, will 
always be ready to bear an honourable and* 
gratefuU^ftimony to hrs exemplary diligence • 
and fidelity, inall that related to the care of* 
the troops over which he, was f-t, whether 
with regard to the men or the horfes. He 
knew, that it is incumbent on. thofe who 
have the honour of prefiding over others,, 
whether fn^civilj ecclefiaftical, ,or military 
offices, not to conteht themfel ves whh doing 
only fo much as may preferve them from 
the reproach of grofs and vifible negleft; 
but fej-ioufly to confider, how much they 
".an poffibly doj without going'out of their 
proper fphere, to ferve the public k, by the 
due infpeQion of thole committed to their 
care. The duties of thok clofet and of the 
fanftuary, were fo adjcifted, as not to inter- 
fere widx thofe of the parade, or any other 

place 



ii6 LIFE OF Col. GARDINER; 

place where the welfare of the regiment call- 
e^d him. On the other Kand^ he was folic- 
itous, nottoVuflFer thefe things to interfere 
with religion j a due attendance to which he 
apprehended to be the furefi method of at- 
taining all defirable fuccefs in every other 
intereft and concern in life. He therefore 
abhorred every thing that fhould loot like a 
contrivance to keep his foldiers employed 
about their horfes and their arms at the fea- 
fqns of public worfliip ; (an indecency^which 
I wifli there were no room to mention :} Far 
fvont that, he ufed to have them drawn up 
juft before it began, and 'from the parade 
they went off to the houfe of GocL He 
underftood the rights of confcicncc too wejl, 
to impofe his own particular profeflion in 
religion on oth'ersvor to, ufe thofe who dif- 
fered from him in the choice of its modes, 
the lefs kindly or refpeSfully on that ac- 
count. But as moft pf his own company, 
and many ot* the reft, chofe, when in Eng- 
land, to 'attend him to the diflenting chapel, 
he ufed to march them thither indue time, 
fo as to be there before the worftxip; began. 
And I muft do thexn the juftice to fay, that 
io far as I could eyer difctern, when I have 
k^n them in large ,aun\bers before ipe, they 
behayeci^wilth .as much rey^rcn^c, gravity, 

and. " 
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and decorum, durmg tire time bf divine ler- 
vice, as any of their fellow worfhippers. 

That his remarkable care to. maintain, 
good drfcipl ine among them:(6f which we 
^all afterwards fpeak) might b^ the more ' 
effeSual, he made himfelf on all proper oc- ' 
cafions acceflible to' them, and expreffed a. 
great concern for their intereft$,which being 
ib genuine and Gncere, naturally difco vexed 
itfelfin a variety of inflartces. Iremember,/ 
r^had once occafion to vifn one of his dra- 
goons, in his laft illneCn at Harborough, and . 
I found the man upon the borders of eterni- 
ty; a circumftance, which, as he appre*- 
liended^it himfelf, muft add fome peculiar ^ 
weight and-credibiiity tohis difcourfe.^ Atid ^ 
be then told m^.^, in his Colonel s abfence, , 
that he queftioned not, but he ftfould have •, 
ev€rla(lhig reafon to blefs God on Colonel ■ 
Gardiner's account, for he had been a father • 
to him i» all his interefts both. temporal and^ 
fpiritual. PTe added, that he had vifited- ^ 
bim almoft every day during his illnefs;. 
with religious advice and inftruftion, as well 
as taken care that he fhould :want . nothing 
that might conduce to the recovery of his,, 
health. And he did not fpeak of this, as 
the refult of any particular attachment to 
])jLm| but as the manner in which he was ac- 
cuftotned to treat thpfe under his command'. 
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It is no wonder, that this engaged iheir aF- 
feSion to a very gfeatdegree. And I doubt 
not, that if he h^ fought the fatal battle of ^ 
Prefton Pans at the^ head of, that gallant 
regiment, of* which he had the care for fo 
many years, andwhichjs alIo;ved by xnoft 
unexceptionable judges to be one of the 
fijieft in th^ Britilhiervice,and coxifequent-^- 
ly in the world, he had been fupported in a 
much different manner; and had fouftd a. 
much greater number, who. would have re- 
J6iced- in an jopportunityof making their 
bwji bteafts a barrier in the defence of his. 
Ifcould pot but greatly eruiear him to his . 
f^ldiers,. that fo far as preferments lay in hu . 
poyer, or were under his influence, they 
were diftributed according to merit ; which-. 
he knew to be a^much the dlSate of prti- 
^nce as .of <jquity, . I find by one of bis let-: 
iet& before me, dated but a few months after- 
Jiis happy. change,, that he* was folicited to 
* improve his inter«ft with the Earl of Stair* 
in favour of one whom he judged a very, 
worthy pe^rfon: and that it had been fug-- 
geded by, another who recommended him, 
that if he fucceeded be might expeft fome 
hjindfomc acknowl^dgmenti. . But- he an- 
fwers with fome degree of indignation, '* Do 
you imagine I am to be bribed'^o do jit/lice ^ 
Epr J^ph it fecms hfi efteemed it> tg con||i:' 

'the 
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H[he favour which was alked from him, on 

•one fo defervii^. Nothing can more effec- 
t«lly tend to hum'ble the enemies of a ftate, ' 

^tban.that fuch maxims ffiouW univerrally. 
prevail in it: And if they do not pres/^ai}, 

. the worthieft men in an ar»y o^r fleet may 
be funk under repealSW mfcotirag^ments, 
arid the bafeft exalted, to the irifariiy of the 
ptiblic, arid perhajjs to its riiin. 

In the riiidft of all the gemleriefs which 
Colonel Gardiner exerqiiid towards his fol- 
dtersi he made it "^eiy apparcnf, that . he 
kriefw h6w to reconcile the tendernefs of a 
•real, faithful, and condeic^riding friend, 
with the authority of a commander. Per- 
*haj>s hardly any thirtg condticed more genw 
erally to the maintaining of this atithoriiy, 
than the ftrift decorum and good manners, 
with which he treated even the private gen- 
tlemen of his regiment ; which has always -a ^. 
gr^at efficacy towards k^epitig inferiors ^ta^ 
proper diftarice, ahd'forbids, in the leaft of- 
fen five manner, familiarities, which degrade 
th^ ftiperior, and enervate 'his influence. 

^ Thecaimnefs and fteadineFs of his behaviour 
'Oh all occafions, did alfo greatly tend to the 

L fame purpofe. He knew-how mean a man 
looks in the tr^nfports of pfitffion, arid would 

1 not ufe fo much freedom with any of his , 
Hii!m, as, fo fall into fuch tranfports before 

them; 



/ 
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them; well knowing, that perfons in the 
loweft rank of life, are aware how unfit they 
are to govern others, who cannot govern 
th^mfelves. He was alfo fenfible how nec- 
effary it is in all whb.prefide over others5 
and e^edaljy in irtilitary offic^rsj tO'^heck 
irregularities, when tbeyfirft -begin to ap* 
pear: And that he might be able to. do ii^ 
he kept a ftriainfpe-ftionover-hi«-foldiers^«^ 
in which view it was obferved, that as he 
generally chofe to refide among them as 
much as he could, (though in circumftances 
which fortietimes occafioned him to *deny 
himfelf in fomeinterefts which were very 
dear to him) fo when they were around hiro, 
he' feldom ftaid long in a. place; but was 
frequently walking the ftreets, and looking 
into their quarters and ftables, as well as re- 
viewing and exercifing them himfelf. -It 
has often been obferved, that the regiment 
of whicfh he was To many years Lieutenant 
' Colonel, was one of the moft regular *and 
orderly regiments in the public fervice ; fo 
that perhaps none of our dragoons were 
more welcome ihan they, to the towns where 
their charaSer was known. Yet no fuch 
bodies of men are ip,blamelefs in their con- 
duft, but fomething will be fouid, efpecially 
among fuch coniiderablc iiumbers, worthy 
of cenfure, and fometimes of puniihment. 

This 
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'Pbb Colonel Gardiner knew how to inflift 
with a^ becoming refolution5and with all the 
feverity which he judged neceffary : A fe- 
verity the iriore awful and impreffing, as it 
, ^as always attended withmeeknefs; for he 
well knew, that when things are done in a 
paflion, it feems only an accidental circum- 
ikince fliat they are afts of juftice, fiindthat 
fuchiudeteudes greatly obftruQ: the ends 
of punifliment, both as it relates to reform- 
ing offenders, and to deterring others from 
^n imitation of their faults. 

One inftance of his conduft, which hap- 
ipeyed at Leicefter, and was related by the • 
peKon* chiefly concerned, to a worthy friend 
from whom I had it, I cannotforbear infert- 
ing^ While part of the reginient was en- 
camped ifi the neighbourhood of that place, 
the Colonel went incognito to the camp in 
the middle of the mght ; for he fometimes 
lodged at his quarters in the town. One of 
the centinels then on duty had abandoned 
his p<5ft, and on being feized broke out into 
fome oaths, and profane execrations againft 
^hofe that difcpvered him, a crime of which 
the Colonel had the greateft abhorrence, 
•alid on which he n^ver failed to animadvert. 
The man afterwards feippeared much afham- 
•ed and concerned for what he had done. 
But the Colonel ordered him to be brought 
. L early 
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early the next morning to his own q^urter^ 
^%vhere he had prepared a piquet, ^n v;hich 
he a.ppointed him a private fort of penance : 
and while he was put upon it, he difcourfed 
with hi^l ferioufly and tenderly upon the 
evils and aggravations of his fault; admon^ 
idled him of the divine difpleafure, which 
he,, had incurred; and urged him to argue 
from the pain which he then felt^ how infi- 
nitely more dreadful it muft be, to fall into 
ihc hands of the living God^ and indeed to 
meet the terrors of that damnapon, which 
he had been accuftomed inipioufly to call 
for on himfelf and his companions- The 
refult of this {n*oceeding was, that the offen- 
der accepted his punrflnnem, not only with 
fubmiffion, but with thatnkfulnefs. He 
went away with a more cordial affedion for 
his Colonel than ever he had before; and 
fpoke of it feme years after to my friend, ki 
fuch a manner, that there feemed reafon to 
Jiope, it had teen inftrumental in producing 
not only a . dhange in his life, but in Im 
ieart. 

There cannot, 1 think, be a more propct 
place for mentioning the great revereiK:e this 
excellent officer always expreffed for the 
name of the blefled God, and the zeal witli 
whijch he endeavoured to fupprefs, and if 
poffible to extirpa^, that deteftable fin cS 

fwearing 
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ftroaring and curfing, which is every where 
fo common, and efpecially among our milf- 
,tary men. He often declared his fentimews 
wth refpea.to this enormity, at the head of 
his regiment ; and urg;ed his Captains, and . 
their fubaherns, to take the ^greateft care, 
that they did not give the fanclion of their 
example^ to that which by their office they 
were obliged to punifhJn others. And rn- 
deed his zeal on thefe occafions wrought ia 
a^very aftive, and fometimes in aremarkably 
fyccefsful manner^ not only among his e- 
quals, but fometimes among his fuperioils 
too. An inftarice of this in Flanders, I (hall 
have an opportunity hereafter to produce ; 
at ppeferit J ftiall only mention his conduft 
in Scotland a little before his death, as> £ 
.have it from a very valuable young miniftcr 
.of that country-, on whofe teftimony I cati 
thoroughly ^depend; and I wifh.it may ex* 
cite many to imitation. 

The Gonimanding officer of the King s 
forces then about Edinburgh, with the other 
Colonels, and feveral other gendemen of 
rank in4heir refpeftive regiments, favoured 
}i4m with their company at Bankton, and 
took a dinner with him. He too well fore* 
faw what might happen, amtdft fuch a Vari- 
ety of tempers and charafters : And fearing, 
left his confcience mighthave been enfnared 

by 
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by a finful filence, or that on the other hand" 
he might feem.tp pafs the bounds of decen- 
cy5 and infringe upon the law^s of hofpitali- 
ty, by animadverting on guefts To juflly en- 
titled to his regard ; hp happily determined 
on the following method of avoiding each of 
thefe diflSculties. As foon as they were 
coipe together, he ^addreffed them with a. 
great deal of refpeS, and yet at the fame 
time with a very frank and determined air.; 
and told them, that he had the honour in . 
that diftria to be ajuftice of the peace,and 
confequently that he was fworn to put the • 
laws in execution, and among the reft thofe 
againft fwearing : That he could not exe^ 
cute them upon others with apy confidence, 
oi' by any means approve himfelf as a man, 
of impartiality and integrity to his own 
heart, if he fuffered theni to be broken in his 
prefence by perfons'ofany rankwhatfoever: 
And that therefore he entreated ail the gerv 
tlemen who then honoured him with their 
company, that they would pleate.io he upon 
their guard ; and that if any. oath or curfe 
ftiould efcape them,. he hoped they. would 
confider his legal animadverfipn upon it:, 
as a rega^d^ to the duties of his office and the ■ 
diftates of his confcience, and not as owing 
to any want of deference to them> The 
commanding officer immediately fupported 

him 
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bite inthis declaration, as entirely becoming 
the flation in which he was, aflUring him, 
. that he would be ready to pay the penalty, 
if he inadvertently tranfgreffcd ; and when 
Colonel Gardiner on any occafion ftepped 
out of the room, he himfelf undertook to be 
the guardian of the law in his abfence ; and 
as one of the inferior officers offended dur- 
ing this time, he informed the Colonel, fo. 
that the fine was exafted) and given to the 
poor,* with the univerfal approbation of the 
company. The ftory fpread in the neigh- 
borhood, and was perhaps applauded highly 
by many, who wanted the courage to go and 
do likcwifc. But it may be faid of the wor- 
thy perlon of whom I write, with the ut-* 
moft propriety, that he ffcared the face of no^ 
man living, where the honour of God was 
concernedi. In all fuch cafes he might be 
juftly faid, in fcripture phrafe, to^^^ hhface^ 
like ajlint; and I affuredly believe, thathad^ 
he beenin theprefence of afovereignPrince,^ 
who had been. guilty of this faulty his looks, • 
L2 at 

♦^It IS obfervftble, that the moff^, which was forfeited 
' on this account hy his own officers, whom he never fpared, 
: orby anv others ofhis foldier?, who rather chofc to pay 
than to lubmit to corporal punifliment, was by the Colo- 
nel's order laid by in a bank, till fome of the private men 
fell iick i and then it was laid out in providing theia vith, 
proper hclpj and iiccojnmodauons in their diftrers^. 
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at leaft \rould have teftifi^d his grief and 
furpiize, if he had appr.ehen4cd it. unfit t^ 
have borne his teftimo^y any other way J 

LordCadogans rcgiment^of dragoons;, 
during the years I hs^ve mentioned, while he 
was Lieutenant Colonel^ofit, was quartered 
in a great variety of places, bpth in England 
and Scotlandj. from many of. which Ijhairc 
letters before me; particulajcly from Hahi- 
ilton, Air, Carlifle, Hereford, M^aidenhead, 
Leiceftcr, Warwick, Coventry, Stamford, 
Harborpugb, Northampton, and feveral 
other .pUces,efpeciaIly^ in our inland parts. 
The natural cpnfequence was, that the^Coli- 
oneUwhqfe charaQ:erwas on inany account^ .. 
fo very rcmarkable,had a very extenfive ac- 
quaintance ; And I believe I may certainly 
fay that ^hefever he was known by perfons , 
of wifdoip ajid wpnh, he was pjoportiona- 
bly r.efpefted,. and left behind.him traces of 
unaftefted devotion, jiumility, benevolence 
and zeal, for the fupport and advancement , 
of religion and virtue. 

The equable tenor pf his mind in thefe . 
refpefts, is illuftrated by his letters frojn fev- * 
eralof thefe places > and though it is but • 
comparatively a fmall number of them which 
I have now in my hand.s, y^t they will af- 
ford fome valuable extrafts; which I Ihall 
therefpre here lay before my reader, that h^ 

may 



m^EbFCOL.GARDINERi t<tj 

n^y the better judge as to his real charac^ 
ter, in particulars of which ,1 have already^, 
difcourfed, or which mly* hereafter occur. 
In a letter to his lady, dated from Carlifle 
Nov. 19 1 73 3 y when he was on hisi journey 
to Herefordftiire, he breaths out his grate- 
ful, cheerFul foul in., thefe words : " I blefs . 
*^^ God, I. was never better in my life time; , 
^cand I wifh^ I could be fo happy aito hear 
"the fame of you; orrather, (in other 
K words) to hear that you had obtained an. 
^♦-entire truflin Gad.' That would infallibly 
« keep you in perfeft peace ; for the God of - 
^■4nUh hath promtfed it. Ob, how ought 
*« we to be longing to- be with Chrift, which 
".is infinitely better than any thing we can 
" propofe here ! To be there, where all 
*^. complaints fhall be forever banifhed i 
" where no mountainsfhall feparate between 
«^ God and our fouls : And I hope it will 
"be fome addition to our happinefs, that ^ 
" you and I fhall be feparated no more ; 
". but that as we have joined in finging the 
, " praifes of pur glorious redeemer here, we 
"fhall iing than in a much higher key, 
*^ through an endlefs eternity ! Oh eternity, 
*« eternity I What a wonderful thought is 
".eternity!" 

From LeidefteryAug. 6(^1739, he, writes 
tfeu5 to his lady ; «• Yefterday I was at the 

Lojd*s , 
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« Lord's tabic, where you and the childrea 
« were not forgotten : But how wonderfully 
« was I affifted when I came home, to plead 
<« for you all with many tears !" And then, 
fpcaking of forae intimaie friends, who were 
impatient (as I fuppofe by the conneQion) 
for his return. to them, he takes occafion to 
obferv^ the neceffity « of endeavouring to 
^ compofe our mincjs, and to fay with thfe 
« Pfalmift, Myfouli wait thou only upon God.'' 
Afterwards, fpcaking of one of his children,, 
of whom he heard that he made a commend- 
able progrefs in learning, he e'xpreflcs his> 
fatisfaftion in it, and adds, " But how much 
'^ greater joy would it give me, to hear that 
^ he was greatly advanced \n the fchool of 
" Chrijl ! Oh thatoiir children may but be 
« wife to falvaiion ; and ma/grow in gracc^ 
" as they do in ftature ! ' 

Thefe lctters,which.to fo familiar a friend,, 
evidently lay open the heart, and Ihew the 
ideas and affefiiions which were lodged 
deepeft there, are fometimes taken up with 
an account of fermons he had attended, and 
the imprefEon they had made upon his 
mind. I fliall mention one only, as a fpec- 
imen of many more,which was dated from a^ 
place called Cohorn, April 15. " We had 
« here a jninifter from , Wales, who gave us 
!*two excellent difcourfcs on ibc^oveof 
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«• Chrijl to uSi as an argument to engage our 
'* love to him* And indeed, next to the 
«^ greatnsfs of bis love to us, melhinks there 
*« is nothing fo aftonifhing as the coldnefs of 
« bur love to him. Ohthat he would Jhed 
^^ abroad his love upon our hearts by his holy 
^fpiriU that ours might be kindled into a 
, ^' flame ! May God enahle you ^to truft in 
•* him, and then, you will be kepi in perJeSt: 
^ peace r 

We have met with many, traxest of that 
habitual gratitude to the bleffed God, as his 
heavenly father aad conftant friend, which* 
made his life probably one of the happieft 
that ever; wa$- ipcnt onearih* . I cannot o- 
mit one more, which appears to me the more 
worthy of notice, as beingafliort turniaa« 
hafty a letter as any I remember to have 
feen of his, which he wrote fromLeicefter 
in June, fj^g^ '^ I am now under the deep* 
" ^ftt ferife of the matny, favours the Almigh- 
*^ ty has bellowed upon me : Surely you 
'^ will help me to celebrate th- praifes of our 
« gracious God and kindbenefaftoT." This 
exuberance of grateful afFeCtioft, which* 
while it was almofll' every hour pouring it- 
felf .forth before God in the moft genuine 
and emphatical language, felt itfelf ftill ay^ 
" it were ftraitened for want of a fufficient 
vj2n^j and therefpre c9.ll.ed0n others to help , 

him. 
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him with* iheir condurrent praifes, appears: 
to me the moft- glorious and happy ftate in 
which a htlaian foul can find itfelf on thh : 

' fide heaven. 

Such was the temper which this excellent 
man appeacs to have carried along^with him^ 
Uirough iiich a variety of places and circum- 
ftances ; and the whole of his deportment 
w^as fuitabie totfaefe impreflions. Strangers 
were agreeably ftruck with his firft appear- 
ance^ there was fo much:o£ the Chriftian, 
the well bred man, and the univerfal friend' 
in it ;and as. they came more intimately to< 
k&Qw him, they difcovercd more and more 
ibc uniformity and coniiftency of his whole 
temper and behaviour : So that whether he 
made onlya.vifit fbra few days toany place,, 
or continued there for many weeks ot 
momhsf^he was always belov^and ipfteem- 
ed, andfpokenofwith that honourable tef- 
timony from perians of the moft different 
denominations and parties, which nothing 
but true fterling worth, (if I may be allowed 
the expreffion) and. that in an eminent de* 
gree, can fccurci ^ 

Of the juftice of thiitcftitnony, which I: 

* had fo often heard from a variety of pcrfons, 
Imyfelf began to be a wiianefs about the 
time when the laft meJitioned letter W4s dat- 
ed. In this viei*r i believe I (hall never 

forget 
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forget that happy day, June 1 3, 1 739, wheti 

"1 firft met him at Leicefter. I remember, 
I happened that day to preach a ledurefrom 

. Pfalm cxix. 158., I beheld the tranfgreJforSi 
and toul grieved^ beemifethty kept not thy lutw. 
I was large in defcribing that mixture of in*- 
dignation and grief, (ftrongly expreffed by 
the original word there) with v/hkh-the g6od 
man looks on the daring tranfgreffors of the 
divine law ; and in tracing the caufes of that 
.grief, as arifihg from a regard to the divine 
honour, and iheintereft of a redeemer, and 
a compaffionate concern for the mifery fuch 
offenders bring on themfelves, and for the 
mifchief they do to the world about them. 
I little thought how exaftly I was drawing 

. "Colonel Gardiner's charafteir under each of 
th^fe heads ; and I have often reflefted up- 
06 it as a happy providence, ^hich opened 
a much fpeedier wiy than I could have, ex- 
pefted to the breaft of one df the moft ami- 
able arid ufefal friends, which I ever expeft 

. to find upOn-earth. We afterwards fung a 
iiymn, which, brought over again fome of 
ihe leading thoughts in the fermon, and 
(truck him fo ftrongly, that on obtaining, a 
•copy of it, he committed it to his rtiemory^ 

i aiKi ufed to repeat it wij^ fo forcible an ac- 

' cent, as Ihewed how much every line ^ex- 
5)refled of his very foul. In this view the 

reader 
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reader will pardon my inferting it ; efpeo 
ially, as I know not when'I may get time to 
publiih a volume of thefe ferious, though 
artlefs compofures, which I, fent him in 
manufaript fome years ago, and to which J 
•have fince made >very large additions. 

Arifc, my tenid'reft thoughts, arife, 
To torrents melt my ftreaming eyes ! 
And thou, my heart, with anguifh feel 
Thofe evils which thou canft not heal! 

-See human nature funk in (hame I 
See fcandals pour'd on Jefus* name ! 
The father wounded through the fon ! 
The wofldabus'd, the foul undone! 

See the fliort courfe of vain delight 
'Clofmg in everlafting night ! 
In flames that no abatement know» 
. The briny tears forever fldw. 

My God, I feci the mournful fccnc ; 
^y bowels yearn o'er dying men : 
^And fain my 'pity would reclaim, 
And fnatchthe fire brands fiom iht flame. 

IBut feeble my compaflion proves, 
And can but weep,where^moft it loves. 
Thine own all faving afin employ, 
And turn ihefc drops of grief to joy ! 

The Colonel, immediately Aftct i\it tcftt^ 
clufion of thefcfvicc, met me in the veftry* 

and 



Lif'EoF Col. GARDINER. 133 

aiid embraced me in the riioft obliging and 
aftfeftionate manner, as if there had been a 
Ipng friendlhip between us ; affured me that 
he had for fome years been intimately ac-* 
quainted with my writings; and defired 
that we might concert meafures for fpendirtg 
fome hours together, before I left the town. 
1 was fo happy as to be able to fecure an 
opportunity of doing it; and I muft leave 
it upon record, that I cannot recolleft I was , 
ever equally edified by any Converfation I 
remember to have enjoyed. We paffed that 
evening and the next morning together; 
and it is impoffible for me to defcribe the 
impreffion which the interview left upon my 
heart. I rode alone all the remainder of 
the day ; and it was my unfpeakable happi- 
hcfs that I was alone, fmce I Could be no 
longer with him ; for I can hardly conceive 
what other company would not then have 
been an incumbrance. The views which 
he gave me even then, (for he began to re- 
pofe a moft obliging confidence in me, 
though he concealed lome of the moft ex- 
traordinary circumftancesof the methods by 
iVhich he had been recovered to God and 
happinefs) widj thofe cordial fentiments of 
evangelical jnety and extenfive goodncfs, 
which he poured out into my bofora with 
fo endearing a freedom^ fired my very foul ;; 
M and 
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and I hope I rcay truly fay, (what I wifli 
and pray many of my readers may alfo a- 
dppt for themfelves} that "I glorified God in 
him. Our epiftolary correfpondence im- 
mediately commenced Hjpon my return ; and 
though, through the multiplicity of bufinefs 
on both fides'it fufFered many interruptions, 
it vas in fome degree the bleffingof all the 
following years of my life, till he fell by 
tbofe unreafonable and wicked men, who had 
itin their hearts with him to have deftroy* 
cd all our glory, defence and happinefs. 

The firft letter I received from him was 
fb remarkable, that fome perfons of eminent 
piety, to whom I communicated it, would 
not be content without copying it, or mak- 
ing fome extrafls from it. I perfuade my* 
felf, that my devout reader will not be dif- 
pleafed, that I infert the greateft part of it 
here ; efpecially, as it ferves to illultrate the 
. affeQionate fenfc which he had of the di- 
vine goodnefs in his converfion, though more 
than' twenty years had pafled fince that 
memorable event happened. Having men- 
tioned my ever dear and Honoured friend, 
Dr. Ifaac Watts, on an occafion which I 
hinted at above, (page 99) he adds, « I have 
«« been in pain thefe feveral years, left that 
^^ txctWtui^^rion^ that fweet finger in our 
^} Ifraeli fhould have been called to heaven 

^ "before 
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I •* before I had an opportunity of letting him 
^ know how muchhis workshave beenbleff- 
*^ ed to me^^and of courfe of returning hin> 
*^ my hearty thanks : For though it is owing; 
^ to the operation of the blefled fprrit^that 
''an/ thing works eflfeftually upon our 
" hearts, yet if we are^not thankful to ther 
*' inftfurhept w:hich God is pleafed to w^ake 
*^ ufe of, whom we da/cc^ how fhall we be 
«' thankful to the Ahnighty, whom we have 

; ^« notfeen? I delire to ble^ God for the 
^ good news of his recovery^f nd inireat yoa 
«^ to tell hint, that although I cannot keep* 

i '' pace with him here, in celebrating the higb 
" praifes of our glorious redeemer, which is 
'• the greateft grief of my heart; yet 1 am. 

' *^perfuaded, that when I join the gloriqus 
** company above, where there will be ha 
^ drawback?? none will out fing me tl^ere' J 
«i becaufe I fliall not find any, that will be 
*« more indebted to the. wonderful riches oF 
** divine grace than I. 

«< Give me a place at thy faints feet, 

", Or fome fall' n angcPs vacant feat J. 
' •* ril ftrive to fing as loud as they, 

' " \y^ho fit above ill. brighter day. 

*« I know it is natural for every on 2, who has 
« felt the almighty power which raifed our 
« glorious redeemer from the grave, tp be-- 

^•lieve 
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*< lieve his cafe fijigular : But I have made 
w evey one in this refpeft fubmit, as foon as 
" he^ has heard my ftory. And if yott 
* feemedfo furpri:ced at the account whick 
" I gave you, what will you be when yoa. 
'« bear it all ?; , 

«• Oh if I had an suigcl's voice, 
*« And could be heard from pole to pol6 ; 
<' I would to all the lift'ning world 
*<' Proclaim thy goodnefs to my foul.? 

He then concludes^ after fomc expreffioni 
of endearment, (vhich, with whatever pleafr 
ure I review them, I muft not here infert) 
" If you knew what a natural averfion I 
" have to writing, you would be aftoniihed 
<•' at the length of this letter, which is, I be- 
«^ lieve, the longed I ever wrote. But my 
<• heart warms when I write to you, which 
«« makes my pen moVe the eafier. I hope 
** it will pleafe our gracious God long to 
<^ preferve you, a bleffed inllrument in his 
" hand of doing great good in the church 
<« of Chrift ;iand that you. may aWays enjoy 
<* a thriving foui in a healthful body, (hall 
« be the continual prayer of, &c." 

As our intimacy grew, our mutual affec- 
tion increafed ; and. <« my deareft friend,** 
was the form of addrefs with which mod of' 
jbis epiflles of the laft yearsvwere begun and 

ended 
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ended. Many of them are filled , up with 
hisfentimentsofthofe writings which I pub^ 
liflied during thefe years, which he read 
with great attention, ^nd of which he fpeaks 
in tennswhichit becomes me, to fupprels, 
and to impute in a confiderable degree tp 
the kind prejudices of fo endeared a friend- 
ftiip- He gives jne repeated alfurancesi 
"that he was daily mindful of toq ih his 
prayers ;" a circumftance which I cannot 
recolieft without the greateft thankfulnefs ; . 
the lofs of which I fhould more deeply la- 
jnent, did I not hope, that the happy effeft 
of thefe prayers might ftill continue, and. 
might run into all my remaining days. 

ll niight be a pleafure to me, to make fev; 
eral extrafts frpm many others of his letters : 
But it is a pleafure which I ought to fup- 
pre fs, and rather to refl eft with unfeigned 
humility, how unworthy I was of fuch re- 
gards from fuch a perfon, and of that divine 
gpodnefs which gave me fiich a friend in. 
him. I fhair therefore only add two gen- 
eral remarks, which offer themfelves^omi 
feveral of his letters. The one is, that thcr^ 
is in fome of them, ^s our freedom increafcdj 
an agreeable, vein of humour and pleafant- 
^ ry^.; which Ihews how eafy religion fat upon*^ 
him, and how far he was from placing any 
^aftQf it in a gloomy, melancholy,, or ftiff ■ 
Ma. formality,/ 
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formality. The other is, that he frequently 
refers to dpmeftic circumftances, fuch as the 
illnefs or recover}* of my children, &c. which 
I am furprifed how a man of his extenfive 
and important bufioefe could fo diftinSly 
bear upon his mind. But his memory was 
good, and his heart was yet' better ; and his 
friendflwp was fuch, that nothing which 
fenfiblyafFefled the heart of one whom he 
honoured with it, left his own but flightly 
touched. I have all imaginable reafon to 
believe, that in many inftances his prayen 
were not only offered for us in general terms, 
but varied as our particular fituation requir- 
ed. Many quotations might verify this ; 
but I decline troubliiig the reader with an 
enumeration of paffages, in whifch it was 
only the abundance of friendly fympathy, 
that gave this truly great, as* well as good 
rran, fo cordial a concern. 

After this cotrefpondenc^, carried on for 
the fpace of about three years,aYid fome in- 
terviews which we had enjoyed at different 
places, he came to fpeiKi fome time with us 
at Northampton, and brought with him his 
lady and his two eldeft children. I had 
here an opportunity of taking a much nearer 
viewofhischarafter, and furveying it in a 
niuch greater variety of lights than before ; 
*nd my ^fteem for bim inqreafed, in pro- 
portion 
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portion to thefe opportunities. What f 
have wrote above, with refpeO: to his con- 
duct in relative life, was in a great meafure 
drawn from what I now faw: and«I (hall 
mention here feme other points in his be- 
haviour,which particularly ftruck my mind r 
and likewife ftlall touch on his fentiments on^ 
feme topics of importahee, which he freely 
communicated to me^and whichi remarked: 
on 2iccount of that wifdom and' propriety- 
which I apprehended in them.' 

There was nothing more openly obferva^ 
ble inCol. Gardiner, than the exemplary 
gravity, compofure, and reverence, with 
which he attended public worlhip. Copi- 
ous as^ he was in his^ fecrct devotions before 
he engaged in it, he always began them fo 
earlv, as not to be retarded by them, when 
he fliouldrefort to the houfe of God. He,, 
and all his foldiers who chofe to. worfhip. 
with him, were generally there, (as I have 
already hinted) before the fervice began ; , 
that the entrance of" fo many of them at 
once might not difturb the congregation al- 
ready engaged in devotion, an4 that there 
might be the better opportunity for bringing 
the mind to a becoming attention, and pre- 
paring it for converfe with the divine being.' 
While aQsof worfhip were going on, whether 
of pmyer or finging, he always flood up-; , 
. and 
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and whatever regard he tnight have for pern 
fans ijvhq paffed by him at that time, though 
it were to come into the fame pew, he never 
paid any compliment to them : And., ofien 
has he exprefied his wonder at the indeco- 

' rum of breaking ofFouraddrelsxto Qod, to 
bow to a fellow creature ; which he tbou|;lit 

. a much greater indecency ^ than it would be 
on a like occafion and circumftance, to in- 
terrupt an addrefs to our. prince.. , During^ 
the time of preaching, his eye was<:ommon* 
ly fixed upon the minilier, though fojne^ 
times turned round tipon the auditory, where 
if he obferved ^ny to trifle, it filled.him with: 
juft indignation. And I have known in- 
ftances, ip which, upon making the remark,, 
hcf has communicated it to fome friend of the 
perfons. who were guilty of it, that ^proper 
application might be made to prevent it for 
the time to cpme.. 

A more devout communicant at the table- 
- of' the Lord has perhaps feldom been any 
where known. Often have 1 had the pleaf- 
ure, to fee that manly oQuntenance foftenedl 
to all the marks. of humiliation and contri- 
tion, on this occafion; and t© difcern, in; 
fpite of all hiseflForts to conce;al thcm,ftreams^ 

4 of tears flowing down from his eyesy while he 
has been dire6ling diem to thofe memoirials, 
Qf his redeemer!s loye... AwJ. foipe, whpj 

havfiL 
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have converfed intimately with him after he 
came from that ordinance, have ebferved a 
vifible abftraftipn from furrounding objefl^j 
by which there feemcd reafon to, imagine, 
that his foul was. wrapped tip in holy corv- 
icmplation. And I particularly remember, 
that when we had once fpent great part of 
the following Mbnday in riding together, he 
made an apology to me for being foabfent 
as h^feemed, by telling me?" that his heart 
''was flown, upwards before he wats aware, 
'• to himf whom not having feen^ he Idved ; *' 
« and that ho^was rejoicing in him with fuck 
'^ unfpeakable joyt^ that he could aot hold it, 
**down to creature converfe/'; 

In all the offices of frendfliip he was re*. 
markabJy ready, and- had a moft fweet and; 
engaging manner of performing them,which , 
greatly heightened the obligations he con- 
ferred* He feemed not to fet any high val^ 
ue upon any benefit he bellowed ; but did 
it without the lead parade, as a thing which 
In thofe circumftances came of courfe, where 
he-hadrprofefled love and refpeft^ which he 
was not over forward to do, though he treat- 
ed ftrangers, and thofe who were moft hil. 
inferiors, very courteoufly, and always feem- 

, •d, 

♦This alluded to the fubjeft of the fcrmon the d^y- 
before, which- w-as iPet, i. 8. ' 
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ed, becaufe he in truth always, was glad, of 
any opportunity of doing them good. 

He was particularly zealous in vindicat- 
ing the reputation of hi^ friends in their ab- 
fence : And though I cannot recoUeft, that 
I had ever an opportunity ofobfc/vingthis 
immediately, as 1 do not know dtat; I ever 
was prefent with him whea any it! was; 
fpoken of others at all ; yet by what I have 
heard him Jay, with relation to attempts to 
injure the cbara&ers of worthy and ufeful 
plen, I have realbn to believe, that no maiL 
livini^^iyas mope fenClbre of the bafene|s and 
infamy^as wellas due ctu^lty, of fucb a con- 
duft. rie knew, aud defpifed the low priiw 
cjpkfiof refeflttqQjent foi* unT^afppable expec- 
tatioiis difappointed,, of perfqnalat,tachmeflt 
to mer^ of lojne ci^ofling interefts,of eavy^ 
and of pacty zeal, from Aj/hence fuch a coik 
dxxGt often proceeds; and was particyWr^y 
offended, when he found it (as he frequent- 
ly did) in pqrfons tjiat fet up for the greatefl 
patrons of liberty, virtue and ^candour. He 
looked upon the murderers of repukLtioru and 
yfcfulnefi^ as fome of the vileft pefts of foci- 
ety; and plainly fliewed on every proper 
oCcafioh, that he thought it the part of a 
gengpus, benevolent, and courageous man,, 
to exert himfelf in tracing and hunting down 
the flander, thai the authors or abettors of 
. it 
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It might be kfs capable of doiog mifchief for 
the future. « 

The moft plaufible objeSion^that I ever 
heard to Colonel Girdiner's . charaQer is> 
that he was too much auacbed to fome re- 
ligious principles, eftablifhed indeed in the 
churches both of England and Scotland, but 
which have of late years been much difput- . 
ed, and from which, it is at leaft generally 
fuppofed, not a few in both have thought 
proper to depart; whatever expedients ihey 
may have found to quiet their confciences, 
in fubfcribing thofe formularies, in which 
ihey are plainly taught. His zeal was ef-. 
pecially apparent in opppfition to thofe doc*- 
trines, which feemed to derogate from the ^ 
<iivine honours of the fon and fpirit of God, 
and from the freedom of divine grace, or the 
reality and neceffity of its operations in the 
converfion and falvation of finners. 

With relation to thefe I ihuft obferve, that 

it was his moft ftedfaft perfuafion, that all 

thofe notions, which reprefent our blefTed 

redeemer and the holy fpirit as mere crea- 

I (ures, or whidh fet afide the atonement of 

\ the former, or the influences of the latter, 

i do lap the very foundation of Chriflianity, 

I by rejecting the moft glorious doftrines pe- 

I culiar to it. He had attentively obferved 

I (what indeed is too obvious) the unhappy 

i . influence 
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influence which the denial of thefe princi- 
ples often hay on the charaQer of minifters^ 
and on their fuccefs, and was perfuaded, 
that an attempt to fiibftitute that mutilated 
form of Chriftianity which remains, when 
thefe eflentials of it are taken away, has 
proved one of the moft fuccefsful methods 
which the great enemy of fouls has ever 
taken in thefe latter days, to lead men by 
inferifible degrees into dcifm, vi<!e, and per- 
dition. He alfo fagacioufly obferved the 
ar(ful manner in wbich obnoxioYis tenets are 
dlten maintained and infinuated, vich aH 
that mixture of zeal and addrefs with which 
they are propagated in the world, even by 
thofe who had moft folemnly profeiTed to 
believe, and engaged to teach the contrary ; 
And as he really apprehended, that the glo- 
ry of God, and the falvation of fouls was 
concerned- his piety and charity made hitn 
eager and ftrenuous in oppofing what he 
judged to be errors of foperniciousa nature; 
Yet l*mull declare, that according to what 
I have known of him, (and I believe he 
opened his heart on thefe topics to me, with 
as much fr^-edom as to any man living) he 
was not ready upon light fufpicions to charge 
tenets which he thought fo pernicious on 
any, efpecially where he faw the appear- 
ances of a good temper and life^ which he 

always 
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I alwiays reverenced and loved in perfons of 
all fentiraents aqd pit)feffions. He feverely 
condemned caufelefs jealoufies, and evil fur- 
mifings of every kind ; and extended that 
charity in this refpeft, both to clergy and 
laity, which good Biffaop Burjiet was fo 
ready, according to his own account, to limit 
to the latter, " of believing every man good 
** till he knew him to be bad, and his no- 
^^ tions right till he knew them wrong.'- He 
could not but be very fenfible of the Unhap- 
py confequerices, which may follow on at- 

• tacking the charafters of men, efpecially of 
thofe who are minifters of the gofpel : Artd 
if through a mixture of human frailty, from 
which the be ft of men in the beft of their 
meanings and intentions, are not entirely 

' free, he has ever^ in t|;ie warmth of his heart 
dropped a word which might be injurious to 
any on that account, (which I believe very 
feldom happened) he would gladly retraft 
it on better information ; which was perfeQ:- 
ly agreeable to that honeft and generous 
franknefs of temper, in which I never knew 
any man who exceeded him. 

On the whole, it was indeed his deliberate 
judgment, that the Arian, Socinian, arid Pe-« 

|, lagtan doQrincs, were highly difhonburable 

• to God, and dangerous to the fouls of men i 

and that it was the duty of private Chrift- 

N. ians^ •- 
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lam^ to •be great}/ on thieir guard againft 
thofe minifters by whom they ace jentertain- 
ed^ left dteir minds Jhould be corrupted from 
thejinpiicity that is in Ckrifi.- Yet he fio- 
cerely abhorred the thought of perfecution 
for confcietice fake ; of the abfurdity and in- 
iquity of which, in ail its kinds and degreesy 
be had as deep and rational a convi&ion^as 
any mail I could name. And indeed the 

feneroiky of his heroic heart could bardJy 
ear to think that thofe glorious truths^ 
which he fo cordially loved, and which he 
aflur^dly believed to be capable of fuch fair 
fupportv both from reafon and the word of 
God, ftiould bedi%raced by methods of de- 
fence and propagationjcortmion to the moft 
impious and ridiculous falfehoods. Nor 
did he by any means approve of paffionate 
and furious ways of vindicating the moft 
vital' and important ddftrines of the gofpcl ; 
For he knew, that to mainftiin the moft be*- 
nevolent religion in the world by tuch ma^ 
levolent and infernal ^methods, was ^roji- 
ipg the end to acccmplipithe means* and that 
it was as impoffible, that true Chriftianity 
ihould be fuppcrted thus, as it is that a man 
fliQuldlong be nduriftied by eating his own 
fleih. To difplay the genuine fruits d 
thrift ianity in a good life, to biSTeady to 
j^^d :withlneektiefeiatad fweetners^fdt-:the 
do^ines it teaches, and to labour by every 
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office of humanity aiul goodnefs to gain up- 
on them that oppofe it, were the weapons ^ 
with which this good foldierof Jefus Chrift 
feithfaUy* fought the battles of the Lord. 
Thefc w<5apons will alvi^ys be viftorious iiji 
bis caafe;aDd they who have recojurfe to * 
others of adiffcreDtiemperature^ how ftroog 
UDever they may feem, and how Oiarp forever 
Aey may really he, will find they break in 
their hands when they exert them moil fu.- 
noufly? ^tnd are much more likely to wound 
Ifliemielves, than tO'Conquer the enemies thdjr 
oppofe. • , 

But whik I am fpeakingof Colonel Gar- 
diner's charity io: this re^eSi, I mud not o- 
Iftit th^tt of another kind, which, has indeed 
ingrofled the name 6f charity much niore 
than it ought, exctQent as it. is; LnifiaQ\ 
almfgiving, for which he was v^vy nmsackM' 
i>le. J have often wondered> how he was 
able to do fo in^ny generous thih^ this way c 
£ut his frugality vfed the fpring. He made 
3K) pleafureableKskpenee onhimfelfy andwas 
coY^nted with a >very decent. appearance in 
Ills -femily, without affe£ling fuch ah: air df 
grandeur, a3 coulid nothave been fiipportedt 
withoi^it facrificingto it £aisfadions iarino- 
-bli^r, and to a temper lilce his^ far mace tde- , 
ligfetful. The lively and tender feelings, of 
U^ heart, in.»favouj[*of the diftreffed;ana af- . 
* ■ fli^ed,. 
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flifled. made it a felf indulgence to him to 
relieve them; and the deep convidion he 
had of the vain and tranfuopy nature of eke 
enjoyments of this worW, together with the 
fublhne view he had of another, engaged him 
to difpence his bounties with a: very liberal 
jiand, and even to feek out proper objefts of 
them : And^above all,his fincere and ardent 
love to the Lord Jefus Chrift^engaged him 
io feel, with a true fympathy, the concerns 
of his poor members* In confeq^ence of 
this, he honoured feveral of his friends wi^ 
commifli6ns for the relief of the poor ; and 
particularly, with relation to fome under my 
paftorai care, he referred it to my difcretioa 
to fupply them with what I fhould judge 
expedient, and frequently preJSTed me in hi$ 
letters to be/ure not to let them want. And 
where perfons ftandingin need of his charir 
ly happened, a^tbey often did,.to be perfons. 
of remarkably religious difpofitions, it wa$ 
cafy to perceive, that he not only loved, but 
honoured them ; and really efteemed it a« 
honour which providence: conferred upoa 
him, that he JhouM be made, as it were Me 
slmoner of 6^, for the relief of fuch. 

I cannot forbear relating a little (lory 
here, which, when the Colonel himfelt heard 
it, gave him fuch exquifite pleafure, that I 
hope it will be aGcepta4)k to feverai of my 

readers. 
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tenders. There was in a village abbtft three 
milc^.from NQiihamptoR, and in a hmxly 
Hftiich of all others near me was afterward^ 
mod indebted to him, (though he had never 
then feen any member of it) an aged and 
pci^r, jbtoi .eminently good woman, who had 
with great diiS^tilfy, in /the exercife of much 
fakh and patience, diligence and humilitjif 
made ihift to educate a large family of chiid- 
jen, after theideath of her hulband, without 
being chargeable to the pariih : which as it 
was. quite beyond her hope, Ihe often fpoke'^ 
of ^ with great deii^L At length, when 
worn but wiith age and infirmities, flie lay 
upon her dying bed, flie did. in a moft live* 
ly and affeBing manner ;aicp«ers her hope 
and joy in the! views of approaching glory. 
Yet amidft all the triumph of fuch a prof- 
pe6:, diere was one remaining care and dif- 
trefs wl\ich lay heavy on her mind ; which 
was, that as her journey and her ftock of 
proviiions wiere Dodi ended together^ Ihe 
feared that (he rnuft .either be buried at the 
parifh expence^ or leave her tnoft dutiful and 
afieflionate daughters the hoiife^ ftripped of 
fame of ^the few moveables which remained 
in it, to perform the laft office of duty to 
^er, which ihe had ceafo^ to. believe they 
would do« While (he was >coipbating wiAi 
dits only ranajbing anxiety^ I hap|>eneid| 
N 5t though 
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though I knew not ^e extremity of her il^ 
nefs) to come in, and to bring with me a 

fuinea, which the generous Colonel had feiit 
y a fpecial meflage, on hicaring the charac- 
ter of the family, for its relief. A prefent 
like this, (probablv the mod confiderable 
they had ever received in their lives) com- 
ing in this manner from an entire ftranger 
at fuch a crifis of time^threw my dying friend, 
(for fuch amidft all her poverty, I rejoiced 
to call her). into a pcrfeft tranfport of joy. 
She efteemed it a fmgular favour of provi- 
dence, fent to h.er in her la(^ moments) 9l&m 
token of good,znd greeted it as a fpecial mark. 
of that hving kit^nefs of Godj which fliould 
attend her forever. She would therefore be 
raifed up in her bed, that fhe might blefe 
God for it upon her kneesy and with her laft 
breath pray for her kind and generous ben- 
efa6kor, and for him who had been the in* 
firumeiit of dire6ing his bounty into this 
channel. After which {he foon expired, 
with fuch. tranquillity and fweetnefs, as could 
not but moft fenfibly delight all who be- 
held her, and occafioned many, who knew 
the circumftances, xo glorify God on her be- 

The Colonel's laftrefidence at Northamp. 
ton was in June and July, 1.742, when Lord 
Cadogan's regiment of dragoons was quai- 

tercd 
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tered here : And I^^cannot biit obferve, ihat 
whcfrever that regiment came, it was remark- 
able, ttot only for the firie appearance i% 
made, and for the exaSinefs with which it 
performed its^^ various exercifes, (of which it 
had about this time the honour to i^ceive 
the mod iilullrious teRinK>nials) but alfo fop 
the great fobriety and regularity of the fol* 
d ters. Many of the officers copied after the 
excellent pattern^ which they had daily be. 
fore their eyeg, and a confiderable number 
of the private men feemed to be perfons, not 
€>nly of ftrift virtue, but of ferious piety.. 
And I doiAt not, but they found their a- 
bundant account in it ;. not only inthe fe* 
Fenity and happinefs of their own minds, 
which is beyond comparifon^ the moft im- 
portant con{kleration>; but alfo, in fome de<^ 
gree, in the obliging and refpe6kful treat- 
YAent which they generally met with in their 
quarters. And t mention this, becaufe I 
am perluaded) that if gentlemen of their 
profeifion knew^ and would reflcfl, how- 
much more comfortable they make their 
owi^ quarters, by a fober^ orderly, and oblig*^ 
|iig conduft, they would be regular out of 
fliere felf love; if they were not influencedp 
as I heartily wifli they may always be, by a. 
nobler principle- 

T<>waxda. ^ 
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Towards the latter end of this yiear kf 
e]onbPirke4 for Flanders? aivl fpent fiwie cour 
fider^ble tiioe with the regiment at Ghent i 
where he much regretted the want of thc^ 
reliffioiis iQitlinance$ and opportunities whick 
had msMde his other abodes delightluh jOnt 
%s he had made fo eminent a progrefs in that 
divine life, which they are all intended to 
proipote, he coqld not be «na£|ive in the 
Cfuife pf God* I have now before me a let- 
ter dated from thence, Oapber, 16, 1 74 2, in 
which he writes, *« As for h^, I am indeed 
« in a dry and barren land^ nf/ure no water is^ 
** Rivers of waters run down mine eyes^ bc- 
«* caiife nothing h to be heard in our Sod- 
**.om, but blafpheming the Dame of my 
^f God; and I am not honoured a^ the in- 
?* ftf ument of doing any great fervice. It U 
^* true, I have reformed fix or feven field 
4* officers of fwearingf I dine every day witH 
*« themt and have entered them into a vol- 
*« untary contrad, to pay a Ihilling to th^ 
^ poor Ibr^very oath; and it is wonderful 
^ to obferve the effeft it has had already* 
-" Onq of them told me this day -at dinner, 
^ that it had really fuch an inftqenoe upon 
^ him, that being at cards laft night when 
<* pother officer fell a fwearing, he was not 
*' able to bear it, but rofejip and left the 
^Company 4 So you fee, ireftraints at firft 

^ arifin^ 
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^arifingfrom alow principle,nlay irtiprove 
« into fomething better." 

During his abode here, he had a great 
deal of bufinefs upon his hands ; and had 
alfo, in feme niarches, the care of more reg- 
iments than his own : And it lp5 been very 
delightful ta me ta obferve^ what a degree* 
of converfe with heaven-, and the God of it, 
he maintained, amidft thefe fcenes of hurry 
and fatigue; ofwhiehthe reader may fihdj 
a remarkable fpecimen in the r6llo,wing let- 
ter, dated from Lichwick, in the beginning- 
of April, 1745, which was one of the laft I 
received from him-Vhile abroadyand begins: 
with thefe words : *' Yefterday^ being the. 
^^ Lord s day, at fix in the morning, I had. 
^« the pleafure of receiving yours at Norto- 
>*nick; and it proved a Sabbath day's bleff- 
^^ ing to me. Some time before it reachedi 
'i me," ffron* whence by the way it may be 
obferved, that hii former cuftom of rifing fo^ 
early to his devotions was dill retained) *' I 
**^had bee» wftejlling with God with many 
^^ tears ; and wHen I had read it, I returned 
<^ to my knees again, to give hearty thanks^ 
^ to him for all his goodtiefs to you and 
*^ yours, and alfo- to myfelf, in that he hath 
/*• been pleafed to ftir up fo many who are 
« dear to him, to be mindful of me at the 
:" throne of grace.** And then, after thcr 

mentioa 
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inentfan q( fomc vQjtfe^r particulars, he adds> 
*• bleffed ahd adored forev^:r» be the holy 
«■ name of my beayerily father, who holds 
^} my foul in )ife^ and my boiy in perfeS: 

. « heahhl Wev^ I to recount his. wercy a^d 
*' goodnefs to me* even in the midft of ^0 
^' thefe hurries, I fl>ould never have doae.— ^ 
« I' hope your matter will ftill encourage 
*< you in his work, and make yoi^ a bleffifig 
« to n^any. My d^a^reft friends I 2un much 
<( iptiore yours th^^n I can exprefs, and ihatt 
«« reipai n fo while Jam. / J- <^ • " 

In this corr^fpond^nce I had a hnhtf 
opportunity of difcovering that humble r^e- 

J^pati^ntQ thtwiHof G^, which made.fe 
gimiable a p?rt pffeis chajr^Serrijtnd pf ?vhicli 
be.for6 I had J^en Tq ^na^j^ in.ftanc^s. He 
fp^s^ksj in the i^ter from which I ,haY<t.juft 
been giviing.an extrafii, o£ the hope b^ bad 
expre£Ebd in ^fprmerjof feeing us aga:iD.tbat 
winter ; 4nd he adds, ^' To be fure it would 
^ have been a great pleafure tome: But ure 
«« poQr .mortals ioi:?n prqjfi^is, and due al- 
<« mi|^ty ruli^r ojf ^hp univerfe difpofes of aH 
^ as he pkafes. , A gr^^t many -of us were 
f« ^tting ready fio^ our retmn to. England, 
4* when we reiceived an ' qrder.to :ixian:h to- 
«' wards Frankfprt^tQ the great furprifc of die 
^' whple army ) , neither can any of us com- 
^ prehendi/rf&k^t we Att to do there, for there 
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« is no enemy in that country, the French 
^ artny being marched into Bavaria, whfere 
«* I am furie we cannot follow them. But it 
«* is the will of 'ike Lor i^^LnA his will hdmt f 
«> I defire to' blefs and jjraife my heavenly 
«* father that I am entirely refigned to it. 
« It is no matter where I go, or what be- 
«* comes o.f me, fo that Goi may he glorified 
«« in my life or my death. I fliould rejoice 
«* much to hear, that all my friends were e- 
*< qually reOgne^/* 

The mention of this artiste reminds me 

<rf atioiher, relating to the vieWs which he 

had of obtaining a regimfcnt fe>r himfelf- ' 

He endeavoured, to deferve it by the moft 

fai&fut fervices ^ fome of them indeed be-^ 

yonfd what the ftrength of his conftitution 

wcQld'Weli btor : For the wea(ther in fome 

ef ifaefe marches proved exceeding bad,and 

[ yet he would be always at the headofhii 

peciptej that ;he might look to every thing 

that concerned them, with the exaSeftcare. 

This obliged-him to negleft the beginnings 

[ oftifeverifliillnefs; the natural confequence 

I of w;hich^Wa;s, that it grew very formidable^ 

j foiled. a long' confinement upon him, and 

I gav« animal nature a fhock which it never 

; recovered. 

Ift the m^ai) tJme, as he had the promife 
of airegittiejfiit -before he qiritted England,hift 

' friends 
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friends were continually expe6ling an occai- 
fion of congratulating him on having receiv- 
ed the command of one. Qut itill they 
t^ere difappointed ; and on fome of them 
the difappointment fcemed to fit heavy* 
As for the Colonel himfelf^ he feemed quite 
eafy about it ; and appeared much greater 
in that eafy fituation ofmTnd than the high- 
eft military honours atid preferments could 
have made hinu With great pleafure do I 
at this moment recolleS the unafFefted fe- 
renity, and even indifference, with which he 
exprefles himfelf upon this occafion, in a 
letter to me^ dated about the beginning of 
April, 1743. " The difappointment of a 
^^ regiment is nothing to me ; for I am fat-^ 
*« isfied that had it been for God's glory, I 
** fhould have had it; and I ftiould have 
:•« been forry to have had it on any other 
« terms. My heavenly fetber has beftowed 
** upon me infinitely more than if he had 
*' made me Emperor of the whole world.** 
I find feveral parallel expreffions In other 
letters ) and thofe to his lady about the 
fame time, were juft in the fanr.e ftrain. In 
an extract from one which was written from 
Aix la Chapelle, April ai, the fame year,! 
meet with thefe words : « People here im- 
•^agine Imuft be fadly troubled, that I 
<Vhave not got ^regiment, for fix out of 

««feven 
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«< fcvcn vacant are nov difpofed of j but 
^ they are ftrangely miftaken, for it has giv.- 
<< en me no fort of trouble : My heavenly 
'* father knows what is beft for me ; and 
" bleffed and forever adored be his name, 
" he has given me an entire refignation to 
«* his will : Befides, I do not know that ev- 
*« er I met with any difappointment fince I 
*« was a Chriftian, but it pleafed God to dif- 
^' cover to me^ that it was plainly for my ad- 
*« vantage^ by beftowing fomething better 
'^ upon me afterwards : Many inftances of 
" which I am able to produce y and tl^re- 
" fore I Ihould be the greateft of monllers 
«• if I did not truft in him.'' 

I Ihould be guilty of a great omiffioDjif I 
were flot to add, how remarkably the event 
correfponded with his faith,on this occafion. 
For whereas he had no intimation, or ex- 
pedation, of any thing more than a regiment 
of foot, his Majefty was pleafed, out of his 
great goodnefs, to give him a regiment of 
dragoons, which was then quartered juM in 
his own neighbourhood. And it is properly 
rennarked by the reverend and worthy per- 
fon through wbofe hands this letter was 
tninfmitted to me, that when the Colonel 
thus exprefled himfelf, he could have no 
^profpeft of what he afterwards fo foon ob- 
tained; as General Bland's regiment, to 
O which 
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which he was advanced, was oiily vacant 

the 19th of April,. that is, two days before 
the date of this letter, when it was impoffi- 
ble Jie fhould have any notice of that vaciin-. 
cy. And it alfo defervcs obferyation, that 
foroe few days^ after the Colonel was thus 

. unexpeQedly promoted to the conimand of 
tbqfe dragoons, brigadier Cornwallis's regi- 
ment of foot, then in Flanders, became va- 
cant: Now bad this happened before his 
promotion to.General Bland's, Cofonel Gar- 
diner, in all probability would only have 
had that regiment of foot, and fo ha,ve con»- 
tinued in Flanders. When the affair was 
iffiied, he informs Lady Frances of it, in a 

. letter dated from a village near Frankfort, 
May 3, in which he refers to his fortncrof 
the £ ift of Aprils obferving how remarkabiy 
it was verified " in God s having given him,'* 
(for fo'hecxpreffes it, agreeably to the views 
he coniinually maintained of the nniverfal 
agency of divine providence) " what be Had 
«« no expeQation of, arid what was fo much 
«• better than that which he had miffed, a 
«« regiment of diagoonstjuaneTed at his owu 
<« door/' 

It appeared to him that by this remarka^ 
ble event providencei called him hdme. Ac- 
cordingly, iHough he had other prefemients 
offered him^ in the army, he chole to return,. 

and 
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and I believe the more willingly, as he did 
notexpeft there would have been an afi^ton. 
Juft at this time it {>leafed God to give him 
an awful inftance of the untertaiiky of hu- 
man profpeSs and, enjoyments, by that vi- 
olent fever, which feized him> at Ghent In 
his way to England, and perhaps the more 
feverely, for the efforts he made to pufh on 
his journey, though he had for fome days 
been much indifpofed. It was, I think, one 
of the firft fits of fcver-e illnefs he had ever 
met with ; and he was ready to look updft 
it as a fudden call into eternity : but it gaVe 
him no painful alarm in that view. He 
committed himfelf to the God of his life, 
and in a few weeks he was fo well recovered, 
as ta be capable of purfuing his journey, 
though not without difficulty : And I can- 
not but tbinfc^t might have conduced much 
to a mor^perfeft recovery than he ever at- 
tained, to have allowed himfelf a longer re- 
pofe, ifi order to recruit his exhaufted 
ftrength and fpirits. But there was an ac- 
; tivity in his temper, not eafy to be rcftrain- 
ed ; and it ^as now ftimulated, not only by 
a defire of feeing bis friends, but of being 
with his regiment; "that he might omit noth- 
ing in his power, to regttlate their morals 
and their difcipline, and to form them for 
public ferviee. Accordingly he pafled 

through 
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through London about the middle of June, 
1743, where he had the honour of waiting 
on their Royal Highnefles, the Prince and 
Princefs of Wales, and of receiving from 
■^ both the moil obliging tokens of favour and 
cfteem. He arrived at Northampton on 
Monday the 2dth of June, and fpent part of 
three days here. But the great pleafare 
"which his return and preferment gave us, 
was much abated, by cblerving his counte- 
nance fo fadly altered, and the many marks 
of langour, and remaining diforder, which 
evidently appeared ; fo that he really looked 
ten years older than he had done ten months 
before. Ihad hawever a fatisfafiion, fuf- 
ficient to counterbalance much of the con- 
cern which this alteration gave me, in a re- 
newed opportunity of obferving, indeed 
more fenfibly than ever, in how remarkable 
a degree he wa5 dead to the enjoyments and 
views of this mortal life. When I congrat- 
ulateci him on the favourable appearances 
of providence for him in the late event, he 
briefly told me the remarkable circumftances 
that attended it, with the moft genuine im- 
preflions of gratitude to God for them ; but 
addedj '* that as his account was increafed 
" with bis income, powerjand influence,and 
*' his cares were proportionably increafed, 
,^ it was as to bis own perfonal concern much 

>v ' f« the 
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*« the fame to him, whether he had remained 
^in his former ftation, or been ekvated to 
^* this ; but that if God fiiould by'this mean 
♦« Jionoui* him, as an inftrument of doing 
*« more good than he could oiherwife hav^ 
«* done, he fliould rejoice in it/' 

I perceived that the near vie w« he had 
taken of eternity, in the illnefs from which 
he was then fo imperfeftly recovered, had 
not in the lead alarmed him; but that he 
would have been entirely willing, had fuch 
been the determination of God, to have 
been cut fhort in/a foreign land, without 
any earthly friend near him, and in the 
Bftidft of a journey, undertaken with hppey 
.and profpefts fo p4eafing to nature; which 
appeared to me no irvconfiderable evidence 
of the ftrength of his faith. But we fliall 
wonder the lefs at this extraordinary refig- 
nation, if we confider the joyful and aff^red 
profped which he had of an happinefs in- 
finitely fuperior beyond the grave ; of v;hich 
that worthy minifter of the church of Scot- 
land, who had an opportunity of converfing 
with him quickly after his- return, and hav- 
ing the memorable ftory of his converfion 
from his own mouth, as I have hinted above^ 
writes thus in his letter to me, dated Jan. 
14, 174(5-7. " When he came to review his 
^ regiment at Linlithgow in fummer 174^1. 
O a ^ *^ after 
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" after having given me tfce wonderfurftory 
" as above, he iconcluded in words* to this 
'* purpofe ; Let me die, whenever it Ihafl 
« pleafe God, or wherever it (hall be, I am 

. *^ fure I Ihall go to the 'manfions of eternid 
« glory, and enjoy my God and my redeem- 
*^ er in heaven forever." 

While he was with us at this time, he ap- 
peared deeply affefted with the fad ftate of 
things as to fejigioti and morals ; and feero- 
ed to apprehend, that the rod of God was 
hanging over fo finful a nation. He- ob- 
ferved a'great deal of difafftaion, which the 
enemies of the government hadj by a variety 
of artifices, been raifing in Seodand for fome 
yearjs ; and the number of Jacobites there, 
together with thfe defenceleis ftate in which 
cur ifland then was, with 'refpeft to the 
number of its forces at home^ (of which he 
fpoke at once with great concern and afton- 
ifhmcnt) led him to cxpetl an invafion from 
France, and an attempt in favour of the pre- 
tender, much fooner than it happened. I 
have h^ard him fay, many years before it 
came lb near being accompliflied, *' that a 
,'• few thoufands might have afair chance for 
" marching from Edinburgh to London un- 

- " controlled, and throw the whole kingdom 
** into an aftonilhment." And I have great 
reafon to believe, that this was one maia 

""confidcratioD, 
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conderation, which engaged him to make 
fuch hafte to his regiment, then quartered in 
tfaofe parts; as he imagined there was fiot a 
fpot of ground, where he might be more like 
to have a call to expbfe his life in the fer- 
vice of his country; and perhaps, by ap- 
pearing on a proper call early in its defence, 
be inltrumental in ftrppreffing the begin- 
nings of ndoft formidable mifchief. How 
rightly he judged in thefe things, the event 
did too evidently Ibew. 

The evening before our laft feparation, a* 
I knew I could n6t entertain the invaluable 
friend who was then my gueft riiore agreea- 
bly, I preached a fermon in my own houfe, • 
with fome peculiai' reference to his cafe and 
circumftances, from thofe ever memorable 
words, than which I have never felt any 
more powerful and more comfortable : PfaL 
xci. 14, 15. 16. Becaufe he hath Jet his love 
upon me^ therefore will I deliver him ; / wilt 
jtt him on high^ becaufe he hath known my 
name : Hefhall call upon me, and I will an- 
fwer him / / will be with him in trouble^ I 
will deliver him^and honour. him : With long 
life (or length of days) xjuill Ifatisfy him^ and 
Jkew him myfatvation. This fcripture could 
not but lead our meditations to furvey the 
charafter of the good man, as one who fa 
knows th^ name ofthi blejjkd God, (has fucii 
' " a deep 
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a deep apprehenfion of the glories and per- 
fe£lions of his nature) asdeterminately tofd 
his love upon him^ to'm^ke him the fupreme 
obje6l of his moft ardent and cohftant affec- 
tion. And it fuggefted the moft fublime 
and aniflijating hopes to perlbns of fuch a 
charaQer ; that their prayers (IhlII be always 
acceptable unto God ; that though they 
may, and muft, be called out to their fliare 

^ in the troubles and calaniities of life^yet they 
may afiure themfelves of the divine prefence 
in all ; which fhall iffue in their deliverance, 
in their exaltation, fometimesto dillinguifh- 
ed honor and efteem among men, and, it 

. may be in a long courfe of ufeful and hap- 
py years on earth at leaft, which Ihall un- 
doubtedly end in feeing, to their perpetual 
delight, the complete falvation ofGod,ina 
world where they fhall enjoy length of day^ 

forever and ever^ and employ them all in 
adoring the great author of their falvation 
and felicity. It is evident, that thefe nat- 

' Ural thoughts on fuch a fcripture,were mat- 
ters of univerfal concern, « Yet had I known 
that this was the laft time I ftiould ever ad- 
drefs Colonel Gardiner, as a minider df the 
gofpel,and had I forefeen the fcenes through 
vhich God was about to lead him, I hardly 
know what confiderations I could have fug- 
gefted with njore peculiar propriety. 1h^ 

attention^ 
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attention^ elevation, and delight, with which 
be heard them^ was very apparent; and the 
pleafure which the obfervation of it gave 
me, continues to this moment. And let 
me be permitted to digrefe fo far, ds to add 
that this is indeed the great fupport of a 
Chriftian minifter, under the many dif- 
couragements and difappointments Which 
he meets with, m his attempts to fix upon 
the profligate or the thoughtlefs part of 
mankind a deep, fenfe of religious truth ; 
that there is another iinporiant part of his! 
work ill which he may hope to be more 
generally fuccefsful ; as by plain, artlefsjbut 
ferious (Hfcourfes, the great principles of 
Chriftian duty and hope may be nouriflied 
and invigorated in good men, their graces^ 
watered as at the root, and their foiils ani- 
mated both to perfevere and improve in ho- 
linefs. And when we are efFeftually per- 
forming fuch benevolent offices, fo well 
fuiting our immortal natures, to perfoni * 
whofe hearts are cemented with ours in the 
bonds of the moft endearing and facred 
friendfhip, it is too litde to fay it overpays 
the fatigue of, our labours; it evenfwallows 
up all fenfe of it, in the moft rational and., 
fublime pleafure. 

An incident occurs to my mind, which* 
Jte^ppened that evening; which at leaft foe 

tha . 
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the od4nefs of it may defer ve a place in 
thefe memoirs. I had then with me one. 
Thomas Porter^ a poor, buttery honeft and 
religious man, now living. a; Hatfield Broad- 
oak in Effex, who is quite unacquainted 
with letters, fo as not to be able to diilin- 
guifti one from another ; yet is matter of 
the contents of theBible in fo extraordinary 
a degree, that he has not only fixed an im- 
menie number of texts in. his memory, but 
merely by hearing them quoted in fermons 
has regiftered there the chapter and verfe,m 
which thefe pafTages areto be found.: This 
is attended with a marvellous facility in di- 
refting thofe that can read, to turn lb them, 
and a moft unaccountable talent for. fixing 
on fuch asfuit alraoft every imaginable va- 
riety of circumftances in common life.-*— 
There are two confid^rations in his cafe, 
which make it the more wpnderful : The 
one, that he is a perfon of a very law. geni- 
us, having, befides a ftammering, which 
makes his fpeech almoft unintelligible ta 
Grangers, fo wil4 and aukward a manner of 
behaviour, that he is frequently takeja for an 
idiot, and feems in ijoany things to be indeed 
fo : The other, that he grew up io manhood 
in a very licentious courfe of living, and an 
entire ignorance of divine things, fo that all 
thefe exa^ impreifions on his memory hav« 
* ' been 
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been made in his riper years. I thought it 
would not be djfagreeable to the Col. to in- 
troduce to him this odd phenomeBbn, which 
many hundred^ of people have had curi- 
olity to examine : And among all the ftrange 
things I have feen in him, I never remem- 
ber any which equalled what pafl'ed on thi« 
occafion* On hearing the Colonel's pro- 
feffion, and re\:eiving lome hints of hisre- 
ligt<3us chirafter/he ran through a vaft va- 
riety of fcri^iur^s, beginning at the Penta* 
teuch and going on to the Revelation, re- 
lating either to the depcndance to be fixed* 
on God (or the fuccefs of military prepara- 
tions, or to the inftances and promifes oc- 
curring ther^ of his care of good men in the 
moft iihminent dangers, or to the encour- 
agement to d'efpife perils and death, while 
engaged in a good caufe, and fupported by 
the views of a happy irft mortality. I be- 
lieve he quoted more than twenty of thefe 
paflages; and Imuft freely own, that I 
know not who could have chofe them with 
greater propriety. Ifmy memory doth not 
deceive me, the laft of nhis catalogue was 
that ^om which I afterwards preached on 
I the lamented occafion of this great man's 
fall : Be thou faithful unt0 drath, and I r/ ill 
give thee a crown of life. We were all af- 
toniihed at fo remarkable a fa£l ; and I 

quellion 
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que ft ion not, but that many of my readers i 
will think the memory of it worthy of being , 
thus preferved. ! 

But to return to my main fubje6l : The 
next day after the fermon and converfation 
of which J haye been fpeaking, I took my 
laft leave of my ineftimable friend, after at- 
tending him fome part of his .way north- 
ward. The firll ftage of our journey wa3 
to the cotiage of that pow, but very religious 
family) which I had occaiion to mention a- 
bpve, as relievecl, and indeed in a ^reat 
m^afure fubfifted, by his charity. And 
nothing could be more delightful, than to 
obferve the condefc^nfion, with wiiith he 
coiiverfed with thefe his humble penfiofiers. 
We there put up our laft united prayers to- 
gether ; and he afterwards expreffed in the . 
Itrongeft terms I ever heard him^ ufe on 
fueh an cccafion, the Angular plcafure with 
which he had joined in them. Indeed it 
was no fmall latisfaiiion to me, to have an 
opportunity of recommending fuch a valu- 
able friend to the divine proteftion and 
bit fling, with that particular freedom, and 
enlaigcment on what was peculiar in his 
circumdahces, which hardly any other fitu- 
ation, unlefs we had been quite alone, could 
fo cc nveniently have admitted* We went 
ficm thence to the table of a perfon of dif- 

tin£Uon 
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tifi£Kon in the neighbourhood; where he 
bad an oppohunuy of (hewing, in how de- 
cent and gjaceful a manner he could unite 
the Chriftian and ihe gentleman, and give 
converfation an improving and; religious 
turn J without violating any of the rules of 
polite behaviour, or faying or doing any 
thing which looked at all conftrained or af* 
ie€ted. Here we took our laft .embrace, 
committing each other to the careof the God 
of heaven; and the Colonel purfued his 
journey to the north, where he fpent aUthe 
remainder of his 3ays. 

The more I refleft upon this appoint- 
ment of prbvideijce, the more I difcem of 
the beauty and wifdom of it : not only as it 
led direftly to that glorious period of life, 
ifwth whicli God had determined to honour 
bim, and in which I think, it becomes all 
his friends to rejoice ; but alfo as the re- 
tiremem on which he entered, could not but 
have a happy tendency to favour his more 
imm^iate and complete preparation for fo 
fpeedy^ a remove. To which we may add, 
that it muft^xrobably have a very powerful 
influence to promote the interefts of relig- 
' ion (incomparably the greateft of all inter- 
efts) among the members of his own family ; 
who muft Turely edify much, by fuch daily 
leflbns as they received from his lips, when 
P the/ 
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they faw them illuftrated and enforced by 
fo admirable an example, and this for two 
complete years. It is the more remarkable, 
as I cannot find from the memoirs of his life 
in my hands, that he had ever feeen fo long 
at home fince he had a fanirly, or indeed, 
from his childhood, ever fo long at a time 
in any one place. 

With how clear a luftre his lamp fiione, 
and with what holy vigour his loins were 
girded up ifi the fervice of his God, in thtJe 
his latter days, I Icarjn in part front the let- 
ters of feveral excellent perfons in the min-, 
iflry, ar in feeuiar life, with whom I have 
fmce converfed or correfponded. And in 
his many letters dated from Bankton during 
this period, I have ftill farther evidence how 
happy he was, amidft thofe infirmities rf 
bod^, which his tendemefs for me would 
feldom allow him to mention.; for it afp- 
pears from them, wh^t a daily intercourfe 
he kept up with heaven, and what delight- 
ful communion with God crowned his at- 
tendance on public ordinances, and his 
fweet hours of devout retirement. He 
mentions his facram^tal opportunities with 
•peculiar relifh, crying out as in a holy rap- 
ture, in reference to one and another of 
them, ^' O how gracious a mafter do we 
** ferve ! how pleafant is his fervice ! how 

«rich 
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^ rich the etitertainmems of his love ! yet oh 
'<how poor and cold are our fervices!" 
Biit I will not multiply, quotations of this 
fort, rafter thofe I have given above, which 
may be a fufficient fpecimen of many more 
in the fame ftrain. This hint may fuffice 
10 fhew that the fame ardour of foul held 
out in a great n^afure io the laft ; and 
indeed it ieems^ that towards the clofe of 
life, like the flame of a lam^p almoft expir- 
ing, it fometimes exerted an unufual blaze. 
He fpent much of his time at Bankion in^ 
religious folkude ; and one moft intimately 
converfant with him affures me, that the- 
traces of that delightfui converfe with God, 
which he e^njoyed in it, might eafily be dif- 
earned in that Folemn yet cheerful coume-. 
nance, with which he often came out of his 
clofet. Yet his exercifes there muft fome- 
times have been very mournful, confidering: 
the melancholy views which he had of the 
ftate of ourpublick affairs. • '' I fhould hz 
« glad," fays he, in a- letter , which be ient^ 
me about the clofe of the year 1743, ^* to » 
^^hear what wife and good people among 
« yoii»think of the prefent circumftancesof 
** things. For my own part, though I thank 
^* God I fear nothing for myfelf, my appre- ^ 
** henfions for the publick are Very gloomy, 
«* confidering the deplorable prevalency or 
• ' ** almoft 
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*' almoft all kinds of wkkednei^ amongft us; 
<^ the natyral coufequenoe of th« contempt 
«af the gofpel I am daily offering my 
' ^^ prayers to God for this finful land of ours, 
^ over \rhich his judgments feem to be gath- 
<' erings andmyllrength Ufomeiimes fo exr 
*^ hauited with tbofe ftrong cries and tewrs 
« which I pour out before God on this oc- 
^ cafion, that I am hardly able to ft and wbeji 
'^ I arife from my knees." If we have, ma- 
\ ny remaining to (land in the breach widik 
equal fervency, I hope,, crying as our prov- 
ocations are, God wiU IliU be intreated for 
us^ and fave us» 

Moft of the other lettem I had the pleat 
ure of receiving from biro after our laft rep- 
aration^ ar« either filled, like thofe of for imf 
years,, with tender expreffions of affe£iio&aie 
folicitude for my domeftic comfort and pub* 
lick ufefulnefs^ or rdate xx> the writing I 
publiihed during this time, or to the idlaifa 
of ^is eldeft fon then under my care« But 
thefe are things, which are by name^^s <^ 
a: nature la be communicated here. Ii^ia 
enough to remark in the general^ tluit the 
Chriiiian.wa^ fttU mingled with aU th^ care 
of the friend and the parent* 

But I think it incumbent upon me to ob-* 
ferve, that during this time^ and fome pre- 
ceding ycars|hi3 attention, eycr wakeful, to 

fuch 
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fuch' concerns, was much engaged by fome 
religious appearances^' which happened a- 
bout this time, both in England and Scot- 
land ; Aurith regard to which fome may be 
curious to know his fentiments. He com- ; 
municated them to me with the moll unr'e- 
ferved freedom ; and I canno.t apprehend 
myfelf under any engagements to conceal 
them, as I am perfuaded that it will be no 
prejudice to, his memory, that they fhould be 
publickly known. 

It was from Colonel Gardiner's pen that 
I received the firft notice of that ever mem- 
orable fcene which has opened at Kylfyth, 
under the miniftry of the Rev. Mr; Mac^ 
Culloch, in the month of February, 1741-2. 
He communicated to me the copy of two 
letters from that eminently favoured fervant 
of God, giving an account of that extraor- 
dinary fuccefs which had within a few days 
accompanied his preaching ; when, as I re- 
member, in a little more than a fortnight, a / 
hundred ^nd thirty fouls, who had before 
continued in long infenfibility under the < 
faithful preaching of the gofpel, were awak- , 
cned on a fudden to attend it, as if it had 
been a new revelation brought down from 
.heaven, and attefted by as altonifhing mira- 
cleis as ever were wrought by Peter or Paul ; 
though they heard it only from a perfon, 
Pa under - 
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under whofe mintftiy they have fat for 
feveral years.^ iStruck vfith a power and 
majeftiy in the word c^f God, which they had 
never felt before, they crowded his houfe 
night and day? making their applications ta 
him for fpiritual direction and afliftafice, 
with an earneftnefs and folicitude, which 
floods of tears and cries, that fwallowed up 
their own words and his, could not (ufiici- 
ently exprefs* The Colonel mentioned 
this at firft to me, " as matter of eternal 
praife, which he knew would rejoice my 
very foul :" And when he faw it fpread in 
the neighbouring parts, and obferved the 
glorious reformation which it produced in 
' tl)e lives of great multitudes, and the abid- 
ing fruits of it for fucceeding months and 
years, it increafed and confirmed his joy. 
But the faQs relating to this maftter have 
been laid before the world in fo authentic a 
manner, and ih^ agency ^of divine grace in 
them has beien fo rationally vindicated, and 
fo pathetically reprefented, in what the rev- 
erend and judicious Mr, Webfter has writ*- 
, ten upon that fubj eft; that it i^ altogether 
fuperfluous for me; to add any thing farther 
than my hearty prayers that the work may 
be as extenfive as it was apparently glorious 
and divine. ' 

It 
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It was with great pleafare that be' receiv- 
ed any intelligence of a like kind from Eng^ 
land; whether the clergy of the eftabKfhed 
church, or diffenting minifters^ whether out; 
own countrymen or foreigmersywere the in*^ 
fiirumems oif it. And whatever weaknefies 
or errors might mingle tbemfelves with val* 
liable qualities in fuch as were afttveinfuch 
a work, he appeared to love and honour 
them, in proportion to the degree he faw ^ 
reafon to believe their hearts were devoted 
to the fervice of €hrift, and their attempts 
owned and fucceeded by him. I remember 
that mentioaing one of thefe gentlemen, 
who had been remarkably fuccefsful in hh 
miniftry, and feemed;to h^ve met with fome 
unkind ufage^he fays^ ^^ I had rather be 
*< that defpycdrptrftcuited man^ to be an in- 
^ ftrument in the hand of the Tpirit, in con- 
<< verting fa many fouls, and building up 
^ fo many in their holy faith? than I would 
*« be Emperor of the wholef world." Yet 
this fteady and judicious Ghriftian,((br fuch 
he mod aflaredly vra^} at the fame time that 
he efteemed a man for his good intention 
and his worthy qualities, did pot fuffer him- 
felf to be hurried away into all the fingular- 
ity of his fentiments, or to admire his im- 
prudencesor exceifes. On the contrary,he 
faw and lamented that artifice which the 

great 
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great father of fraud has fo long and ,fo fuc- 
cefsfuUy been praftifing ; who^ like the en- 
emies of Ifrael, when he cannot entirely 
prevent the building of God's temple, does 
as it were offer his affiftance to carr/ on the 
work, tHftt he may thereby get themoft ef^ 
fe^ual opportunities of obftruding it. The 
Colonel often exprefled his aftoniihment at 
the. wide extremes into which fome, whom 
on the. whold he thought very good men, : 
were permitted to run in many doQrinai 
and fpecujative points; and difccuned how 
evidently it appeared from hcnce,^ that we 
cannot argue the truth of any doftrine from 
the fucceis of the preacher ; finee this would 
be a kind of demonftration, (if I may be al- 
lowed the expreflion} which might equally 
jHTOve both parts of a contradiftion. Yet 
when he obfervcd, that an high regard to the 
atonement and righteoufnels of Chrift, and 
to the free grace of God in him^ exerted, by 
the operation of the divine fpirit, was gen- 
erally common to all who had been peculi- 
arly fuccefsful in the converfion and refor^ 
mation of men^(how widely foever their 
judgments might differ in other pointSj-and 
how warmly foever they might oppofe each 
^ther in confequence of ths^t diverfity ;) it 
tended greatly to confirm his faith in thefe 
principles, as Vrell as to open hj^ heart ui 
,. love 
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lave to all of every denominatioii, who 
maimaincd an affe^onate regard to them^ 
And though what he remarked as to'the 
condud and iuceefs of minifter^ of the mo& 
oppofite ftraim of preachingycoiifirnied hifl» 
in thefe fentiinents; yet he^ways #fteemeii 
and loved vi;rtaou;s and benevolent men^ 
even where be thought them moft miftaken 
in the notions they formed of reUgpiiy or in 
tbe methods by which they attempted tor 
fefvftit. 

While I thus reprefen t what alt wha knew 
hun muft foon have obfervedof Colonel 
GardinerV afie^onate regard to thefe^-^ 
culiar do&rines of oor holy religion^tt is 
Beceflkry that I Ihould alfo inform aay t ead» 
cr, that it was not bis judgment, that the st« 
lention of minifters or their hearers fliould 
be wholly ingrc^ed by thefe, excellent ast 
they are ; but that all the parts of the fchesie 
of truth and duty ihould be regarded in their 
<hxe conne&ion and proportion. Far from 
that diftempered tafte, which can, bear notlv * 
ing but cordials, it was his delibera^ j^dg'^ 
mem that the law ihould be {»xachdd as well 
as the gofpelyand hardly any thing gave 
hbis greater offence, than the irreverent 
manner in which fome who have been ig« 
noramly extolled as the moft zealous evan<< 
gelical pre^her% hare fometimes beea 

tempted 
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tempted to fpeak of the former; much iir- 
dced to the fcandal of all confiftent and ju- 
dicious Chriftians, He delighted to be in- 
firu&ed in his duty, and to hear much of 
the inward exercifes of the fjjirkual and di- 
vine life.. And he always wiflied, fo far as 
I could obferve, to have thefe topics treated 
in a rational as well ^s a fpiritual manner, 
with folidity and order of thought, with per- 
fpicuity and weight of expreffion ; as wcth 
knowing! that religion is a nfioft reafonaWe 
fervice ; that God has not chofen idiots or 
lunatics- as the inftruments, or nonfenfe as 
the means of building up his church ; and' 
that though the charge oFenthufiafm isoftcD 
fixed on chriftianity and us.minifters, in a 
wild, undeferved, and indeed (on the whole) 
enthufiaftical manner, by fome of the l6ud- 
eft or moft folemn pretenders to reafon ; 
yet tKere is really fuch a thing as enthufiafm, 
againft which it becomes the trae friends of 
the revelation to be diligently on their guard, 
left chriflianity, inftead of beihg exalted, 
ihould be greatly corrupted and debafed, 
and all manner of abfurdity, both in doc-/ 
trine and prafiice, introduced by methods;,, 
which, like perfecution, throw truth and 
falfehood on a level, and render the grofieft 
errors at once more plaufible and incurable. 
lie had too much candour and equity to fix 

general 
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general charges of this nature; but he was 
really, and I think not vainly, apprehenfive 
that the emiffarics and agents of the moft 
corrupt church that ever diflionoured the 
Chriftian name, (by which it will eafily be 
underftood, I mean that of Rome) might 
very poffibly infinuate themfelves into foci- 
eties, to which they could not otherwife 
have excefs, and make their advantage of 
that total refignation of the underftanding, 
and contempt of reafon and learning, which 
nothing biit ignorance, delirium, or Icnay- 
ery,' can dilate, to lead men blindfold 
whither it pleafed, till it fet them down at 
the foot of an altar, whcire tranfubftantiation 
itfelf is confecrated. I know not where I 
caa more properly inttxjduce another part 
of the Coloners charafter, .which, obvious 
as it was, I have not yet touched upon; I 
mean his tendernefs to thofe who were un- 
der any fpiritual diftrefs ; wherein he was 
indeed an example to minifter5,1n a duty 
more peculiarly theirs. I have feen many 
amiable inftaiices of this myfelf; and I have 
been informed of many others : One of 
which happened about the time of that a- 
wakening in the weftern pares of Scotland, 
which I touched upon above ; when the 
Rev. Mr. Mac Laurin, of Glafgow, found 
occafioa to witnefs to the great propriety, 
* . judgment, 
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judgment)' and felicity of manner, ^hk 
which he addreffed fpiorilual confolation to 
an affla£led foul, who applied to the profefiT- 
or^ at a time when he teid not an oppoptu- 
iiity immediately to give audience to the 
cafe. And indeed as long ago as the year 
1 7269 1 lind him writing to a friend in a 
ftrain of tendernefs in this regard, which 
might Hfell have becoi^e the moft affe6i{on- 
ate and experienced paftor. He there con^ 
gratulates him on fome religious enjoyments 
lately received, (in par< it feems by his 
means) when among oditrs he hasthi^mod^ 
eft expreffion; " If I have been made any 
*( way the means of doing you good, give 
^ the whole glory to God ; for he has been 
« willing to Ihew, that the power^\f9A entire^ 
** ly ofhiwfelf^ fince be has been pleafixl 'to 
•* make ule of fo very weak an inltrument." 
In the fame letter he admonifiies his friend, 
that he ihould not be too much furprifed,if 
after having been, as he expreiies it, upon tht 
mourUj he (hould be brought into the valley 
again ; and reminds him that <^ we live by 
" faith, and not by fenfible affurance;** repr 
refenting, that there are fome fuch full com- 
munications from God as feem aimoft to 
fwallow up the aftii^sof faith, from whence 
they take their rife : " Whereas, when a 
«' Cbriftian who walks in darknefsf and fees 
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*' jw iighi, vfiW yet hang (as it were) on the 
*« report of an abfent Jefus, and,*' as one ex- 
prcffes it in allufion to the dory olF Jacob and 
Jofeph '^ can put himfelf, as on the chariot 
«< of the promifes^ to be borne on to him, 
«« whom now he fees not ; there may be fub- 
*^ limer and more acceptable agings of a pure , 
<< and llrong faith, than in moments which 
^c afford the foul a much more rapturous 
"delight." Thisisthefabftanceofwhathe 
fays in the excellent letter. Some of the 
phrafes made ufe of, might not perhaps be 
intelligible to feveral of my readers, for 
which reafon I do not exaclly tranfcribe 
them all : But this is plainly and fully his 
meaning, and moft of the words are his 
' own. The fentiment is furely very j uft and 
important ; and happy wduldit be for many 
excellent perfons, who through wrong no- 
tions of the nature of faith (which was never 
more mifreprefented than now^ among fome) 
are perplexing themfelves with moft ground- 
lefs doubts and fcruples, if it were more 
generally underilood, admitted and confid- 
ered. 

An endeared friend, who was moft inti- 
mately converfant with the Colonel during 
the two Jaft years of his life, has favoured 
me with an account of fome little circum- 
ftances relating to him! which I efteem as 
Q precious 
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precious fragments, by which the confiftem 
tenor of his charafter may be farther illuf- 
trated. I {hall therefore infert them here, 
without being very folieitous as to theorder 
in which they are introduced. 

He perceived himfelf evidently in a very 
declining ftate from his firft arrivaljn Brit- 
ain-, and Teemed to entertain a fixed appre- 
herifion, that he ftiould continue hut a little 
while longer in life. •* tie expefted death, ' 
fays my good correfpondent, ** and was de- | 
lighted with the profpeQ," which did not ' 
groWlefs amiable by a nearer approach. The i 
word of Godi ^^b which he had as intimate j 
an acquaintance as moft men I ever knew, 
and on which (efpecially on the New Tef- 
tament) I have heard him make many very 
judicious and accurate remarks, was ftill his 
daily ttudy ; and it furnilhed him with mat- 
ter of frequent converfation, much to the 
edification and comfort of thofe that were 
about him* It was recblle&ed, that among 
other paffages he had lately fpoken of the 
following, as having made a deep impreflion 
on. his mind : My fouU 'Udit thou only upon 
God! He would repeat it agaip and again, 
OrJy, Only^ Only ! So plainly did he fee, 
and fodvcply didhe Lei, the vanity of crea- 
ture confidences and expc6lations. With 
the Ilrphgcft atteftation would he Sften 

mention 
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mention thofe words in Ifaiah, as verified by 
-^ long experience;: Thou wiltk(ep hminper^ 
JcH peace^ whoft mind is Jlayed on thee, be^ 
cauje he trvjicth in thee. And with peculiar^ 
fatisfaftion, would he utter ihofe heroic 
words in Habakkuk.which he found armbu^ 
ofi proof againft every fear and evry con- 
tingency : ThougfL t he Jig treejhall not blof\ 
Jom^ ruither Jhall fruit be in the vines ; the 
. labour of the olive Jhall foih ^^^ ^^^ fielii 
Jhall yield no meat ; the flocks Jhall be cut off 
from the fold^ and^ there Jhall be no herd tn 
the flails r Yet I mil rejoice in the JLord^ I 
will joy in the God of my falvatiom The 
cxlvth Pfelm was alfo fpqken of by him with 
great delight, and Dr. Watts's verfion X)f it ; 
as w^ll as leveral others of that excellent per- 
f©n's poetical compofures. My friend who 
tranfmits to n^e this account, adds the fol- 
lowing words, which I defire to ipfert.with 
the deepeft fentiments of unfeigned huniil- 
ity and felf abafemej^t before God, as raoft 
unworthy the honour of contributing in the 
leaft degree to the joys and graces of one 
fo much my fup^rior in every part of the 
Chriftian charafter. "As the joy with 
** which good men fee the happy fruits of 
** their labours, makes a part of the prefent 
" reward of the fervantsof God /and the^ 
^* ^lerids of Jefus, it muft not be omitted, 

" even 
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« even in a letter to you, that your fpiritual 
^ hymns vere among his moft delightful 
« and foul improving repafts ; particularly 
•* thofe, on beholding tranjgrejfors with griefs 
•« and Chrift s mtjfagt:' What is added 
cbncerning my book of the Rift and Pro^- 
refs of Religion^ ^hd the terms in which he 
exprefl'edhis eftcem of it, I cannot fuffer to 
pafs my pen ; only defire moft fincerely to 
blefs God^that efpecially by the laft chapters 
of that treatife, I had an opportunity at fo 
great a diftance of exhibiting fome offices of 
Chriftian friendftiip to this excellent perfon, 
in the clofing fcenes of life ; which it ^ould 
have been my greateft joy to have perform- 
ed in perfon, had providence permitted me 
then to have been near him. 

The former of thofe hymns my corref- 
pondent mentions, as having been fo agree- 
able to Colonel Gardiner, I have given the 
reader above, (feepage 136) the latter, which 
is called Chrift's mtjfagt^ took its rife from 
Luke iv. 18, &J^^. and is as follows: 

■ I . .'. • 

HARX ! the glad found ! the Saviour comev 
* The Saviour promU'd long 1 
Let every heart prepare a throne. 
And ev'ry voice a fobg. . 

Oa 
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On him the fpirit largely pour'd 

Exerts hs facred fire ; 
Wifdbni, and might, and zeal, and Jove, 

His holy brcaftinfpirc. ^ 

III 

He comes, the pri (oners to releafe 

In Satan's bondage held : 
. The gates of brafs before him burft, 
The iron fetters yield. 

IV 

H^come8,•from thickeft films of vice 

To clear the mental ray. 
And on the eyeballs of the blind 

To-pour ccieftialday.* • 

' ^' ' . ^ . 

He Comes, the broken heart to bind. 

The bleeding foul" to cure ; 
Ai)d With the tfeafures of his grace 

Pinrich the^ humble poor. 

• VI' 

Hhiilvcr trampets^ publiih loud 
Thejub»kfeofthe Lord; 
j Oiif debts are all remitted now » 
Our heritage reflor'd. 

. VII ^ 

Oiit glad hofannaht, Prince of Peace, 

Thy welcome (hall proclaim ; 
And licav'n's eternal arches ring 

With thy JkloTcd name» 

There 

* X^i^fi^^ w mefily herromdfrm Mr. Po p i . - 



^ 
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There is one hymn more I (hall beg leave 
to add, plain as it is, which Coloiiel Gard- 
iner has been heard to mention with partic- 
ular regard, as exprefling the inmoft fenti- 
ments of his foul ; and they were undoubt* 
edly fp, in the laft rational moments^ of his 
expiring life. It is called, Chriji precious to 
'the believer ; and was coinpofed to be fung 
after a fermon on i. Pet. ii. 7. 



JESUS ! I love thy charming name, 

'Tis mufic to my car : 
Fain would I, found it out fo loud. 

That earth and beav'n IhouI'd hear. , 

II 

Yes, thou art precious to ajv foul. 

My tranfport and»y trull ; 
Jewels to thee arc gaudy toys, 

And gold is fordid duft. 

Ill 

All my capacious paw'rs can wifii, 

In thee moftrichfy meet: ' 
Nor to my eyes is life fo dear, 

Nor fnendihip half fo fweet. 

IV 

Tbv grace dill dwells upon my heart. 
And flieds its fragrance there ; 

The nobleft balm of all its wounds, 
The cordial of its care. 
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V 

ni fpeak the honours of thy name 

With my laft laboring breath ; ,; 
ThenTpeechleiscl'afp thee in my arms, 

The antidote of deathv 

Thofc whawere intimate with Colonet 
Gardiner, muft haveobferved how ready he 
was to give a devotional turn to any fubjeS^; 
that occurred. And in particular the fpir- 
itualand heavenly difpofition of his (out 
difcovered itfelf in the refledrionsand im- 
provements which he made, when reading' 
hiftory ; in which he took a good deal of 
pleafure^as perfons remarkable for their 
knowledge of mankind, and obfervation of 

SrdVidence generally do. I have an in- 
ance of this before me, which though too* 
naturd to be at all furprifing, will I dare 
fay be pleafing to the devout mind. He 
had juft been reading in Rollings extraft 
from Xenophon, the anfwer which the lady 
of Tigranes made, when all the company 
were extolling Cyrus, and expreffing the 
admiration with which his appearance and 
behaviour ftruck them : The queftion being 
afked her, what fhe thought of him ? ftie 
anfwered, I don't know, I did not obfervc 
him. On what then, faid one of the com- 
pany, did you fix your attention ? On Am, 
replied ihe, (referring to the generous fpeech 

which 
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which herhufl)and had juft made) whojaid 
he wouWgive a tkoufmi livef t& ran/dm wy 
liberty. *« Oh, " cried the Colonel when 
reading it, « how ought we to fix our eyes 
«« and hearts on Am, who not in offer but in 
" rea]ity,^^wr iiii own precious life to ran- 
^ fom. us .froiQ the moft dreadful flavery^ 
<^and from eternal deftruftion !' But this is 
only one inftance among a. thoufand. His. 
heart was fo habitually ^ fet >upon divine 
things, and he had fuch a permanent and . 
overflowing fenfe of the love of Chrift, that - 
he could not forbear conne£ling fuch reflec- 
tions, with a multitude of more diftant oc- 
caflons occurring in daily life, where lefs - 
advanced Chriftians would nothave thought 
of them : And thus, like our . great mafter* 
he made every little incide:nt a fource of dc-- 
vi>tion,.and gn inftrument of holy zeal-. 

Enfeebled as his conftitution was^ he was - 
ftill intent on improving, his time to fome ^ 
valuable purpofes : And when his friends - 
cxpoftulated with him, that he gave his body 
fo little reft, he ufed toanfwer,^« Itwillreft'* 
*« Jong^enough in the grave." 

The July before his death, he was per- 
fuaded to take a journey to Scarborough for ^ 
the recovery o£hi$ health ; from which he - 
was at leaft encouraged to expeQ fome little 
revival. After this hchadthoughtsofgoing ; 
' . / " ^ ta-v ' 
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to London, and defigned to have fpent part 
of September at Northamton; The ex- 
pe£lation of this was mutually agreeable' ; 
but providence faw fk ta difconcert the* 
fcheme. His love for his friends in thefe 
parts occafioned him to exprefe fome regret 
on his being commanded back r And I am: 
pretty confidem, from the manner in which 
he exprefied himfdf in one of his laft letters- 
to me, that be had fome more important 
reafons for wifhing an opportunity of mak- 
ing a London journey juft at that crifis ; 
which, the reader will remember, was before' 
the rebellion broke out. But as providence- 
detemined it o>:herwife,he acquiefced ; and' 
I am well fatisfie-i, that could behave ^iC^ 
tin£tly forefeen the approaching event, fo» 
far as it concerned his own perfon, he would- 
' have efteemedit the happieft fummons he 
ever received. While he was at Scarbor- 
ough, I hnd by a letter dated from thence j 
July 26, 1745, that he had been informed of 
the gaity whidi fo imfeafonaWy prevailed at 
Edioburgh, where great multitudes were 
then fpending their time in balls, afTeniblies, 
and other gay amufements^ little mindful of 
the rod of God which was then hanging 
over them : on which occafion he hath this^ 
cxpreffion t ^ I am greatly furprifed' Aat 
*« the people of Edinburgh Ihould be em- 
> , ployed 
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<< ployed in fucb 'foolifli diverfions, 'W'hen* 
«' pur (ituatipn is at prefent more melan* 
«< choly than ever I faw it in my life. But' 
^ there is bne thing which 1 am very, fare: 
«* of, thfit comforts nfe, viz. that it Ihall gp 
•' well with the righteouSf come what will." 

Quickly after his return home, the flame 
feurft put, and his regiment was ordered to 
Stirling, It was in the caftle there that his 
lady and eldeft daughter enjoyed the laft 
happy hours .of his company ; and I* think, 
it was about eight or ten days before his 
death, th^ he parted from -them* A re- 
iBafkable cincunaftance auendcd that \part* 
ingi uhich hath beeniou^hed upon by fur- 
vivipg friends in more than one of their let- 
tefs to me^ His lady was >fo affefted when, 
(he took feer laft leave of Jiin^, that fhe could 
not forbear burfting (xit into aflood of tears, 
with othistr marks of unufual emotion. And 
wl^e«^he aflced her the reaibn, ihe urged the. 
apprehenftpn fhehadoflofing fuch ah in- 
valuable friends amidft the dangers to which . 
kfe was then caUed :out,. as a . very fufficient 
apology. Upan» which^ffi^ took^ particular, 
notice, thiat whereas he had generally com- 
^ forted he'r on fuch occafions, by pleading, 
with her that remarkable hand of provi- 
dence, which had fo frequently* in former 
iiifiancesJbeen exerted for his prefervation 

r ^ and 
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^ and that in the greateft extremity, he faid 
nothing of it now ; but only replied, in his 
fententious manner, '^ We have an eternity 
*« to fpend together-*' 

That herpic contempt of death, which had 
often difcovereditfelf in the midft of former 
dangersjwas manifefted now in his difcourfe 
wiih feveralofhismofl intimate friends.! 
have referved for this place one genuine ex- 
preflion of it many years before, which I 
tho't might be mentioned wiilifome advan- 
tage here. In July, tf2S^ he had beenferit 
to fome place, not far from Hamilton, tb 
, quell a mutiny among fome of our troops. 
I know not the particular occafion; btit I 
remember to have heard him mention it as 
fo fierce a one, that he fcarce ever appre- 
hended himfelf in a more hazardous circums- 
tance. Yet he quelled it by his prefence 
. alone, and the expoftulations.he ufed ; e- 
vidently putting his life into his hand to "^do 
it. The particulars of the ftory {truck me 
much ; but I d3 not fo exaSlly remember 
them, as to venture to relate them here. I 
only obferve, that in a letter dated July i5, 
that year, which I have now before me, and 
which evide^ntLy refrs to this event, he 
writes thus; «*I have been very bufy, hur- 
" ried about from place to place . butbteff- 
« ed be God, all i? over without Woodftied, 
- «* And 
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^ And pray let me aflc, vhat made you (hew 
^^ fo much corjcern for me in your laft ? 
^ Were you afraid I ihould get to heaven 
" before you ? Or can any evil befall thofe 
^ vho are followers of that which is good ? ** 
Atid as thefe were his fentiments in the 
vigour of his days, fo neither did declining 
years, and the infirmities of a broken con- 
(litution on the one hand, nor any defires 
of enjoying the honours and profits of fo 
high a ftation, or what was much more to 
him,the converfe of the moft afFe&ionate of 
wives and fo many amiable children a[nd 
friends on the other, enervate his fpirits in 
the leaft : But as he had in former years of- 
ten exprefled itj to me andfeveral others as 
bis defire, « xhat if it were the will of God, ' 
^ he might have fome honourable call to 

" facrifice i 

* I doubt not bnt' this" will remind fome of my rcaden 
of that noble fpecch of Zuinglios, when, according to the 
ufa^e of that country, attenoing his flock to a battle, in 
which their religion and liberties were all at (lake, on his 1 
receiviDg a mortal wound by a bullet, of which he fooa 
expired, while his friends were in all the firft aftonifliment - 
of grief, he bravely faid as he was dying, *« Ecquid koc m- • 
JoTtuniif Is this to be reckoned a misfortuae ?»» How 
many of our dcifts would have celebrate^ fuch a fen- , 
fence if it had come from the lips of an ancient Roman ? 
Strange, that the name of Cbrill (hould be To odi9US, that 
the brighteft virtues of his followers (hould be defpifed for 
his fake I But fo it is ; and fo our mafter told us it would 

if r ^^^ ^^y '^"'^ '* '** *^" conncftion confirmed by 
thofe that (Irrvc moft to overthrow it. 
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*' facrifice his life iti defence of religion and 
" the liberties of his country ;" fo that When 
it appeared to him moft probable that he 
might be called to it immediately, he met the 
fummons with the greateft readinefs. This ^ 
appears iri part from a letter which h^ wiote 
to the Rev. Mr. Adams, of Falkirk, juft as 
he was on marching from Stirling, which 
was only eight days before his death • ^« The ^ 
« rebels," fays he, '" are advancing to crofs 
« the Finh ; but I tfuft in the Almighty 
*« God,wAa doth whatfocver he pleajes^ in the 
^' armies of heaven^ and among the inhabitants 
*' of the earth.'* And the fame gentleman 
tells me, that a few days after the date of 
this, he marched through Falkirk with his 
regiment ; and though he was then in fo 
languilhing a Hate^ that he needed his aflift- 
ance as a fecretary^ to write for Ibme rein- 
forcement, which might put it iri his powcif 
to make a ftand, as he was Very defirous to 
have (ilone, he expreflfed a trtoft genuine and 
;nobIe contempt of life, when to be expofed 
. in the defence of a worthy caurei 

Thefe fentimems wrought in him to the 
laft, in the mod effeftual niattner ; and he 
feemed for a while to have infufed them intd 
the regiment whidh he commanded : For 
they exprefTed fuch a fpirit in their match 
from Stirling, that I am aflured the Colonel 
R was 



1 
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was obliged to exert* ail his authority to pre« 
vent their making inqurfions on the rebef 
army, which then lay very near them ; and i 
had it been thought proper lo fend him the. 
reinforcement he requefted^ none .can fay | 
what the confequence might have beeih— j 
But he was ordered to march as fad as pof- 
fible, to meet Sir John v.Cppo's forcesat 
Dunbar ; whichr^he did ; . And that hafty 
retreat, in concurrence wiih the news which 
they foon aft^r received of the furrender of 
Edinburgh to the rebels, (either by the 
treachery or weaknefs of a few, in opppfitioo 
to (he judgment of by far the^f^ter and ^ 
better part of the inhabitants) ftruck a panic i 
into boi!h the regiments of dragoons, whicb : 
bec^ame vifible in fome very apparent and i 
remaikable circuraftances in their behav- 
iour, which I forbear to relate. This sif- 
fefcled Colonel Gardiner fo much, that on 
the Thurfday before the fatal aftion atTrcf- 
ton Pans, he initirnated to an officer of con- 
fiderable rank and note,(from whom I had ! 
it by a very fure channel of convey ance)that | 
he expeQed the event would be as in kSt 
it was. In this view, there is all imaginable 
reafon to believe he had formed his rcfolu* 
tion as to his own perfonal conduS", which 
.was, "that he would not, in cafe of the ' 
5* flight of thofe undfer his command, retreat 

«< with ' 
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^-Wih thefn r by which, as It feemedy hc/ 
was reafonably appreherfftve he might have 
ftained the honour of his former fervicesr 
and have given fomeoccafionfor the enemy 
le have fpoken reproachfully. He much 
rather chofej if providence gave him the 
ca4!, to leave in his death an example of fi- 
delity and bravery, which might very prob- 
ably: be (as ih faftit feems indeed to have 
been) of much greater importance, to his 
country, than any other fervice, which in 
the feyda^^s of remaining life he could ex- 
peS to render it.. I fconclude thefe to have 
been bis views, not only from what I knew 
of bis general character and temper, but 
' liKewJfe from fome intimations which he 

fave to a very worthv perfon from Edin- 
urgh, -who vifited him the day before the 
aftion ; to whom he faid,^" llcannot influ- 
*^^ncethe conduftof others^as I could wiQi, 
•*but 1 Have one fife toTacrifice to my coun- 
*Hry's fafety, and I fhall not fpare it ;'' or 
words to that effeft.. 

I have heard fuch a multitude of ineon- 
fiflent reports of the circumftances of Colo- 
nel Gardiners death, that I hadalmoftdef- 
paircd of being able to give my reader cuiy 
particular faiisfaHion concerning lb inter- 
cfting a fcene. But by a happy accident I 
have very lately had an oppprtanity of be- 
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ing exaftly informed of the whok, by that 
. brave man Mn-^^ John Fofter, his faithful 
fervant, (and worthy of the honour of ferv- 
ing fuch a ihafter,) whom I had feen with 
him at my houfe fome years before. He 
. attended him in his laft hqurs, axui gave me 
the narration at large ; which he would be 
ready, if it were requifite, to atteft upoa 
oath. Froqi ^is mouth I wrote it down 
with the utmoft exaSnefs, and could eafily 
believe from the genuine and affeClionate 
manner in which he related the particulars,, 
that according to his own ftriking expref* 
fion, " his eye and hig heart were always. 
** upon his honoured mafter during the 
** whole time." ♦ 

On Friday, September aOj (the day be- 
fore the battle which tranfmitted him to 
his immortal crown,} when the whole army 
was drawn up, I think about noon,tIie CqI^ 
one! rode through all the ranks of his owi¥ 
regiinent, addreffing thern at once in the 
moft refpedful and animating manner, boilL 
• ^a& 

* Jufl as I am putting the laft hand to tliefe memoirs^. 
March 2, 1746-7, I have met with a corporal in Colonel 
Lafcelles's regiment, who wasalfoan eye wit^ls to what 
fcappcflcd at Frefton Pans on, the day of the battle, and the 
•lay before : and the account he nas given me of fome 
memorable particulars, is fo exadly agreeable to that 
"^^hich I received from Mr. Foftcr, that it would muck 
corroborate his tcftimony, if there were not fa mjiny other 
^nfideratioBi to render it conviacing. ^ 



r 



LIFE OF Col. GARDINER. 197 

a»foldiers, and as Chriftians, to engage them 
to exert themfelves courageoufly* in the 
fervice of their country^ and to negleft 
nothing that mighthave a tendency to pre- 
pare them for whatever event might hap- 
pen* They feemed much affeaed with 
the addrefs^ and expreffed a very ardent de- 
fire of attacking the enemy immediately ; . 
A defire in which he and another very gal- 
lent officer of diftinguifhed rankj dignity, 
and chara6ler, both for bravery and con- 
duft, would' gUdly have gratified them if it 
had been, in the power of either; Ht ear- 
neftly preffed it on the commanding officer, 
both as the foldiers were then in better fpi- 
rits than, it could be fuppofed they would 
be after having paffedthe night under arms ; 
and alfo as the circumftance of making an 
attack would be fome encouragerpent iO 
them, an^ probably fome terror to- the e- 
nemy, who would have had the difadvan- 
tage of (landing on their defence ; A 
difadvantage, with which thofe wild bar- 
barians (for fuch- mod of them were) per- 
haps would have been more ft ruck than bet- 
ter difciplined troops ; efpecially, when they 
fought againft the laws of their country 
too. He alfo apprehended, that by march* 
ing to meet them^ fome advantslge might 
have beenXecured with regard to the ground; 
Ra. with. 
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with which? it is natUfal !to imaging, ke 
muft hare bHsen ^%k8dy SLcq^nttd^ as it 
lay juft at ^ ovrn door^a^ be h«d Tode 
over it ib-noaBy b^m^red times. Wcfaen . 
I mention ihefe tbing^s I do not^pretend to 
be capable of judging bbw far ihis advice 
was on the whole right* A variety of. cir- 
cuniitances, to 4ne unknown, might make 
it oiheiwife. It is certain how^ver,,thaft it 
was brave. But it wajs overruled, in .this 
rer(>e£t, as it alfo was in the di(poluioiLx>f 
the cannon, which he would have had plant- 
ed in the eenti-e of oiir^ fmajl army, mther 
than juft before his regiment, which was in 
the right wing ; where he^was appxdienfive 
the horfes, whici^ had not been in any en- 
gagement before, might be thiiown into fome 
dilbrder by the difcharge fo very near ihem« 
He urged this the more, as he tbou^t the 
atuck of the rebels migKt probably be made 
on the centre of the foot ; where he knew 
there were fome brave men, onwhofe ftand- 
ing he thought under God the fuceefs of the 
day depended.. When he found that he 
could not carry either 6f thefe points, nor 
fome others, which out of regard to the 
common fafety :he inftfted upon with fome 
un^fual eiarneftnefs he disopped ifprne iiati- 
matiojas of. the eonfcquences which' he ap* 
prehended; aad wbiich dki ia fad follow; 

and 
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• 

e^ fuUmitMng to providence^ fpei^ the vt- 
fio^indcT'of theday in maki^ as^gaod. a dif- 
>pofition:a^ grrciimftanctCs wouii;^ ?5illov.* 

He coatinued all night under arms^wrap- 
p^d upin.hi$ cloak, , and generally ihe)tercd / 
uiitder arick of. barley which happeaed to , 
be in Uie field. About threes in xht morii- 
ing, he called hi3 dom&ilic fervan^ to him, .' 
o£ which there were fouT in waiting. He 
difrpiffed three of .them, .with moft afteftion- 
atexmrillian adyice,and fuch folemacliarges -, 
relating to the performafice of their duty 
and the car^ of their fouls, as feemed plain- 
ly to intimate, that be, apprehended it at 
Icaft very probable, he was taking, his lad 
fai'ewell of tUera,. 'There is great reafon to . 
believe, that he fpent ihe-liftle remainder of 
the time, which could not be much above - 
an hour, in thole devout exrercifes of fou^, , 

which 

* Several of thefe circuraft?nccs have iiace been con- 
firmed by the concurrent teftunony^of another very credi- 
- bleperfon, M^ 'Robert Douglafs, (now a furgeon in the 
navy.) who ^^as >a volunteer at Ec^nbiirgh juft before the 
rebels entered the place ; who Taw Colonel Gardiner come . 
from Haddington to tjie field of battle the day before the 
aflion in^ a chaife, bejng (as from that circumftant^e he 
fuppofed) in fo weak ^ ftate that he could not well endure 
rfic fatigue of riding on horfeback. He obfcrved Colonel 
Qjirdiner in tlifcourfe with feveral officers, the evening 
before the cDgagemeat ; at which time it was afterwards 
reported, he;gave his ^d vic^ to attack the refbals ; ^ad whe n 
U was overruled, he afterwards faw th^ Goloncl walk by 
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which had fo long been habitual to him^and 
to which fo many circumftances did then 
concur to call him. The army was alarmed 
by break- o£da^, by the noife of the rebek 
approach^ and the attack was made before^ 
fun rife ; yet when It was light enough to> 
difccrn what paffed. As foon as the enemy 
came within guhfbot they made a furious* 
fir^; and it is laid that the dragoons which 
conftituted the left wing, immediately fled^ 
The Colonel, at the beginning of the onfet,. 
which in the whole lafted but a few minuteS). 
received a wound J^y a buljet in his left 
breaft, which madehim givea fudden fpring- 
on his faddie ; upon which his fervant wha 
had led the horfe would have pcrfuaded 
him to retreat : But he faid it was only a 
wound in the flefli ; and fought on^ though 
he prefently after receiveda fliot in his right 
thigh. In the mean time it was difcerncd, 
that fome of the enemies fell by him ; and 
particularly one man, who had made him. a 
treacherous vifit but ar few days before, with 
great profeffions of zeal for the prefent ef* 
tablifhment. 

Events of this kind pals in lefs time than 
the defcription of them can be written,^.or 
than it can be read.^. The Colonel was for 
a few moments fupported by his men, and 
particularly by that .worthy perfoaLieuton-- 

' ant. 
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ant Colonel Whitney^ who was fliot through 
tbe arm here, and a few months after fell 
nobly in the battle of Fialkirk ; and by Lieu- 
tenant Weft^ a man of diftinguiflied brav- 
ery ; as alfo by about fifteen dragoons, who 
ftood by him to the laft. But after a faint 

. fire, the regiment in general was feized with 
a panic; and though their C jlonel and fome 
other gallant officers did what they could to 
rally them once or twice, they at laft took a 
precipitate flight. And jurtrin the moment 

s when Colonel Gardiner feemed to b^ mak- 

. ing a paufe, to deliberate what duty requir- 
ed him ta da in fuch a circumftancc, an ac- 
cident happened, which muft, I think', in 
the judgment of every worthy and generous 

.man, be allaweda fuSicient apology for ex* 
pofing his life to fo great hazard, when his 
regiment had left him.* He faw a party of 

the 

* The Cblonel, who vas weH acquainted with miiitarf 
hidory, might podthly remember, that ia the battle at 
Blienhcim, the ilfuftrious Prince Eugene, when the horfe 
of the wing he coQcifflaaded had run away thrice, charged 
it the head of the foot, and thereby greatly contribated 
to the glorious fuccefs of the day. At leaft fuch an ex- 
. ample may conduce to vindi'cate that noble ardour, which, 
amidil all the applaufes of his country, fome have been fa 
tool and fo critical as to blame. For my own part, I 



thank God that I am not called to apologize for his follow* 
Hig his troops in their flight; which 1 fear would have beea 
a, much harder talk : and which, dear as he was to me|. 
would have grievdd me much. more than his death, with;> 
ihfife heroic ctrcumilances attending, it. 
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ik& fdotf^ho were then bravely iiglmfig > 
near him); and whom he^wasi ordered .t(5 . 
fopport^had no dlficer to head them ; upon . 
which he laid ea^Hy, iiMhe. hearing of the 
p^rfon froai whom. J^^; had this ^ftccoum, .. 
*' Thofe bra^e fellows would he cut lo pieces . 
^for want of a coiQisander ;* or -words to •. 
that cflFeft ; Which while h&wasfpeaki&g^: 
he rode up to thetn^ ami plied out; aloud, 
. ** Fire on- my lads, and fear nothingC". But 
juA as the words were out of his moutfa^ an « 
HighUndcT advanced^ towaxd^ him, with a «. 
f^ythe faAenjedlQ along pple^ with^hich 
he-gave him fisKrh a deep wound on hisright o 
arm^ Uaatjiis fword dnoppcdtn^ of his hand ; . 
and at th^ ikme iime feverai others comifig 
about hifn5 while he was thus' dreadfully 
«itangkd with that, cruel weapon,Jhe was * 
dragged :off;frqm his horie-r The moment 
he^ fell, another . Highlander,, who^ if the 
King's evidence ;atCarlifl<5,may be credited • ' 
{srs I know npt why they Ik^uid notjthough 
the unhappy crQature^died denying it) was - 
one Macnaught, who was executed about . 
avyear afxer,.gav^ him a ftroke, either with^a • 
broad .fword^ior a Lochabar axe, (for nty 
inforqnani could jr>ot fixafUy diftinguifc) op t . 
the hinder part of his head, which was the 
tqortal blow* All that his fajithful attendant 
f^w fanher atthistioihe was, that as his hat . 

was 
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^vrai fallen offi he togk it in his left hand, 'y 
and waved it as afignabt^ bim loi retreat; 

I aad add^dy what were the laft wordi he ever 

^heard him fpeak, ^*Take care <>f yoiirfeify* 

; Uppn 'which the fervant retired. 

It was reported at Ediiiburgh on the day 

• of the battle, by what (eeirted si c<itffidcrabre 
authority, -that' as the * Colonel lay in his 
wounds, he faid to a ehi^f of the oppoiite 

•fide, ^ You are -fighting "^r an earthly 

j : «< crown^I am going to receive an heavenly 
*« one j" or fomething m that , purpofe. 
When I preached the fermon, long finee 
ptimed, on occafion of hisdeath, I had^gre%tt 
Tcafon to believe, that ihi« report was true i 

, though before the pubhcation df it I'began 
tahe in doubt : And on the whole, arter 
the nnoft accuf^te inquiry I could poffibly 
make at this diftance, I cannot get any con- 
vincing evidence of it; Yet 1 mull here 
obferyc that it does not appear impoffibte, 
that fomething of this kind might indeed be 
uttered by him; as his fervant leftifies^ that 
he Tpoke to hisi after receiving that fatal 
blowj which would feem moft likely to have 
tatken away the power of fpeech ; and as it 
is certain he lived feveral hours after he fell. 
If therefore any thing of this kind did hap- "^ 
pen, it mud have been juft about this in- 
ftaiK^ But as. to the ftory of his being taken, 

prifoncr 

. i 
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prifoner and carried to the pretended Prince 

(who by the way afterwards rode his horfe, 

and entered upon it into Derby) with feveral 

other circumftam:es which were grafted up^ 

on that interview^ there is the moft un* 

doubtod evidence of its falfehood : For his 

attendant mentioned above aifures me, that 

he himfelfimmediately fled to amill at the 

diftance of about two miles from the fpot of 

ground on which the Colonel fell ; where he 

changed his drefs, and, difguifed like a miU 

ler s fervant, returned with a cart as foon as 

poflible 5 yhich yet was not till near two 

hours after the engagement. The hurry of 

the aftion was then pretty well over, and he 

found his much honoured mafter, not only 

pjundered of hiisL watch and other things of 

value, but alfo ftripped of his upper gar* 

ments and boots 5 yet flill breathing : And 

adds^ that though he were not capable ..of 

fpeech, yet on takinjj him up he opened hi« 

eyes ; which makes it fomething queftioTia- 

ble, whether he were altogether in/enfible. 

In this condition, and in this manner, he 

conveyed him to the church of Tranenti 

from whence he was immediately taken into 

the minifler's houfe, and laid m bed, where 

he continued, breathing and frequently 

groaning, till aboy t eleven in the forenoon ; 

yihcn h^ took his final leave of pain and 

forro^, 
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forroW) and undoubtedly rofe to tbofe di(t 
I tiDguiihcd glpries which, are referved for 
thofe who have bee:n Jo eminently and r^^* 
m9LTkaLb\y fauh/vi tmto death. 

Frooi the moment in which he fell^ it waf 
no longer a battle^ but a rout and carnage* 
The cruelties which the rebels (as it is gen- 
'Crally faid^ under the coinmand of Lord 
Jllcho) infliaed on fome of th)e King's troops 
after they had alked quarter^ fire dreadfully 
legible in the cpunteiiances of many whp 
iiirvivedit. They entered Colonel G^r- 
. doner's houfe, before he was carried off from 
I the field ; ^nd, notwithftanding the Arid 
; orders which the unhappy Duke of Pert^ 
I (whole condud is (aid to have been very 
liumane iii many inftances) gave to the con- 
' li-ary, every thing of value was plundered, 
to the very curtains of the bed and hangings 
I of the rooms* His papers were all thrown 
I into tht wildefl: diforder9and his houfe made 
! ,^n hofpital, for the reception of thofe who 
yete wounded in the aQion* 
. Such was the clpfe of a life, which had 
been fo zealouily devoted to God^and filled 
^ip with To many honorable fervices. This 
was thd death of him, who had been fo high- 
ly favoured by Godwin the method by which 
he was brought back to him after fo long and 
fo great an eftrangement,and in the progrefji 
S of 
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Hs friends in lamenting the fall of fo brave. 
and fo worthy a man. 

. The remoteft pofterily will remember, foE- 
whom the honour . of fubduing this unnatu«t 
ral and pernicious rebellion w^ referved ;. 
and it will endear the perfon of the illuftri^ 
ous Duke of. Cumberland, tp all but the. 
open or fecret^abettors ot it in^ the prefent 
age, and confecrate his name to -immortal 
honours among all the friends of religion 
and liberty who Ihall arife after us. And 
I dare fay it will not be imagined that I at 
all derogate from his glory,in fuggefting,that 
the. memoisy af that valliant and excellent 
perfon, whofe. memoirs. I. am now conclude. 
ing, may infome meafure have contributed 
to that fignal and complete viftory, with, 
which God was pleafed to crpwn the arms 
of his Royal highnefs : For the force of 
fuch an example is very animating, and a 
psiinful confcioufnefs. of having deferted 
TTttch a commander in 'fuch extremity, muft 
at leaft awaken, where there was any fpark 
of generofity, an earneft defire to avenge his 
death on thofe who h^d facrificed his bloody 
and that of fo many other excellent perfons^ 
to th^ views of their ambition, rapine or 
bigotry. 

The refleftions I have made in my funeral 
f^tmon on my honored friend, and in the 

dedication 
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dbdkacion of it to bis worthy afid moft af- 
flifted lady, fuperfede tnany things which 
might otherwife have property h^eh added 
here. I conclude ^therefore with humbly 
acknowledgkig the wi(dom ^nd good&efs of 
that avrful providence, whieh drew ft) thick 
a gloom around him in the laft hours of hid 
Jife, that the luflre of his virtues might dart 
through it with attiore vivid and obfervabie 
ray. It is abundant matter of thankfulnefii 
tfa^t fo iignal a monument of grace, ahd of- 
nament of the Chriftian profeffion, was, rait 
cd in our dtgt and country^and fpared for fo 
many honorable and tifeful years. Nor can 
^llihe tendernefs of the ttio^ aflfcaionate 
liriendftrp, while its forroWs Meed afrefli 
in the view of fd tragical a fcene^ prc^venl 
my adoring the gracious appointment of the 
gresrt Lord of all events, that ivhen the day 
in which he muft have expired without aa 
enemy, appeared fo very near, the laft ebb 
6f his gracious blood fliould be poui^d out, 
as a kind of facred libation^ te the lil^rtiei 
of his country, and the honour of his God I 
ihat all the other virtues of his charaSer^ 
embalmed as it were by that precious ftream, 
irtight difFufe arouftd a more exterriiye fra* 

Srancy^ and be tranfmitted to the mq^ re^ 
lote pofterity, with* that peculiar charm 
which they cannot but derive from their 

conne£UoQ 



1 



LIFE OF Col. QARDINER. 209 

«onne£lion with fo gallant a fall ; An eVent 
(as that blelTed apoftle, of whoTe fpirit he 
lb deeply drank, lias exprefled it) according 
to his carnefi fxpcHation^ and his hope^ that 
in him Chrijl might be glorified in alfthingSy 
whether hy his life^ or by hi^ death. 
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Relating to the CoiOKi t's Ptrfiki. 

IN themidft offo many more important artieles,! 
had really forgot to fay any thing of the petiba 
of Colonel Gardiner, of which, aevertheleis it 
may be proper here to add a word or two. It was, 
as 1 am informed, in younger life, remarkably grace- 
ful and amiable : And I can eafily believe it, from 
what I knew him to be, when our acquaintance 
began ; though he was then turned of fifty, and had. 
gone through fo many fatigues as well as dangers, 
which could not but leave fome traces on his coun« 
tenance. He was tall, (I fuppofe fomething more 
than ux feet) well propoftioned, and ftr»ngly built ^ 
his eyes of a^ark grey, and not very large; his 
forehead pretty high ; bis nofe of a length and 
height no way remarkable, biit very well fuited to 
his other features ; his cheeks not very prominent, 
his mouth moderately large^ and his chin ' rather a 
little inclining (when I knew him) ,to be peaked. 
He had a ftrong voice, and lively accent ; witb an 
air very intreped, yet attempered with much gentle- 
nefs : and there was fomething in his.manner of 
addrefs moil perfc^y eafy and obliging, which was 
in a great mealfure the refult of the great candour 
and benevolence of his natural teipper ; and whieh^ 
no doubt, was much improved by the deep humility 
which divine grape bad wrought into his heart ; as 
well as his having been-a^uftomed from his early 
youth, to the company of pecfons of diftinguifhed 
rank and poUte behaviour .^ * 

' yERSES. 
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0Hthe Btath 0/ Cchnd G ard4N'|;a» 
6jr the Rey. BinjamnyS<ywJ^0 

COULD piety perpetuate huinaa bceatht . 
dr fhield one mortal iprom the (hafts of ata«fe» . 
Thou ne'er, illuftrious man !. thou ne*er hadft been 
■A. palid corpfe on Prefton*s fatal plain. * 

Or could her hand, tho'-impotentto far-e 
Confunimate worth, redeem it from the gravc^. 
Soon would thy urn refign its facred truft. 
And recent life reanimate thy duft. 

But vain the wifli*— The favage hand of war—- 
• Oh how fhall words the tSourrful tale declare f 
f Toofoon the n6wsafflifled friendfhiphearsK- 
Too foon, alas ! Confirm'dher bodihgfears. . 

Struck with the found, uncoafcious of redrefs^. 
She felt thy wounds, and wept fevere diftrefi.. 
A whik dWalv*d in trucelefs grief fte lay, 
Which left thee to relentlels rage a ijrey. 

At length kind fame fufpends out hisaving figbs,. 
And wipes the forrows fromour flowing eyes ; , 
Gives us to know, thine exit welt fuppIyM ' 
Thofe bloonhng laurels vi^lory denyM. 
When thy great foul fupprefs'd each timid moan. 
And foarM triumphant in a dying groani [plaint*.. 
Thy fall>^hkh rais'd, now^csdms each wild com» 
1^7 falli T^cb joiaUtbe hjsro to the uimt. 
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As o'er th' expiring lamp the qaiv'riag flam* - 
Colleds its luftre in a brighter gleam. 
Thy virtues, glimmering on the vetge of nighty , 
Through the dim fliade diffused celeHial light f . 
A radiance, death'or time can ne^er d^^oy, 
Th' aufpicious.^omen of eternal joy. 

Hcince ev^ry unavailiag grief ! No more 
As hapkfs thy removal we deplore. 
' Thy gulhing veins, in ev'ry drop they bleed. 
Of patriot warriors-fhed the fruitful feed. 
Soon (ball the ripcn'd hirveft rife in arn^ 
To cruQi rebdlibn's infolctit alarms* 
While profp'rous moments fo6th*d thro* life his waft ^» 
ConcealM from public view the hero lay* : , 
But when affliftioa clouded his decline. 
It not eclips'd, but maide' his hpjnors (hiije. ; 
Gave theqi to b^am conipicuous from tl^e glooniir , 
And plant unfading trophies round his tomb. . 

So liar? a^e loA, .amid the blaze of day : 
But when the fun withdraws bis golden ray, , 
Refulgent thro' th* ethcrial arch they roll, 
Aiid gild the iride ezpanfe.fxx>m pok topgle^. 
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TO TBTR 

•Right Honourable the 

- XADY FRANCES GARDINER. 
Madam? 

jL he iMimatt knowledge I had of Col. 
Gar diner' s^private as wtllas'publick charaBer^ 
and of that endeared friendjhip which fa long 

fuhjijted bttwein him and your ladyjhip^ makes 
me morejenjihle than mojl others can be, both of 

• the'i^expreffible lojsycu haveftflained^andof 
the escijuijtte fcnfe you have oj it. I mighty in 

fome degree^ argue what youf tit from the 'agony 
with which rtisi own heart was torn by that ever 
to be lameriteajlroke^whichdeprivedthe nation^ 
aridlhe churchy of fo great an ornament and bliff- 
ing : And indeed/ Madam^ Iwasfofenfible of 

yoUr'calarAity^ as to be ready in my firfl thoughts 
to congratulate y<f^^ when I heard tf^e report 
which at firji prtvailed-^ that you died under the 

JhocL Yet cooler refeBidn teaches me^ on ma- 
ny accounts^ to rejoice that your ladyfhip hasfiir*^ 
vived that dear eji part ofyourfelf; though after 
having beenfo lovely andpleafani in yourlivci 
it would have been matter of perfonal rejoicings 
in death not to have been divided The numer^ 
ous and promifng offsjpring with which God 
hath blejfed your marriage^ had evidently the 

highejl 
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htghejl intereji inthecontifaied life of Jo pious 
and afft&imate a mother ; And I hopej and of 
Juredfy bclieveifhere vfas a more impartani^and 
ioyou amuch dearer intereji concerned^ as God 
may he^ and is^Jignally honoured^ by the manner 
in which you bear this hedvieft md moji terri- 
hlejlroke of his pdterndrod. 

God had betnpleafed^ Madam^ to make you 
hoth eminentjor a variety of graces ; and he has 
proporiiondbly dijiinguifhed you hoth^ in the op- 
portuni^ he has given you of exercijing thafe^ 
which Juit the mofi painfuljcenes^ that can at* 
tend a pious and an honorable life. But when I 
ccnfiderwhat it is^tohavelojijucha man^atjuch 
time^ and infuch circUTt^ancesjI mi^i needs de- 
clare^i that brave and heroi^k as the death of the 
Colonel was, your Ladyjhip's part is beyond all 
comparifon the hardejk Yet even here has the 
grace of Chrifl bee'kfujicient for you ; and I 
'join with your ladyfhip in adoring the power 
and faithfulnefs vfiiim^ who has herefo re* 
matkablyfhewn^hat Jce-forgets not hispromife 
to all his people of aflrergth proportionable to 
their day ; that they may be enabled to glorify 
, him in the hottefi furnace, into which it ispoj- 
fible they fhouU be cafl. 

To hear ^ (as I have heard from fever al per* 
fans of diflinguifhed charaderr who have lately 
had the happinefs of being near your ladyfhip)of 

that 
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that meek rejignation to the divine tvill^ of 
thut calm patience^ of that Chrijlian cotiragef 
ivith whfch^ info weak ajlaie of health and 
fpirits-^ you have Jupported^ jinder this fiw/ul 
providence^ has given me great pteafure^ bi^ no 
furprife. So near (i, relation to Jo brave a man 
might have taught Jome degree offortitude^ to^a 
Joullefs fufccptible of it thanyow laiyfhip's."^ 
Nor is there hny doubt but that the prayers he 
hasfo lorn; been laying up infiorejhr youj ef 
peciallyfince the decay of his conjiituti^n gave 
' him reafon to expeB afpeedy remove^ will af 
.furedly atfuch afeafon come into rem^mbranjse 
before God. And abovealh ihefublimeprinciple^ 
of the Chrijlian religion^ fo deeply imbibedinio 
your own heart as well as his^ will not fail to ex- 
ert their energy onfuch an occafion. Thefe m^d- 
am^ will teach you to view the hand of/z wife^ a 
rigeteouSi and a gracious God in this event ; and 
ivillfhewyouy thai a friend/kip fowided onfuch 
a bafis>fo very iridedring^ and Jo clofely cemen- 
tid^ as that which has been her^efor many years 
a bleffing to you both can know only a veryfhort 
interruption^ and will foon grow up into a union 
infinitely nobler and more delightjul, which nev- 
er Jhall be liable to any feparaiion. 

In the mean time, Madam^ it may comfort us , 
not a little ^nder thefenfe of our prefentlofsit fo 
think what religious iitiprovement we may gain 
iy it^ if we are not wanting to ourf elves : -47?^ 
T happy 
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Jhall «ye h^ indeed^ if xvtjo hear the rod^ us 
^ ta receive the ivJlruUions it Jo naturaliyfvggejls 
mid inforcrs, Ferjons of anyjerious refle&ion 
uill learn Jr mi this awful events how little wj: 
■€anjvdg£ of ike divine favour by the vijible 
difpenfations of providence here : They will 
learn, (and it may he of great importance to^ 
■'Confider it^jujl injucka crifts^s this). that m 
dijtinguiflied degree of piety canfecvrethe veiy 
befl ofMenfromthefword of a. common enemy: 
And they iuillfee fwriiten^ alasj in charaSers 
of the mofl precious bloody that mar ever fpilt 
in our ijland) the vanity of the furefl proteB.or% 
,4ind comforters which mortality can aj^ord^ at a 
iime, when, they are moft needed. 

Thefe v^re general inJlt-uUions^ which I hope 

Jhotifands wi(l receivcjonthis univerfally lament 

ied occajion : Buttoyou^ Madam^ and to me^ 

4indto all that were honoured with the mofi in- 

iimatefriendjhip of.ihis Chri/lian hero^ his 

death has a peculiar voice. Whilft it leads us 

lack intofo many pafl fcenes of delight, in the 

remembrance of which we now pour out our 

foii Is within us^ it calls aloud J amidfl nil this 

tender diflrefsfor a tribute cfhumbie thankful- 

fiefs to God, that ever we enjoyed fuch a friend 

ind efpecially in fuch an intimacy of mutual 

uffeElisn ,• and that we had an opportunity ofob- 

trv ingj info many inflances^thefecret receffes 

of $> hearty which God had enrichedy adornei 

and 
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md ennobled with; Jo much- of his own • imag(^^ 
andfach abundant communications of his grace: . 
It cms for oibT redoubted diligence and rejoluiion 
in imitating that bright ajfenublage of 'virtvbcs^ ^ 
tmhich Plane fq rejpendent in our iltufirious , 
, ftieni\ AndJv/rdyM mufl^by a kind of irrejijl- ' 
ible- iTifliiencei mortify our afff^ionsip this iw* 
pmertjhed -vtwrldj and rnvficaufe nature to con- 
cy^r with graces in rai/ing.. our heurts upward 
t& that glorious wbrl^ where he dwlis triunn- 
phdnt and immmortal^ and maits our arrival 
withana^'dour of pure and elevatedhviy which - 
it was impojjibk/or death to qi^nch^- . 

Next toihefe views\^ngthing,(:angiijreyour la^ 
iyfhip girtdierUtisfa^ion^ than to reflpB^ how 
happy, yo-u made the amiable cenforiypu have 
lo/ij in thai intimate relation youfo long, bore to 
each other s.in which} Iwellknowiihatgrow^ 
ing years ripened ctnV increafed your mutual ' 
eflecm andfriendfhip: Nhr wilt your gene- 
rous heart be infenfibje of that pleafure^ which 
may arifefromreflttting. that the manner of 
his death (though in itfelffo terriUt^ that we 
dare not trufi imagination with the particular 
review) was to him^ in thofs circumflancesy 
mofl glorious ; to religion h ighly ornamental and 
\ tohis^country^reat asdtslofsison various accounts 
\ beneficiaU For very far be it from us to thinks 
(hat. Colonel Gardiner^ though fallen by the 

sveapons 
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weapons of rehtUion and treafon^ has fought 
mid died in vain. Itrufi in Godj that Jo he- 
- roick a behaviour mil infpirt our warriors' 
with augmented courage^ now they are called 
to exert it in a caufe^ the mofi noble and impor- 
tant that can everbe'in quejlion^ the caufe of 
our laws^ our liberty^ and religion. I trufl^ 
\ . that^ ali loho keep up a correfpondence ' with 
i heathen by prayer will rene^ their inter cef- ' 

k - Jion for this bleeding land with increajing' 
\ fervour^ now we havt lofi one whojiood in ' 

the breach with fuch unwearied importunity. 
L And lam well c^ured^ that of the multitudei 
I • who lay up his memory in their inmojl hearts 
\ with veneration and loveyfipt a few will be- 

\ cften joifiing their moft affe^ianate prayers to^ 

\- . jOqdjfory^ur ladyfhip and the dear rijtng 
I branches of yowr famifyy wtthihofe which yo^' 

\ may in corifequencc of a thoufmd obli^aiion!^ 

\ always expeSl from^ - 

Madaniy 

Your ladyfhifs moft fakhful 

\ ■* ' and obcddenfhumble fefvanl 

\ Norihamplon^Nov. 27, 1745, - 
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REV. IIV loJ/MerparL 

''^BE THOU BAITHEUL UNTO DEATH AND 
I WILL GlVi: THEE A CROWM OF LIFE* 

IT is a glory peculiar to the Chriftian re- 
ligion^that it is capable of yielding joy 
«i^* triumph to the rhind> amidft calamities^ 
in which the ftrength of nature, and of a 
philofpphy that has no higher a; fuppbrt 
oan hardly give it ferenity/or eren patience, 
^hofe boafted aids are bat like a candle m 
fome tempeftooiis night, which how artific- 
ially foever'it may be fencedin, la-often et« 
.tinguifhed amidft the ftorm, in which it 
ffaould guide and cheer the traveller, or the 
mariner; whqm it leaves oh a luddenv in 
darknels, horror^ and fear : While the con- 
folation of thegofpel, like the fun, makes a 
fiure day even when behind the thickeft 
T5L cloud- 
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cloud, and foon emerges from u with aft 
accefiion of more fenfible luftrc. 

The obrervation is verified in thefe words 
confidered in connexion with that awfui 
providence, which has this day determined 
my thoughts lo fix upon jhem, ^ the ifab- 
jcft of my difcourfe ; the fall of that truly 
great and good man, Colonel Gardiner : 
' The endearing tendernefs of whofe friend- 
ihip would have rendered his death an un- 
fpeakable calamity to me, had his character 
been only of the common ttandard ; as on 
the other hand, the exalted exceilency of his 
chara£ier makes his death tp be lamented by 
thoufands, who were not happy in any pe- 
culiar intimacy or perfonai acquaintance 
with him. 

While we mourn the brave warrior,, the 
exemplary Chriftian, and the affedionate 
friend ; loft to ourfelves and our couhtr/, 
to the church and the world, at a time when 
we moft needed all the defence of his brav- 
ery, all the edification of his example, all 
the comfort of his coiivcrfe : Struck with the 
various and aggravated forrbwof fo fudden, 
-and To terrible a blow,9iethinks there is but 
. one voicd that can cheer us, which is this of 
the great captain of our falvation, fo lately 
addreffing him, and ftiil addireflfing us, in 
hefe comprehenfive and animated words : 

Be 
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Be ihoit faithful unto cfeatH and! will give- 
thee: a crown of^^life. i v 

With regard to the connefl^ion of them, it- 

ixiay be fumciem to^fcrve, thaft our Lord, 

in all thefe feven epiftles t6 the Afiatict 

chifrches, reprefents the ChriftianJife as^ a 

warfere^ and the btefflftgs of the fiit^r'e ftate^ 

as. rewards to^be beftawtdon conquerors*^ 

To him thatovercottwtthy will 1- give fuclv 

and fiich royal donatives^ Purluing the 

fame allegory, he warns the -^ church oP 

Smyrna of an approaching combat, which 

•IhouM be aitenaed with fome fevere cir- 

cumftances* - Someof them- weretobecome * 

■captives ; the Ekvil ihall caft fome of you 

into prifon : And though the power of the 

^enemy was to be limited, in its extent as well 

as its duration, to the tribulation often days, 

it Teems: to.be implied^ that while many were 

harraffed and diltreffed during that time, 

fome of them fhould before the clofe of it 

be called to refill unto blood. But their 

gteat leader furni(hes them with fuitable 

armour, and proportionable couragCjby this 

gracious affurance, which it i« our prefent 
ufinefs farther to contemplirte : Be thou 
faithful unto death, and I will give thee a 
crown of life. 

In which words you naturally obferve a 
charge — and a promife by which it is irt- 

* forced* 



fiprced. I feaH&^rie% iUufttate eachi atkt 
then conclude with fome refleaiqns upoH: 
the whole. . . . 

Eirft, I am to open Ae charge here givcar. 
Be thou fatthful unto death. 

Concerning which I would obferve,tiiat 
though it k immediately addreffed to'tbe 
^burch at Sniyrti^ yet the^tiaturt fof the 
thing, and nihnherlefapaflages of die divine 
W0rd<x>ncur to prove^ that it i» commdrt iat 
it9)ol^ligatioo9iP ^1 Chriftians^ .and indeed. 
. to all men. • .^ • 

1 fltall ncft be large in explaining the' na^ 
ture of faiihfulnefs in general ; concerning: 
which I njight fliew you, that the word berc 
rendered kithfulj has. fometimes a relation, 
fio the.teftimony which God has given us> 
and fodieiimes to forae truft that Ive has re- 
ppfed in u«* In the former fenfe, it is* 
properly r;endered believing, aAd oppofcd to- 
infidelity : Be not faithlefs^ but believing,*' 
In the latter, it js^ oppofed to iiijuftice : : He 
that is faithful iiartbat which ia leaft^ i^ faith- 
ful alfo in much ; whereas he that is. unjuft: 
in the leaft, h unjuft alfo. in mucii.t And 
it is in reference to this^^ fenfe of it, that our 
XiOrd reprefem^ hioafclf^ as laying to the 
man. who had improved his talents aright,, 
welldoitej good and faithful fervaTit.;!; Our 

/ . deceafe^ 

♦ John;xx,.27* f Luke xvi. jo* J,MaUJWv. sa? 
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4eceared friend was fo remarkably faithful 
in both thefe fenfes.; io ready to admit,and 
fo zealous to defend the faith once deliver- 
ed to the faints; ai>d/o aftive in impi^oving 
thofe various taknis, with whiqh in mercy 
to many others a3 well as to himfclf^ Go<J 
had intrufted him; that it was very patural: 
to touch upon thefe fignificatibns of the* 
word, though it has here a more particular 
,view to another virtue, for which he was fa. 
. iQuftrioufly confpicuous, 1 mea4, the cour* 
ageous fidelity of a foldier in his warfare.. 

In this fenfe of the word^ it is oppofed to^; 
treachery or cowardice, defertipnor difobe-^ 
dience to military orders. And thus it i* 
ufed elfe where in thisfows book <?f ^he Rev- 
elatioh, whenfpeakiog of thofe who war, 
under the baiiner of Sic lamb^ thjS King ot ; 
Kings, and Lord of Lords, the infpired: 
writer tells us, they are called^rand c]K>fei^ 
and faithful,*a feka body ofbrate and 
valiant foldiers. 

. This hint will alfp fix the eafieA aind^ 
. plaineft lenfe, in which the pH^rfotii^ to^ 
whom the text is addreffed? are required to 
he faithful unto death : Whiipi^i through it> 
does indeed in.general implyi^ palient con^r 
tinuence in well doing^t in whatever fcenei 

of ' 
♦Rev. xvii. y^. t Rom^ ii. /j 
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of life di vi nc providence'irifay place? us ; yet 
does efpecially. refer. to anhanial bravery, and^ 
exprefsa readinefs to'face dtathin its moft' 
terrible forms,when ouT'great General Ihall 
lead m ori to it. Y6u vrelt^know this to be • 
anindiffpenfible conditiorv of oyr being ac- 
fcnovvjedged'by him iil the day of his final * 
ttiitmph y and of 1 this he'^vaftaed thofe that . 
gather^ctarour^d himy when he was firft raif- 
iDg WsVariTiy,' und(?i^ the greateft' difad van- 
tages ifhoutward appearance iexprefsly and* 
plainly t^lH rig them that they muft be con- 
tent W follow^ hrm to marfyrdon:!, to follow: 
bfea V to crucifixion^ when they - receive the 
word of ^command to do it ^ or that alt their > 
pfoftffioA of- ifegard'tb 'Him would be in v 
V^in. ' if 'any tnan^ fays' he^^ 
me,Jet-him dfeny himf?jf, and take up his. 
crofsj.and fbHow nnie-.* -Pdr-he- thatloveth 
lus own life niore than mcy is-not worihy. of" 
nie,; t h€ does not defervc^ the honour of 
bearing^ iny name,and pafling for one.ofmy* 
faldiers ; indeed he calariat on apy terms be 
my djfcip!e;+ . ' ^ ' ^ '" . 

TJiisi therefore is in eflfeQ:i:he language; of! 
otir fc^d^ when he fays, be thou faithful* 
u»to d6a^ : It is as if he had laid, *« Re- 
** member' -all yoU of Sifty rte^ or of any oth- 
** cr place and country , that call yourfelves > 
^ • dhriftians, 

•Mark, ▼iii. 34. tMat. X.37, 39. ;^Lake« xiv. «6... 
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".Qhriftiansi, througliout all generationsythat 
"*«you w^rc by baptiftii inliftcd unde*" my 
" Damiers : Remember that you have as it 
*' were fealed, and -fubfcribed ^our engage- . 
^* ment to me, by every facrament you have 
wfince attended;" (as indeed it is .well 
known, the vfordjacrament originally figni- 
lies a military oath, which foldiers took as a 
pledge of fidelity to their General :^ <*Re- 
-^-meniber, therefore^ that you are eve^ to 
«« continue ^ivith me, land to march for\yard 
^« under my direffion, whatever hardfliips 
^^^ and fatigues may lie in the way. .And 
'*« remember, that if T lead you on to the 
'<« mod formidable qombat, you muft chcer- 
*'• fully ol>ey riie word of commatid^ and 
'♦^ charge boldly, though you fiiould imtne- 
-^^ dlat^Jy die^ whether by the fword, or by 
«' fire. Should you dare to flee, I am my*- 
^* felf your enemy; and the weapons whick 
«'• I bear, would juftly be levelled at your 
« owji traiterous heads, But if you bravely 
<' fdllow me, Iknow how to make you am- 
«* pie amends, even though yoii fall in the 
«^ aflion. When no human power and 
«« gradtode can reach you, it is my glorious 
<« prcFOgativc \o engage, that to thofe who 
«' are thus faithful unto death, I will give a 
*« crown of life.** We are therefore, 

Secondly, 
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Secondly, Jo confiderjhe promife, by 
vhich the charge is enforced : I will give 
ihec a crown of life. 

And here 1 might obferve, a crown of life 
is the glorious reward propofed^ and it is to 
be received from the hand of Chrift. 

i; A crown of life is the reward propofed: 
Which we are fure in this conneQion im- 
plies, both grandeur and felicity ; here, 
though rarely, connefted together. 

There is, no doubt,^an allufion in thefe 
ivords, to the ancient, and I think very pru- 
dent, cuftom of animating the bravery of 
foldiers by hbnofary rewards,~and particu- 
larly by crowns; fo;netimes of laurel, and 
fometimes, more rarely, of filver and gold; 
which they were permitted to wear on pub; 
Eck cccafions,and in confequence of receiv* 
ing. which they were fometimes iniitled to 
fome peculiar immunities. But here our 
Lord Jefus Chrift, confcious of his own di- 
vine power and. prerogative, fpfeaks with a 
dignity and elevation, which no earthly 
prince or commander could ever affumc; 
promifing a crown of life, and that; as was 
obferved before, even to thofe who Ihould 
fall in the battle: A crown of liTe in t6c 
highefl: fenfe : not only one, which fliould 
ever be frefli and fairjbut which fhouldgivc 
immortality to the happy brqw it adorned; 

and 
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and be forever worn, hot only as the monu- 
ment of bravery anti viftory, but as the en* 
lign of royalty top ; A crown connefted 
with a kingdom, and with what no other 
kingdom can give,perpetual life to enjoy it; 
perpetual youth, and vigour to relifli all its 
-delights* And this is agreeable to the lan- 
guage of other fcriptures, where we read of 
the crown of life, which the Lord hath 
promifed to them that love him )♦ a crown 
of righteoufnefs, which the Lord the right- 
eous judge Ihall give ,t a crown of glory, 
>irhich fadeth not away.+ We may alio 
obferve, 

2. That it is faid to be given by Chrift. 

This fome pious commentators have ex- 
plained, as intimating, that it is the gift of 
the Redeemer's free and unmerited grace, 
and not a retribution due to the merit of 
him that receiveth it. And this is an un- 
doubted truth, which it is of the higheft 
importance to acknowledge and confider* 
The proper wages of iin is de^lth; but eter- 
nal life is (in oppofition to wages) the gift 
of God through Jefus Chfift our Lord.} 
We fliould humbly own it every day, that 
there is no proportion between the value of 

our 

• Ja«. 1. 12, + 1 Tim, iv. g. $1 Pet. r. 4.. 

^ Rom. vi. 2^» 

u 
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our ferviccs, and the crown w-hich wc expe& 
to receive : Should own that it is niercy 
t^at pardons our (ins, and grace that accepts 
our.liervices ; much more, that crowns them. 
Grace, grace, fliall (as it were) be engraven 
upon that crown, in charadlers large and 
indelible : Nor will that infcription diminife 
its luftre, or impair the pleafure with which 
we Ihould receive it. I could not forbear 
mentioning this thought, as a truth of the 
utmoft. importance, which ftands on the 
firmcftbafisof very many exprefe fcriptures; 
a truth of which perhaps no man living had 
ever a deeper fenfe,than ourdeceafed friend. 
But I mention it thus obliquely^ 4)ecaure it 
may be doubted whether we can juftly argue 
it from hence; fince the yfordgivt is fome- 
limes ufed for rendering a retribution juftly 
due, and that in inflances where grace and 
favour bave, in propriety of fpeech, no 
concern at all.* 

But it is certain that this expreflion, I will 
give thee a crown of life, is intended to lead 
our thoughts to this important circumftancej 
that this crown is to be received from the 
handof Chrift himfelf. And the,ApoJUe 
Paul evidently refers to the fame circum- 

ftance, 

* Compare Mat/xx. 8. Give . the labourers ^thcir hire. 
Col. iv. 1. Matters, give utito your fervants that which 
isjuftand equal. 
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ftancCj in terms which fhew hoxv' inuqh he 
entered into the fpiritof the thought, when 
he fays, the Lord the riglxteous juplge fh^ll 
give it me :* He hitnfelf,the great judge of 
the conteft, whofe eye witneffes the wholes 
courfe of it, whofe decifion cannot err, and 
ifrom whofe fentence there is no appeal:; ] 
Alluding to the judge who prefided in th6 
Grecian games, who was always a perfon of j 

rank and eminence, Sc himfelf reached forth 
the reward to him who overcame in them. 
So that on the whole, when our Lord Je- 
fiis Chrift fays, be thou faithful unto death, 
and I \Villgivethee a crown of life ; methinks 
our devout meditations may expatiate upon- 
the words, in fomfe fuch paraphrafe as this. 
Jt is as rf he had faid, to yoU, and to me,and 
to all his people,^' Oh my faithful foldiers,. 
« fear not death in its moft terrible array, 
" for you are immortal. Fear not them^ 
« that can kill ihe body :t You have^a no- 
's^ bier part, which they cannot reach ; and I 
*< will undertake, not only for its refcue,but 
*« its happinefs. 1 will anfwer for.it, on the 
^c honour of my royal wordj that it fhall live / i 
<« in a ftji-te of no^le enlargernent, of tri- 
•;*< umpharit joy. Think on me : I am he 
«« that liveth* though I was dead ; and be- 

<<hold, ; 
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•* holdj lam alive for ever more :* And he- 
*^ caufe I live, you fhall live; alfo ;t fhall 
" exift in a ftate,that deferves the great and 
<« honourable name of life ; fo that earth in 
•' all it& luftre and pleafure, when compared 
" with it, is but a fcene of deaths or at heft 
*' asaaamufing dream when one-awaketh.' J^^ 
We may alio confider hiin,. as purfuing\ 
this animaiing addrefs, and faying, *' My * 
** brave companions in tribulation and pa- 
" tience, you (hall not only live, but reign. 
** Think not, thou good foldier,who art now ! 
** fighting undei my banner, that thy Gen- 
" eral will wear his honours alone. If I 
*^ have my crown, if I have my triumph, be 
" affured that thou, alfo (halt have thine. 
^ Thou mayeftindeed feem to perifli in the 
** combat, and thy friends may mourn, and 
<« thine enemies infult, as if thou wert u^- 
« terly cut off: But behold, true viftory 
" fpreads over thee her golden wing, and 
«« holds out, not a garland of fading flowers 
«* or leaves, but a crown that fliall keep its 
« luftre, when all the coftlieft gems oa earth 
'• are melted in the general burning; yea, 
<« When the luminaries of heaven are extin- 
^ guifhed; and the fun and ftars hdc away 
*• in their orbs." 

"Nor 

* Rev. i. 18. + John, xir, 19, $ PfaL Ixxiii, 2 o* 
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I « Nor wiil IjMoes he feem to fay, "fend 

** chee this crown by fpme inferior hand';. 
*^ not even by the nobleft angel that waits 
« on the throne I have^ now afcended. 
«Thou (halt receive it from mine own 
.**hand;*' (from that hand, which would 
. -. ,anake the leaft gift valuable : What a digni- 
1^ tf then will it add to the gteateft I) ^ Nor 
w *fi will I myfelf confer this reward in private, :- 
•^ it (hall be given with the moft magnificent 
! ♦' folemnity. Thou fhalt be brought tome 
I «^ before thfe affembled world; Thy name 
1 ^ fliall be called over ; thou fhalt appear,; 
' . *' and r Vill own tliee, and crown thee, in 
" publick view. Thy friends fliall fee it 
I *' with riaptures of joy, and congratulate kn^ 
" honour in which they Ihall alfq Aare.. 
<* Thine enemies fhall fee it with envy and! 
^ with rage^ to, increafe their corifufioh and. 
.«* mifery : They^ Ihall fee, that while by their 
" malicious affaultjs they were endeavouring, 
** to d'eftroy thee,they were only eftabliflilng 
*' thy throne, and brightening the luftre, 
"which ftall forevfer adorn thy brow; while 
^ the,irs is Wafted with the thunder of refift- 
i ^ lefs wrath, and deep engraven with the 
« indelible marks of vengeance. Thisorown 
*«, fhalt thou forever wear, as the perpetual 
"token of my efteem and afieftion : Nor: 
" fhall it be merely a fhining ornament : Av 
U a, " rich. 
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♦« rich revenue, a glorious authority, goe$ 
♦« along with it. Thou flxalt reign forever 
•^ and ever;* and be a king, as well as a 
« prieft, unto God.'t 

They who enter by a lively faith into the 
import of thefe glorious words, will (I doubt * 
riot) pardon my having expatiated fa largely 
upon them. We have believed, and there- 
fore have we fpoken : J Aijd I queftion not 
but that many of you have, in the courfe of ! 
this rcprefentation, prevented me in {bme 
of the reflections, which naturally arife from 
fuch a fiibjeft. Yet it may not be jmproper 
to affiftyour devout meditations upon them. 

1. What reafon have we to adore the 
grace of our bleffed Redeemer, which pre- 
pares, and beftows, fuch rewards as thefe I 

While we hear him faying, be thou faith- * 
ful unto death, and I will give thee a crown . 
of life ; methinks it is but natural for each 
of our hearts to anfwer, ^* Lord, doft thou 
•* fpeak of giving a crown, a crown of life 
•«* and^lory to me I Too great, too great, 
*^ might the favour feem, if I, who have fo 
«^ often lifted up my rebellious hand againft 
^ thy throne, might be allowed to lay down 
*' this guilty head in the duft, and lofe th6 j 
*< memory of my treafons, and the fenfe of f 
« my punifliment together, in everlafting . 

forgetfulnefs. v 

A* Rsy. xxii. $. f Ri£v» i. 6. J 2 Cor. iv. 13. 
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.*^ fbrgctfulnefs. And is fuch a. crown pw^! 

« pared^and wilt thoujiny injured foverei|^ 

« who migh^eft fo juftly arm thyfelf wlii 

*t vengeance againft me, beftow xhis cwmm 

*« with thine own hand ; with all thefe oth^r 

« circumftances of dignity^ fo as even to 

'6 make my triumphs thine own ! / What 

<6 is my ftriSeft 'fidelity to thee ? Thought I 

t< do indeed (as I humbly defire that I may) 

<« continue faithful unto deaths L am yet but 

*« an unprofitable fervant; I have done no 

' « more than my duty,* I have purfued 

*« thy work, in thy ftrength j and^ in confe- 

<^ quence of that love which . thou haft put 

*« into my heartjt hath been its own reward : 

«4 And doft thou thus crown one favour with 

«« another !-T~Bleffed Jefus, I would with 

« all humility lay that crown at thy, feet, 

*f acknowledging before thee, and the whole 

*6 world, (as I fhall at' length do in a more 

« expreflive form) that it is not only the gift 

*« of thy loye, but the purchafe of thy blood. 

w Never, never had I beheld it, otherwife 

« than at an unapproachable diftance, as an 

*« aggravation of my mifery and defpair, 

«' hadft not thou worn another crpwn, a 

*< crown of infamy and of thorns. The 

*« gems which rauft foreyer adorn my tem- 

«6- pies, Were-=formed from thofe precious 

*^ drops 

♦ Luke, xvii. io» 
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« drops, that once trickled down thine ; and 
•^ all the fplendor of my robes of triumph is 
** owing to their being wafhed in the blood 
<' of the lamb.'** With what pleafing 
wonder may wepmfue the thought! Ami 
ifbile it employs our mind, 

• 2. "How juftly may this awaken a gener- 
ous ambition to fecure this crown to our^ 
feives ! , 

Dearly as it was purchafed by our blefled 
Redeemer, it is moft freely offered to us,to 
the. youngeft, to the meaneft, to the moil* 
unworthy. It is not prepared, merely for 
thofe that have worn an earthly diadem or 
coronet : (Would to God it* were not de- 
fpifed by moft of them, as a thing lefs wot- 
i>iy of their thoughts, than the moft trifling 
amufement, by which they unbend their 
minds from the weighty cares attending their 
ftatioli!) But it is prepared for you, and fbr 
y6u ; even for every one, who thinks it 
worth purfuing, arid accepting, upon the 
terms of the gofpei covenant ; for every 
one, who believing in Qhrift, and loving 
him, is humbly deterniined through his 
grace to be faithful unto death. And (hall 
this glorious propofal be made to you in 
vain ? Were it an earthly crown that could 
lawfully be obtained, are there not maiiy of 

us, 

♦ Rev. vH. 14; 
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r us, notwithftanding all its weight ofanxie-' • "v, 
^ ties, and all the piercing thorns with which ^ 



^e might know it to be lined, thstt would 
be ready eagerly to feize it, and perhaps ta 
contend and quarrel with each other for it ? 
But here is no foundation for contentioni 
Here is a crown for each :. andfuch a crown, 
that all the royal ornaments of all the 
princes upon earth, when compared with it, 
are lighter thaa a feather, and. viler than 
duft. And fl^ll we negleO; it ? Shall we 
refuTe it from fu.ch a. hand too, as that by 
which it is offered ? Shall we fo judge our* 
felves unworthy of eternal life,* as thereby 
indeed to make ourfelves worthy of eternal 
death? For there is no other alternative*—* 
But blefled be God, it is not univerfally 
Reglefted. There are, I doubt not, among 
you, many who ^purfue it, many who fliall 
affuredly obtain it.. For their fakes let us 
ieflea> ' 

3. How couragcoufly may the heads 
which are to wear luch a crown, be lifted up 
to face all the. triajs of life and death ! 
^ Thofe trials may be various, and perhaps 
extreme; but if borne aright, far from de- 
priving us of this crown, they will only fervc 
to incrcafe its luftre. It isxhe apoftle Paul's 
exprefs aiTertion; and he fpeaks, as trkn& 

ported 
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ported with the thought : For this canfe we 
feint not, but though ihe outward man per- 
ijQi, jipt the inward man is renewed day by 
day : For our light afQi£tion, which it but 
for a mooient, worketh for us a far more 
Cxceediog' and jeternal weight of glory ; 
while we look not at the things which are 
feen, but at the things which are not feen ; 
for the things which are feen are temporal, 
but the things which are not feen are cter- 
nal.» Surdy with this fupport, we may 
Dot only live, but triumph, in poverty, in 
reproach, in weaknefs, in pain ; And with 
this we may die, not only ferenety, but 
joyfully. Oh my friends, where are our 
hearts ?' Where is our faith ? Nay I will 
add where is our reafon ? Why are notour 
eyes, our defires, and our hopes, more fre^ 
quently direfted upward ? Surely one ray 
from that refplend^nt diadem might be fuf- 
ficierit to confound all the falfe ^charms of 
theie trahfitory vanities, which indeed owe 
all their luftre to the darknefs in which they 
arc placed. Surely v^hen our fpirit^ arc 
overwhelmed within us,, one glance of it 
nilffht be fufficient to animate* and /elevate, 
and might teach us to fay, in the midft of 
dangers, forrows, and death, in all thefe 
things we are more than conquepors,thro'ugh 

him. 

* » Cor. iv. 16, 17, 18, • 
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him that loy^dus,* Thus* have fome tri* y 

•umphed in the laft extremities of nature; 

and both the fubjeft, and the ocxafion alfo,-.* ^ i 

loudly calls us to refleft? 

- 4v What reafpn we have to congratulate 

thofe happy fouls, that have already received 

the crown of life ! 

When we are weeping over the cold, yea 
the bleeding remains of Tuch, furely it is for 
ourfelves and not for tbem, that the dream 
flows. The thought of. their -condition, far 
from moving our compaffion, may rather 
infpire us with joy, and with praife. Look 
not on their pale countenance, nor 6n thic 
'wide and deep wpunds^ through which per- 
hi^s the foul ruflied but to feize the great 
)>rize of m faith and hope * tfaoiigh eveft 
thofe wounds appear beautiful, when earned 
by diftinguiflied virtue, by piety to their 
country, and their God. Look not oixtbe 
eyes cldfed in death, or the once honoured 
/and beloved head, now covered with iht 
duft of the grave ; But view, by an internal 
believing eye, that different form which the 
exalted triumphant fpirit already wears, the 
earneft ot a yet brighter glory. Their great 
kader, whole care of them we are/fondv 
ly ready to fufpeft, or fecretly to comi- 
plain <rf as deficient in fuch circumftancefe 

. as ' 
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as thefcj points, as it were, to the white 
robe.s and the flourifhing palms, which he 
has given them; and calls for our regard to 
the crowns of life, which he has fet on their 
l^ads, and to the fongs of joy and praife to 
which he has formed their cxuhing tongues* 
And do we fully and difhonortheir triumphs 
with our tears ? Do we think fo meanly of 
heaven, and of them, as to wifh them with us 
again : that they might eat and drink at our 
tables ; that they might taMc with us in our 
low language ; that they might travel with us 
from ftage to ftage in this wildernefs ; and 
take their fhare with us in thofe vanities of 
life, of which we ourfelves are To oft^n 
weary, that there is hardly a week, or a day, 
in which we are not lifting up our eyes, and 
faying witha deep inward groan, oh that we 
had wings like a dove ! Then would weflcc 
away and be at reft.* 

Surely with relation to thcfe faithful foU 
diers of Jefus Chrift, who have already fall- 
en, }t is matter of no fmall joy to refleS, 
that their warfare is accomplifhed ; t that 
they have at length paffed through every 
fcene in which their fidelity could be en- 
dangered; fo that now, they are inviolably 
fecurc. How much more then fhould we 
rejoice, that they are entered, not only into 
the reft, but into the joy of their Lord ; that 

♦Pial.lv, 6. •Wfw.ii.a* thcy 
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they ;coiit[ueredj even A/^hen they {e^l^ ani^''^1:f\ 
are wow reaping the fruitsi, the celeftial a!*ftM.t '■^' 
immortal fruitvs^ of that laft great viftory ? < * . -[^ 

A fenfe of honour often taught the he^ ' 'i 
thens^ when attending thofe friends to -the/ 
funeral pile who had died honourably in 
their country's caufe? to ufe fome tereikio- 
nies.exptcfliveoftheir joy for their glory j 
Aongh that glory was an empty name, and 
allihe reward of it ^ wreath of laurel^' which. 
Was foon to ctatkte in the flame, and vanifli 
into fmoak^ And iKall not the joy and 
glory of the living fpirit aifFeft us^ much 
taorethan theyeould be affefted with the 
honouFS'paid to the mangled corpTe ? 

^tet Us then think with revtreneej kftd 
IMithjoy, ontbepiousdead; drtd efpecially 
on thofe, whom God honoured with any 
ftiecial Opportunities of approving their » 
fidelity, in life^ or in death : Artd if we 
mourn, (as who in^fome circumftances, can 
forbear it?) lei it be asGhriftians with that 
mixture of high cOngfattilatibn, with that 
creO; countenance, and that • undaunted 
hearty whieh becomes thol^ that fee by faith 
their exaltation and felicity ; and burning , 
"With a ftrong and facred eagemefs to joiii 
their triumphant company, let us be ready 
to Ihare in the moft painful of their trials,- 
that we may alfo Ihare in their glories, 
' W And 
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Andfurely, if I have everknowna Hfe, 
arid a deaths capable of injijpiring us with 
thefe fentimentsin their Tub I imeft. elevations, 
n was the life and the death of that illuftri- 
ous Chriflian hero, CoL Gardiner; whofe 
xharaSer was too well known to many of 
.ypu, by fome months refidence here to need 
•your being informed of it from me ; and 
whofe hiftory was too remarkable,to be, con- 
iined. within thofe few remaining moments, 
which muft be allotted to the finifliing of 
this difcourfe. Yet there was fomething fo 
.uncommon in both, that I think it of lugb 
importance to the honour of the gofpel and 
grace of Chrift, that they fliould be deliv- 
ered down to pofterity, in a diftinfl and 
particular view. And therefore, as the 
providence of God, in concurrence with 
that mofl; intimate .and famiUar friendship 
with which this great and good man was 
.pleafed to honour me, .gives me an oppor- 
tunity of fpeaking of many important, things, 
cfpeciaUy relating to his religious experi- 
ences, with greater exaftnefs and certainty 
thanmoft others might be capable of doing; 
and as he gave me his full jpermiffion,iri cafe 
I fliould have.the affliftion to furvive hira, 
to declare freely whatever I knew of him, 
which! might apprehend conducive to the 
glory of God, and the advancement. of re^ 

ligion; 
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. Hgipn ; I purpofe publifhnig, in a di(lin£t 
tTa6t^ fonie remarkable paffages of his life* 
iUuftrated by extraft^ from his own letters,, 
'which fpeakJn the moft forcible manner the 
genuiae fentiments of liis heart* But as I* 
proraife myfelf confiderable afMance in this 
work from ' Tome valuable perfons. in tte 
porthct^a part of our ifland, ^nd pofBbly 
fronv fome of his^wn papers, to which our 
prefent confufions forbid my accefs, I muft 
delay the execution of this defign at leaft 
for afew months ; ahd muft!. likewile* take 
beedtthat I dotnot too much anticipate what' 
I may then offer to the publick- view, by 
what it might otberwife be very, proper^ to* 
mention now* 

Let it therefore fuffice for/ the prefent to * 
remind you^ that Colonel Gardiner was one 
of the moft illuftrious inftancesofthe en- 
crgy^and indeed I muff >alfo add, of the 
fovereignty of divine grace, whithv I . have 
heard or read of in modern hiftory. He 
was in the moft amazing and miraculous^ 
manner^without any divine ordinance, with- 
out any religious opportunity^ or peculiar 
adventage, delivei^nce,or affli6tion,recIaim« 
ed on a fudden, in the vigour of life and> 
health, from the moft licentious and aban^ 
doned renfuality,not only taa fteady courfe 
of regularity and virtue, but to high devo- 
tion^ 



I 



an A S E R ^i O N. 

lion, ^nd ft rift, though anaflPcfted (aiiBkfi 
of manners : A courfe, (in trhich he per-J 
fitted for more than twenty fix years, thai 
is,to the clofe of life) fo remarkably emhient 
for pik?iy towards God, difRifive humanity 
and Chriftian charity, lively faith, <fc©p 
h«wii!ity, ftriO: temperance, aftive diligence 
in improving time, meek refignasioti to the 
i^iJlof God, fteady patience i^ endi^iting a^^ 
fliaions, linaflfeSted comempt of feculari*^ 
terefl, afid fefolute and couragemis zseal in 
iftaifiltiirting truth, as well a« in reproving 
attdjl (>A^here his aotbc»itf miglit tafce place) 
reftraming vi^ie md Wickedftefs^ (d ercty 
fcittd ; 4hit I fi^ft 4eliber«ely declare^ that J 
when I confider all thefe particulars togetb- | 
ef,<t is hard to fa^y wtere^btft in the book of | 
Ood, he fo«H^d hi^ 6}tainple, or where he faoa ! 
left his eqjml Kvtty one of thefe artrcJes^^ | 
with ftWiny r^ore^ I hopc^ if Giod fpairo my i 
Itffe, to ha?ve am Ojpportimrty of itlu(ir»i«g^ 
inTucha itMnniefas to fhew, that he w^as a 
living d^nvonftraftion of the Energy and ex- 
ctihncy of Ibe Ghriftian f e%ion 5 nor cam 
I imagine how I can ferve its intereft^ h^t* 
teryfhah by recording w^t I have fceft and 
known upon this beady known to my own 
edifitatibn, a^ well as my joy* "^ 

B^i oh, hoi^ ftall I tead baek your 
thoughts, and my own, to what wa enrich 

enjoyed 
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y, enjoyed in him, without too deep and ten- 
r d^rafenfeof what we have loft ! To have 
'^ poured out his foul in blood i to have falleii 

!^ Uy the favage and rebellious hands of his 
l; own countrymen, at the wall of his own 
^ . houfe; defcrted by thdfe, who were under 
the higheft obligations that can be imagined 
» to have defended his life with their own;^ 

I and above all, to have feen with his dying 
eyes the- enemies of our religion and libet- 
l ties triumphant, and to have heard in his 
^ lateft moments the horrid noife of their in- 
i fulting lhouts:;-^-ris a fcene, in the view'of ^ 

I . which we are almoft tempted to fay, wHere^ 
were the fhields of angels ? Where .the eye 
of Providerjce ? Where the remembrance of 
thofe numberlefs prayers, which had been 
offered po God for the prefervation of fuch- . 
a man, at fuch.a time as this ? But let faith . 
affureus, that he was never more dear and 
.pi-eciou&inihe eye of his divine Ieader,than ' 
[. in thefe /dreadful momenis, wheniffenfe 
[ were^to judge, h^mi^t feemmoft negle£l- 
cd. That is of all others the happieft death, 
which may moft fenfibly approve^our fidel- 
. ity to God, and our zeal for his glory. To 

I ftand fingly in the combat with the fierceft 

enemies, in the caufe of religion and liberty 
when the whole regiment he commanded -- 
[ ^edi 'to throw himfelf with fo noblean ar* 
I ^ WjR doi>. 



dor 10 defend thafe on foot,whom the whole 
body which he headed were appointed to 
fupport, when he faw that the fall of the 
nearefttfofnmanderexpofed thofe brav^ men 
to the extremity of danger ) were circum- 
itanccs that evidently fhewed how nruch he 
held honor and duty dearer than life. He 
cbuld not but be confciotis of the diftin^ 
j*aifhed profeflion he had made, under a re- 
ligious charafter; he could notbutbefen- 
fiblc how much our army, in circumflances 
like thcfe, needs all that the moft generous 
examples can do, to animate its of&cers and 
its foldiers ; And therefore he feems delibe- 
rately to hav^ judged, Ihat altho* when his 
trtcn would hear lio vtrice but that of their 
fears, he might have retreated without infa- 
my,* it was better hie fhould die in fo glbrious 
a taufe, than have it thought that hi? i^gard 
to religion and Kberty wa^ buta ittfcre prb- 
fieflion, that was not ith)ng enough td ttiafce 
hita faithful unto death. Ht had long felt 
the force of it ; and had tdo high a* vialue for 
his king and country, to think of deferting 
the truft committed to him; too grtat a 
iove for the prbtfcftant k^ligipn, to think of 
exchanging it for the erlrors of Popety ; and 
rathtr than giv^ -way to a rebcHtbus crfew, 
by whofe fuccefs an inJet would be opened 
^ to the cruel IraVagfes ciF arbitrary pt>wer,and 

to 
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to the bloody and relentlefs rage of Popifh 
ibpcrftition, he loved not his life urno the 
death-* And in this view his death was 
martyrdom, and has, I doubt not, received 
the applaufes and rewards of it : For what 
is niartyrdom,but voluntarily to meet deaths 
for the honour of Godj and the leftimony 
of a good confcience ? And if it be indeed 
true, as it is reported on very confiderable 
authority, that before he expired he had an 
interview with the leader of the oppofite 
party, and declared in his prefence « the full 
^ affurande he had of an immortal crown^ 
^ which he was going to receive,'' it is a cir- 
cumftance worthy of being had ineverlaft- 
ing remembrance : As in that cafe, provi* 
dencemay feem wonderfully to have united 
two feeraingly inconfiilent circumftances, in 
the manner of his dying ; the alternative of 
cither of which he has fpoken of in my 
hearing, as what whh humble fubmrffion to 
the great Lord of life, he could moft ear- 
neftly wilh : «* That if he were not called 
. ^ direQly to die for the truth," which he 
Hghtly jtidged the mbft glorious and happy 
lot t)f mortality, <* he might either fallen the 
*< field oi battle, fighting in defence of the 
^ religion and libertits of his country ; or 
'** might have an oppoitunity of expre fling 

v «his 

' ♦Rev. xii. II. . . 
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B *' his hopes and joys, as a chriftian, to the 

« honour of his Lord* and the ediAcation of 

^m " thofe about him, in his departing mo- 

W ** meius; and fo might go off this earthly 

^^ « Itag^," as in the letter that relates his 

death, it is exprefsly faid that he did, " tri- 

^' *^ umphing in the affurance of a bteficd im- 

« inortality," 

How dilficuk it muft be in our prerent 
circumftances, to gaia cenain and cxaE in- 
formation 5 you wiil eaiily perceive ; But 
enough is. known, and more than enough, 
to fliewhow^uftly the high confolations of ^ 
that glorious iubje£l, which, we have been < 
contemplating, may be applied to the pref- 
ent folemn occafion. From what is certain . 
with relation to .him, we may prefume to 
fay, that after he had adorned ihe gofpel by 
fo honourslble a hfe, iafucha confpicuous^ 
ftatioQ, God Xeems to have^condefcended, aa 
with his own hand, to raife him an illuftri- 
I ous theatre, on which he might die a.v ven- 
erable and amiable fpeftade to the world, 
and to angels, and to men ;* balancing to 
his native land by fuch an. exit, the lofs of . 
what future ferv ices it could have expefted, 
from a conftitutionfo muchbroken as his 
wa3, by the fatigues of. his campaign, in, 
Flanders, where he contraaed an illne&j 
from which he never recovered/ 

♦ 1 Cor. iv, 9. On 




A S:^E R M O Pff 



On the whole therefore, whatever caufc 
we havje, (as indeed we have great caufc) to 
fyoipathize with his wounded family, and 
wiilirhis wounded country J and how decent 
focv<?r:h may be, like David, to take up our 
lartientation over the mighty fallen^ and the 
brighteft weapons of our war perifh-d i* 
(andjdi, how naturally might fo me of us a- 
dapt the preceding words too !) Yet after 
aW, let us endeavour to fummon up a fpirit, 
lirke that with which he bore the loft of 
friendsi emineiat for ihcir goodnefii and ufe- 
fulnefe. J^nii\fhi\e we glorify God in himst 
as on fo nntnry accounts we have reafon to 
do, let tts be animated by fuch an example 
to a rcfolutidn of continuing like him, fled- 
faftin our dutyiomddft defertioQ and daxigttj^*' 
and all the terrors that cahbefetus arounc^ 
As he, having been fo eminently faithful ntt- 
to death, has undoubiabdly' received a <tik)#rk 
of life,which fhines with diftinguiftied iuftre^ 
among thofe who are come out of much tri- . 
bulation ;|| let us be courageous followers of 
him,and of all the glorious company of thofe 
who through faith and patience inherit the 
promifes.} Then may we be able to enter 
into the comfort and fpirit of them all, and 
ofthispromife in particular; and fhall not 

be 

* 2 Sam. i. 97. f Gal. i. 2^.. 

I Rev. vii. 14. ^Heb. vt. 18. 
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be dircoumged, though we arc called to cn^ 
dure a great fight of afflitlions5+ or even to 
facrifice our Hvesf like him in defence of ^ 
o^r religion and liberties: Since in this caufe 
jjfe know, if v/r fliould fall like him, c^ven to 
'liie is giiin.;^ and while his memory is blelT 
ed,* and bis name had in honor, we are af- 
fured upon the beft authority, that having. 
fought the good fight with fo heroic a for- 
titude, and finifhed his courfe with fo fteady 
jk te norland kept the faith with fo unlhaken^ 
^ m re foliition, there is laid up for him a- 
^- CTQVin of brighter glory than he has yet re- 
cievedj which the Lord the righteous Judge 
will give unto him in that great expefted 
day; and not unto him only* but unto all 
them that love his appearance, 2 Tim. iv- 
y, 8. Amen! 
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